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Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is: 	

Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
9th/10th July 2022

Dear All,
Greetings again from the Elk Valley. I am so pleased to be back in our most
beautiful valley. Now don’t get me wrong, my trip to Vancouver Island went well,
and more than that, parts of Vancouver Island were equally as beautiful as it is
here; the issue was that while I was on the Island I got eaten alive by some very
small flying things that got through my mosquito net. Apparently I wasn’t helped
by turning up on the Island during a really hot and sunny few days that followed a
long, wet and humid period, so every midge, gnat and no-see-um that was going to
hatch this summer came to life just as I stepped onto the Island. This apart, I had a
great time with the CWL, I got lots of other useful tasks done, and I had two lovely
days camping on the Island – if one forgets the no-see-ums!
I want to say a big thank you to Fr. Marian for coming to the Valley and supplying
while I was away. I had spoken to Fr. Marian on the phone a number of times since
his accident, but prior to his arrival in the parish I hadn’t seen him so I didn’t
realise just how bad his injury was! So I am doubly grateful that despite having to
use crutches to get about he still came and celebrated Mass with the parishes..
In just over a month’s time the CWL will be having their National Convention and
I am delighted to say that Fr. Marian will be back with us again while I am away
attending that event.
While my time away was of great interest to me, I am not sure that others will be
so interested in a blow-by-blow account of all I did, so I will put an account of
some of my adventures in a separate section at the end of this e-mail. Here, behind
this text, is a picture taken from the ferry crossing from the island.

Catholic Women’s League Convention
The British Columbia and Yukon CWL Convention was a
wonderful – if slightly low-key – event. As B.C. is hosting
our national convention in August at a very posh hotel in
Kelowna, there was almost a sense that this was part of
our build-up for that rather than the highpoint of the
Provincial CWL’s year. But it was clear to see the joy of
so many ladies gathering together for our discussions, our
times of prayer and reflection, and for our social time.
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Weekly Zoom Broadcast
We are back to normal on our zoom broadcasts of Saturday evening and
Sunday morning Mass. I must say I was quite touched by the number of
people who told me that they missed our on-line Masses when they
weren’t broadcast. I am so pleased that they have a value for people.

Plymouth Diocesan Prayer Card
As you will be aware, my bishop in England,
Bishop Mark, has now become the Archbishop
of Cardiff and Bishop of Menevia. So the
Diocese of Plymouth is currently without a
bishop. In time a new bishop will be appointed;
this might happen very soon or it might take
longer, possibly a time period measured in
years!

I will give you
shepherds after
my own heart.
Jeremiah 3:15

As we await our new bishop we pray…
for our diocese…
Lord God, you are our eternal shepherd and guide.
In your mercy grant to the Diocese of Plymouth
a shepherd who will walk in your ways,
and whose watchful care will bring us your blessing.
We ask this in the name of Christ our Lord.
for discernment…
Heavenly Father, send your Spirit on the Church
in this time of discernment for a new pastor
for our diocese.
May the one chosen to lead and inspire us
in the years to come,
be an ardent and gentle shepherd to us all.
Grant this in the name of Christ our Lord.
and in thanksgiving for
Archbishop Mark’s time among us…
Loving God, we give you thanks for the years of
ministry of Archbishop Mark among us.
We pray that he may have abundant blessings
in his appointment as Archbishop of Cardiff
and Bishop of Menevia.
We pray too for the clergy and people of those two
dioceses as they begin the next phase of their journey
of faith with Archbishop Mark.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus the Lord.

D I O C E S E O F P LY MOU T H

In the mean time we are asked
to pray for the diocese, for the
person who will be chosen to
be the new bishop, and of
course, to pray for Bp. Mark as
he takes up his new ministries
in Wales.
While I was away Bp. Mark
was installed as the new
Archbishop of Cardiff, and
despite this being held at Noon
UK time – 4am Vancouver
time – I got up and watched it.
(Okay, I sat up in bed in my
pyjamas and watched it – with
my iPad’s camera turned off!)
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Synodal Journey
While I was away there was a lot of information
that came in about the ‘Synodal journey’ that we
were part of earlier in the year. I really want to
present this to you, but I also want to present it in
a meaningful way. This task of putting all the
information together would have taken time that I
just didn’t have this week. I will do my very best
to get this included in my next e-mail.

And Finally…
Today Thumper told me how pleased he was to be home. Now I must say that this
surprised me slightly as I thought he really enjoyed his holiday. But Thumper went
on to explain that he loved his time away and all the adventures we had and all the
people he met – he particularly liked sleeping right next to me in the back of the
car but really would have preferred to sleep on top of me as I was softer than the
little mat he had to sleep on. But he said he liked coming home because he very
much missed being able to sleep on the sofa in the presbytery. I did point out that
he is not allowed to sleep on the sofa, but at this point in the conversation he had
already nodded off!

With prayers,

umper
& Th
id
v
a
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Our churches are open to those without any Covid symptoms.
But Covid is still a real threat – thus caution is needed!

Zoom Links – To Our Sunday Masses

We are back to normal!
Link to Our Sunday Masses
To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week.
info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com

Audio Only
Don’t forget, if you don’t have the internet but have a phone you can still listen to
Mass via a phone call to our Zoom link.
Again, e-mail the office for the link for this.

Chat:
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat.

Waiting Room:
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. Hopefully as
soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. If there is a bit of a delay, please just
wait; we will be with you as quickly as we can.

Those who are attending church in person, be careful:
Covid is very much still about and people still have vulnerabilities. Therefore
please continue to be careful when you are in church and continue to sanitise your
hands; wear a mask if you wish and always think of the good of others. As you
move about in church you might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, and be
conscious that others might have health vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.
Everyone still needs to be careful.
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My Time Away
At 9:30pm on Wednesday 15th June I finally
managed to leave the parish and drove down
to the Lower Mainland overnight, arriving at
about 9:30am the next day. That gave me time
to wash and change at my brother’s house and
then get all my papers in order before driving
over to Maple Ridge for the first pre-meeting
of the CWL Provincial Convention.
Sadly this year’s convention was much smaller
than our normal provincial conventions; the
number of ladies who could be present was
very restricted with others joining us on-line,
and the open meeting of CWL membership
was limited to just the Saturday. But all the
same, it was so good to be with the provincial
executive and the others who could turn up, and to see so many more on-line.
On the Friday we got through a lot of business, and in the late afternoon we had
what I thought was a really beautiful Mass. Two of the provincial executive
couldn’t physically be with us for our meeting so had joined us via a large screen
in the room in which we had been meeting. But when we came to the Mass, no
arrangement had been made to include them. In the end only one was available at
Mass time, but she ended up joining us via an iPhone on a tripod which was carried
from the lectern to the altar to wherever – not the polished ‘zoom’ Mass I try to
create, but if that is what it takes to have someone with us, then that is what it
takes.
Now those who have not experienced the CWL when they gather for these events
must be warned that there is an incredible amount of energy, joy and sheer
extrovert enthusiasm lying just under the surface of these occasions. All it takes is
some good 1970’s pop and the CWL ladies are off. Playing Helen Reddy’s “I am
Woman” at a good volume is like lighting a touch-paper that releases all this power
and the faint hearted should stand back! So on Friday night after the business of
the first day, we had fun!
The Saturday was the full meeting and again we got through a lot of business.
Doing these hybrid meetings can be tedious when it comes to voting and alike, but
the technical crew did an incredible job of getting the external votes cast via an online app so they came through very quickly and it all worked like a dream.
On the Sunday the executive gathered together again to do a post-convention
roundup, and we were done. Really the thought of the national convention in
Kelowna that is to come in August was very much on everyone’s minds and we are
all really looking forward to that gathering.
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Father’s Day
The Sunday was also Father’s Day, so
with a relatively short meeting that day
I got back to my brother’s house at
2pm to find my Mum and Dad already
there, then my brother arrived home
(with food), and then my brother’s
oldest son with his two sons, so we had
four generations of the family together.
For Dad this was the best present he
could have possibly imagined for
Father’s Day. It is so rare for me to be
able to be with Dad on Father’s Day as
I am normally too far away, so this was
a real treat for us all.

Sadly I didn’t take any photos at our family gathering,
all I have is this shot of the day that we got Dad’s car
(shown), my brother’s truck and also my car
professionally cleaned and ‘detailed’. Dad is very proud
of his classic Volvo and he always keeps it immaculate.

Graham’s Funeral
After the convention I had a number of tasks I
had to do for the CWL as well as a few things I
had to do in connection with the parish, and
these took a couple of days. But just before I
had arrived in the Lower Mainland the husband
of a very close friend of my younger sister died.
Graham was 66 years old and had been dealing
with a cancerous brain tumour for a number of
years. Graham’s spirit throughout his illness
was incredible. The tumour was inoperable and
was located behind his left eye.
I don’t want to go into detail about Graham or
his family or the funeral, except to say that it
was so interesting visiting another funeral
home. I was reminded how extremely blessed
we are in the Elk Valley to have Cherished Memories and the staff who work there.
In larger centres the funeral homes are so busy that they just don’t have the time to
give you that same attention and care that we get here in the Valley from Cherished
Memories. So I was pleased to be able to be there with my sister and with
Graham’s family at their time of need and help them with some of the things that
the funeral home seemed too busy to do.

Graham 1956 - 2022
We think he was born in the same hospital
that I was born in.

One of the things I helped with was the ‘video’ – that every funeral now appears to
have – this meant working until about 3:30am in the morning to get it completed
on time. This large funeral went very well, and wait for this: I didn’t take the
service, rather it was my younger sister who stood up there at the front! I was so
incredibly proud of her; she struck exactly the right tone – she was amazing!
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Vancouver Island
I mentioned Grahams’ funeral
partly because I wanted to
point out just how fortunate we
are to have such a wonderful
funeral home in our area,
partly to recognise the skills of
my sister, but also to explain
that as my time away went on I
was just getting more and more
tired!
Early mornings, full
days and late nights and I
could feel that I just needed to
The holes in my mosquito net that covered the car were
get away for a few days. So I
obviously too large as all the little critters got through!
did a little re-jigging of my
plans for my time on Vancouver Island so I could have a few days camping.
I was doing a number of things on the Island: the ladies of the Duncan CWL had
particularly asked to meet up with me, and their pastor has just taken on the role of
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor to the CWL, and we are trying to build links between
the Spiritual Advisors across B.C. As I was on the Island I also got the chance to
celebrate the weekend Mass with a
group of CWL ladies in a parish that has
no CWL and we gave the League a good
plug! I was also seeing the out-going
diocesan Spiritual Advisor for the
Victoria diocese, as well as seeing a
family for whom I will be doing a
funeral in Fernie next week. But despite
these tasks, I saw that I could still get
two whole days – and three nights –
away in the middle of nowhere camping!

Camping
I hadn’t foreseen this camping trip, so I
had none of my camping gear with me
except the few things I always carry in
my car. I didn’t even have a stove, thus
I couldn’t cook or make coffee! I relied
heavily on bought ice to keep what food
I had cool; the only cooler I had was
what I normally use for Thumper’s food.
But honestly, I didn’t care as long as I
was away from it all. Chips, pepperoni
and bread was just fine.
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Page 8

I drove towards a place in the north of the
Island where I had been last year, and found
a spot an hour’s walk from the small village
of Woss; it was near a river and there was
no one else in the area so it was totally
silent – for me that is paradise! Apparently
this summer had been wet and cool but the
days I was there the temperature was above
30ºC, so Thumper really needed the
river to keep cool.

The long wet period followed by all
this heat meant that
all those little flying
things that bite were
out in abundance
(above) and Thumper
ended up with a tick
attached to him.
(Right is the tick after I
removed it with pincers.)
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The nights were hot so I didn’t
sleep particularly well in a vehicle
with a warm dog and lots of gnats.
And as the area was so beautiful,
each day Thumper and I did a lot
of walking, not least into Woss for
more ice. But early Wednesday
morning we had to leave our little
bit of tranquility.
Wednesday and Thursday I was
again seeing people or at meetings
both on the Island and back in the
Lower Mainland, and Friday was
the twelve hour drive home. And
to add to this, on Thursday both
myself and my brother started to
get quite bad hay fever, and of
course there was the worry that it
might be covid; thankfully two
tests have shown that it wasn’t.
One more highlight of the
adventure was finding a pub that
did both Guinness and steak and
kidney pie! (See below). Very
Thumper worked out how to stay cool in the hot weather,
sadly although I ordered steak and
and that was by going off and sleeping in the bushes.
kidney, they gave me the wrong
pie which had no kidney’s in it!
Oh well, that treat will have to wait for my next trip to the Island.

In Conclusion
So I really did enjoy my time away. As always, the
CWL convention lifted my spirits and gave me a lot
to think about; I was pleased to be able to help my
sister and Graham’s family during such a difficult
time and again was left with things to meditate upon;
and as always, I loved camping in the middle of
nowhere; plus I got a lot of other useful work done.
But I think the highlight of the trip was Father’s Day.
Yet at the end of it I have to tell you, I am both
exhausted and I really feel I need another couple of
weeks just to stop (or at least slow down a bit) and
reflect upon all I saw and heard. I really do feel that I
need to find some quiet space to rest, reflect and pray.

