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21st/22nd May 2022 
Dear All,  

Again like last week, this might be a brief e-mail as there is not a lot of information 
to pass on from the Elk Valley. 
I do want to mention something about colours for 
those of you who like to dress according to the 
liturgical season. 

Planning Your Wardrobe! 
Over the next few weeks we have a whole 
series of major feasts coming up: 

29th May – Feast of the Ascension 
5th June  – Pentecost 
12th June – Trinity 
19th June – Corpus Christi 
26th June –13th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Of course, each follows on from the feast before it and leads into the next feast, but 
all the same, it is a very rich meal of celebrations that we have ahead of us. 

For the feast of the Ascension the church will be in white, and for the feast of 
Pentecost the church will be in red, except that 5th June is also the weekend we 
will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, so perhaps we might have red 
along with a bit of silver-white. 

So if we are going into more than one colour, then what does that mean for the 
feast of ‘Corpus Christi’, which to give it its full title is, ‘The Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ’?  Instead of just white – which is the 
prescribed colour – should we perhaps have red as well to represent the Blood? 

But that gives us a challenge, because then on the feast of the Trinity should we be 
having red, white and blue?  But there again, perhaps it is for the Queen’s Jubilee 
that we should be bringing out the red, white and blue.  So confusing! 

But be sure, on the weekend of 26th June we will be back into green… except I 
think that might be Fathers’ Day, and I don’t know what colour Fathers’ Day is!  
What a quandary!  Well best of luck choosing what you are going to wear to 
church over the next number of weeks. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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Deacon Stephen’s Next Visit - in three week’s time 
And with this joyful array of feasts approaching, I am delighted to tell you that 
Deacon Stephen will be back with us for the weekend of 11th/12th June and he will 
preach at all the Masses that weekend.  I am triply pleased about this because not 
only does it mean that I get a weekend off from preaching, and I get the treat of 
hearing someone else break open the Word, but also the weekend he is preaching is 
the Feast of the Holy Trinity, a feast I always struggle with as I never know what to 
say on the Trinity!  A beautiful feast but a very difficult subject upon which to 
preach.  Well done Deacon Stephen for taking on this task. 

Slow Return towards Normal 
This week I was once more able to celebrate Mass at Rocky Mountain Village in 
Fernie, our local care home.  We had fifteen residence at Mass on Wednesday, 
which was wonderful; I am sure that this is a great powerhouse of prayer within 
our parish. 
While I have been celebrating Mass there up to Easter, they had an outbreak of 
Covid in the home so Mass was suspended for a few weeks.  And I guess that this 
is likely to be the pattern for the foreseeable future, and not just in this particular 
home, but more generally, that things will return to something like normal and then 
suddenly there will be a hiccup and we will pause for a short time. 

Currently I am getting tested for Covid every week so that I can go into the care 
homes and the hospital, and of course there is the chance that at some point I will 
come back with a positive test, and then obviously I would want to keep my 
distance from people.  But we might have to cross that bridge when we come to it. 

Sad Week 
As I mentioned last week, we seem to have a number of people struggling with 
various health issues – many with really long names, which is always a bit 
frightening – so are prayers are with those who are unwell at this time.  Also there 
have been a number of deaths in the Valley this last week or so, and my heart and 
prayers go out to all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  While every 

death is unique and has a profound effect on those 
closest to the person who has passed on, each of these 
recent deaths has had a particular ‘back story’ that has 
touched me in some way. 

Having said that, we also have a number of baptisms 
and weddings being arranged just at the moment, which 
has lifted my spirits.  One wedding is going to have 
Banjo (left) as the “Flower Child”.  Thumper is very 
envious of this and has been asking if Banjo is allowed 
to do this, then why can’t he bring up the offertory gifts 
at Mass one weekend?  But somehow, I don’t think this 
is going to work. 
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And Finally…  
This week Thumper 
decided that big sticks 
were his thing!  Not 
only did he find a 
particularly large one 
that he fell in love with, 
but he also jumped over 
streams while carrying 
it, and in all he hauled it 
for about 2km.  Then 
sadly some heartless 
soul told him that he 
couldn’t bring it with 
him in the car!  Can you 
imagine that! 

With prayers,

Fr. David  & Thumper
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Zoom Links – To Our Sunday Masses  

Link to Our Sunday Masses 
To get the link to our two weekend Masses and to our Holy Week services please 
send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you will then 
receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
Don’t forget, if you don’t have the internet but have a phone you can still listen to 
Mass via a phone call to our Zoom link. 
Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Normally there is “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” who watches the chat for any problems 
or prayer intentions.  If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send 
your message directly and it will remain private.   

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”.  Hopefully as 
soon as we see you waiting we will let you in.  If there is a bit of a delay, please just 
wait; we will be with you as quickly as we can. 

And for those who are attending church in person, be careful: 
Please continue to be careful when you are in church.  Please sanitise your hands, 
wear a mask if you wish and always think of the good of others.  As you move 
about in church you might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, and be 
conscious that others might have health vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.   
Everyone still needs to be careful.

Our churches are open to those without any Covid symptoms. 
But Covid is still a real threat – thus caution is needed!
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