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12th/13th February 2022 
Dear All,  

I really do think that the camping season is 
rapidly approaching!  The snow is receding, 
the days are getting warmer, the sun is in the 
sky for longer… that just leaves the mud! 

Where I lived in Northern B.C. the mud was 
called ‘gumbo’, that is, mud like no other 
mud.  It would suck you in and not let you go!  
Walk into gumbo and your boots would 
become heavier and heavier until suddenly 
your next step would either claim your boot 
and leave you in socks, or you would be stuck.  
This is not something that anyone wants to 
drive in – I know from personal experience! 

World Day of the Sick 
I write this on Thursday, and tomorrow – or as you read this today or perhaps 
yesterday, or whenever Friday 11th February is/was for you – it is “The Thirtieth 
World Day of the Sick”, a day dedicated to awareness of how sickness effects 
people and a day of prayer for those who are sick and those who take care of the 
them, particularly those who dedicate their lives to the care of the sick. 

Early this morning I was part of a webinar from Rome about this day.  The theme 
of the day is: 

“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). 
Standing on a path of charity beside those who suffer. 

Pope Francis has written a letter introducing the day, and the theme of ‘mercy’ 
came up a number of times.  Here is just a very short part of what the Pope wrote: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Thirty years ago Saint John Paul II instituted the World Day of the Sick to 
encourage the people of God, Catholic health institutions and civil society to 
be increasingly attentive to the sick and to those who care for them…   
The supreme witness of the Father’s merciful love for the sick is his only-
begotten Son.  How often do the Gospels relate Jesus’ encounters with people 
suffering from various diseases!  He “went about all Galilee, teaching in 

Me stuck in Gumbo a few years ago. 

Gumbo:  a fine clayey soil that becomes 
sticky and impervious when wet.

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every infirmity among the people” (Matthew 4:23).  We do well 
to ask ourselves why Jesus showed such great concern for the sick, so much 
so that he made it paramount in the mission of the apostles, who were sent by 
the Master to proclaim the Gospel and to heal the sick (cf. Luke 9:2). 
One twentieth-century philosopher suggests a reason for this: “Pain isolates 
in an absolute way, and absolute isolation gives rise to the need to appeal to 
the other, to call out to the other”. [Emmanuel Levinas, 1906-1995]  When 
individuals experience frailty and suffering in their own flesh as a result of 
illness, their hearts become heavy, fear spreads, uncertainties multiply, and 
questions about the meaning of what is happening in their lives become all 
the more urgent.  How can we forget, in this regard, all those patients who, 
during this time of pandemic spent the last part of their earthly life in 
solitude, in an intensive care unit, assisted by generous healthcare workers, 
yet far from their loved ones and the most important people in their lives?  
This helps us to see how important is the presence at our side of witnesses to 
God’s charity, who, following the example of Jesus, the very mercy of the 
Father, pour the balm of consolation and the wine of hope on the wounds of 
the sick.  

I loved this last line about pouring “the balm of consolation and the wine of hope 
on the wounds of the sick.”  This is a quote from the latest version of the Mass that 
has been published in Italian but has not yet made it into English.  It comes in a 
‘Preface’, that is, the part that comes immediately before the Eucharistic Prayer.  
This preface, which is addressed to the Father, goes something like: 

In his mortal life Jesus journeyed,  
 helping and healing all those who were prisoners of suffering. 
Even today He comes next to those wounded in body and spirit 
 as a good Samaritan  
  and pours on their brokenness the oil of comfort and the wine of hope. 
For this gift of your grace,  
 even the darkness of pain opens  
  to the Easter light of your crucified and risen Son. 

The webinar from Rome was very early in the morning and I might have rested my 
eyelids for a couple of moments during it, but one part I do remember is a priest 
who was a chaplain to a hospital in Poland talking about his work.  He talked about 
the obvious need for chaplains, but he went on to say that what was needed even 
more was chaplaincies!  By this he meant that all of us should take on the role of 
comforter and the bringer of hope to those who are sick. 

So we do pray for all those who are unwell, in body or in spirit, and pray that 
Christ will come to them as the Good Samaritan and pour upon them comfort and 
hope.  We pray for those who care for the sick, that they will be given strength and 
encouragement.  And we pray for all of us, that “following the example of Jesus” 
we will journey with those who suffer and love them with Christ’s love. 
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Looking Forward to Lent  
I am very much looking foreword to our series of Lent talks.  But I have realised 
that our clocks will change on 13th March, but in Britain they don’t change their 
clocks until 27th March.  So while all the talks will be at 7pm in Britain – which 
normally is midday here in the Mountain Time Zone – two of our talks will be one 
hour later at 1pm.  Hopefully this won’t make too much difference for many.   
So please note that the talks will be at: 

12noon Mountain Time on: 
Thursday 10th March – Fr. John Patrick Thomas, a priest from Wales.   
1pm Mountain Time on: 
Thursday 17th March – Fr. Anthony O’Gorman, a priest in the Plymouth Diocese. 
Thursday 24th March – Sister Bernadette Reis,  

who works in Vatican Radio and Media. 
12noon Mountain Time on: 
Thursday 31st March – Mr. Jeremy Skelton, Religious Education Advisor  

 to the Plymouth Diocesan Schools.  
Thursday 7th April –  Prof. Anthony Towey, director of the ‘Centre for Catholic 

 Education, Research and Religious Literacy’ 
 at St. Mary’s University in London, England. 

Thankfully the clocks in Rome change on the same date as in Britain, so Sister 
Bernadette’s talk will run as normal, although I think Rome are one hour ahead of 
Britain… (Sorry, my brain is starting to hurt trying to work out who will be on 
what time when only some clocks have changed!  I am sure that all will be well.) 

And Finally… 

Camping? 
Did he mention 

camping?

This weekend 
Deacon Stephen will 
be with us and will be 
preaching. 

Next weekend  we 
have two baptisms – 
in Fernie we will be 
welcoming Astrid and 
in Sparwood we will 
be welcoming Ember.  

What a joy!  

With prayers,

Fr. David   
& Thumper
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Zoom Links – To Our Weekend Masses 

Link to Weekend Masses 
To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
Don’t forget, even if you have already changed your clocks, or still haven’t changed 
them since last year, if you don’t have the internet but have a phone you can still 
listen to Mass via a phone call to our Zoom link. 
Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Normally there is “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” who watches the chat for any problems 
or prayer intentions.  If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send 
your message directly and it will remain private.   

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”.  Hopefully as 
soon as we see you waiting we will let you in.  If there is a bit of a delay, please just 
wait; we will be with you as quickly as we can. 

And for those who are attending church in person, be careful: 
Please continue to be careful when you are in church.  Please sanitise your hands, 
wear a mask at all times, always think of the good of others. As you move about in 
church you might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, and be conscious that 
others might have health vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.   
Everyone still needs to be careful.

Our churches are open to those without any Covid symptoms. 
But Covid is still a real threat – thus caution is needed!
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