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Christmas Services in Brief –– full details are on both parish websites 
Christmas Eve: 5pm Fernie ………..Broadcast on Zoom 
 9pm Elkford  
 12midnight On-line only… Broadcast on Zoom 
Christmas Day: 9am  Sparwood ……Broadcast on Zoom 
Sunday 26th: 9am Sparwood ……Broadcast on Zoom 
 12noon Fernie. 
 

25th/26th December 
Dear All,  
Merry Christmas… or at least, when 
Christmas arrives I wish you a happy and holy celebration.  
As I write there are still three whole sleeps before the big 
day!  (For some people there might be a dozen or more 
sleeps before Christmas if they don’t limit themselves to just one per day!) 

Above are the times of our services over Christmas.  At the end of this e-mail are 
the Zoom links for our Christmas Masses and for Sunday 26th December. 

I have no idea how many people will turn up in person at each Mass.  We heard 
today that the Cathedral in Washington D.C. has unilaterally decided to close due 
to the spike in the cases of the omicron variant of covid; this was not because they 
were forced to close but because they decided that they could not ask people to 
assemble in large numbers.  So it is a difficult time.  If you decide to come to one 
of our Masses, then you are very welcome, but if you decide not to, then please 
remember that Communion is still available for those who turn up in their vehicles 
after Mass.  We will broadcast the main Masses via Zoom and you are very 
welcome to watch the Mass, hear the readings and the carols, join in the time of 
prayer, and then receive Communion in your vehicle after Mass. 

The Midnight Mass won’t be from a stable this year, it will be coming from a nice 
warm place, but hopefully many of those elements of the first Christmas will be 
there for this simple and quiet Mass. 

Merry Christmas 
and a Joy-filled New Year

Merry Christmas 
and a Joy-filled New Year
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Pope Francis’ Message to the People of the  Philippines 
This week the Pope wrote: 

I express my closeness to the people of the Philippines affected by a strong 
typhoon, which has destroyed many homes.  May the Santo Niño bring 
consolation and hope to the families most in need; and may he inspire 
practical help in all of us!  The first genuine help is prayer. 

With this in mind we do hold those affected by this ‘super-typhoon’ Rai in our 
prayers, and very particularly, we do hope and pray that the families of all our 
Filipino parishioners are safe.  

Coming Home for Christmas 
If you have family joining you for Christmas, please do tell them that they are 
warmly invited to join us and be part of our Christmas Masses.  
This year the Masses will be slightly simplified to try to minimise people having to 
move around the church.  Also, due to Covid we do expect there to be far fewer 
people turning up in person, so each Mass is likely to be that bit shorter. 
The point of gathering at Christmas, whether we are practising Catholics or not, is 
so we can hear the Word of God proclaimed – so we can hear again the story of 
Christ being born.  For me, each year as I re-read the very familiar passages they 
say something new  (see below).  
Then having heard the Word and reflected upon it, we pray; that is, we let 
ourselves talk to God and listen to God speaking in our hearts. 
And then for many of us, we will actually receive Christ Himself in the Eucharist; 
again God coming to us and enriching us, giving our spirits new strength. 
So please do encourage your family to join us as we listen anew to the great events 
of Christ’s birth.  Perhaps it will strike them in a new way which will help them 
know God’s love for them.   
And please do invite them to join us in prayer, when they can share with God the 
joy and love they are experiencing at Christmas, or perhaps they can hand over to 
God some of the weight they are carrying, or some negative emotions, or confusion 
or anxiety, and then in their heart feel something beyond words.  
And please do let them know that the sacraments are their for them, and that God 
wants to reach out to them and be food for their innermost selves.  

What Struck Me in the Readings this Year:   
This year I can’t help but reflect upon the fact that when Christ was born it was in the midst of a 

whole variety of animals.  A stable where there is a feeding trough (manger) is obviously the 
home for cattle.  And if there are shepherds there must be sheep.  And what barn is there which 
doesn’t have a cat that sneaks in and finds a warm place to sleep.  And that is before the mice 

and all the birds that would have nested in the roof, or at least, sheltered there.   
And was there a dog barking somewhere?
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Christmas Dinner 
For those who do not know, at Christmas dinner as 
well as the bird and some gravy I eat a number of 
vegetables.  Obviously roast potatoes, but also 
boiled potatoes, and if I am at my sister’s house, 
perhaps even scallop potatoes.  And while meat and 
three vegetable dishes is good, I always try to go a 
bit further and have a sprout.  That is not ‘sprouts’ 
but ‘a sprout’.  The reason for this is that for years 
and years I was always told, “One won’t kill you!”  
Now the obvious logic of this is, that if one won’t 
kill you, then perhaps two might?  Anyway, I don’t 
want to take a chance, so I stick to one. 
I have to admit that shopping before Christmas can 
be difficult; with such a pile of sprouts on display, 
how does one choose which one to have?  And then, 
when you turn up at the checkout with just one 
sprout in a plastic bag, it doesn’t look good.  I have 
given up trying to explain, I just smile and say, 
“Yes, just one.”  But I now have my sprout to go 
with my duck, so I think I am ready for Christmas.  

Merry Christmas 
The weather forecast for the next week is for heavy 
snow and very cold temperatures, so I do hope that 
you keep warm and safe.  Our thoughts and prayers 
are with those who have to travel over Christmas.   
So whether you are with family or separated from 
them, I hope that you do more than just keep warm, 
my prayer is that you will know God’s warmth 
within you at some point during the next few days. 

And Finally... 
Thumper tried to get 
into the Christmas 
spirit by dressing up as 
Santa;  or at least he 
tried to put on a Santa 
hat, but it isn’t easy 
with just paws, so 
eventually he gave up.  
With prayers,   Fr. David   

& Thumper

Top – Christmas dinner 2018 
complete with one sprout. 

Above – the pile of sprouts in the 
supermarket on Wednesday.
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Zoom Links – Christmas Weekend 

Link to Weekend Masses 
To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
Don’t forget, even if you are hiding in your room trying to escape the family, if you 
have cell service then ‘church’ is there and available.  So if you don’t have access 
to the internet you can still listen to Mass via a phone call to our Zoom link. 
Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Normally there is “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” who watches the chat for any problems 
or prayer intentions.  If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send 
your message directly and it will remain private.   

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”.  Hopefully as 
soon as we see you waiting we will let you in.  If there is a bit of a delay, please just 
wait; we will be with you as quickly as we can. 

And for those who are attending church in person, be careful: 
Please continue to be careful when you are in church.  Please sanitise your hands, 
wear a mask at all times, always think of the good of others. As you move about in 
church you might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, and be conscious that 
others might have health vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.  Everyone still 
needs to be careful. 

Our churches are open to those without any Covid symptoms. 
But Covid is still a real threat – thus caution is needed!

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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God’s Chosen Instruments 
Back in Britain there is a well known joke: 

A great storm is forecast and the whole of a valley is going to flood, so 
everyone moves out of their homes and flees to high ground, except for 
one faithful Christian.   
The water level begins to rise, so the police come to the man in a big 
Land-Rover and tell him he has to leave, but without hesitation the man 
says, “No thank you; God will save me.” 
The waters rise and the house is surrounded by a lake and the man 
moves to the upstairs of his house.  Next the search and rescue turn up 
in a boat and tell the man to come because the waters are still rising, 
but without hesitation he says, “No thank you; God will save me.” 
The waters rise and the house is almost covered with water so 
the man sits on his roof.  Next a helicopter comes to lift him 
off and take him to safety, but without hesitation he says, 
“No thank you; God will save me.” 
The man drowns. 
When he gets to heaven the man is confused and even a 
little bit angry, so when he sees God he says, “God, I put 
my trust in you and you didn’t save me!”   
God very quietly and calmly replied, “My son, I tried to save you but 
you rejected my offers; I sent you a Land-Rover, and then a boat and 
even a helicopter, what more did you want from me?” 

In Britain the take up rate for the covid vaccine is quite high, but some 
people are saying, “I don’t need it, God will save me.”  So the piece below is 
going around in Britain in answer to this:   

“A talented musician is good because they have been gifted by God, and 
a great athlete is able to win, first and foremost, because God gave them 
an extra special body.  In the same way our best scientists are able to 
produce ways to cure all sorts of ailments and produce protective 
vaccines because God has gifted these people with these scientific skills.  
Thus through the goodness of God, scientists have used their gifts to 
produced a vaccine, and similarly, we are so blessed to live in a society 
that has the resources to make and distribute this vaccine to you; first 
one jab, then a second, and now for many a third.   
So God is reaching out to save you, if only you will accept it; what more 
did you want from God?” 

I am not sure of all the theology of the above, but it does pose an interesting 
question, ‘How do we expect God to come to us?’  Doesn’t God most commonly 
come to us through others?  Through the gifts and talents God has given to others?
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