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9th/10th October 

Dear All,  
Greetings from the north of Vancouver Island, and I am sure it will come as no 
surprise to anyone who knows Vancouver Island to say that it is raining!  I think 
that is what it does on the Island a lot of the time, or at least, in the northern part. 

While up in the Elk Valley it might be cold, at least it is 
fairly dry; I had forgotten just how damp it can get near 
the coast.  My brother’s neighbour was moving some 
old tyres around in his yard and the side that had been 
away from the sun was all green with moss which had 
grown on them – a common sight in the Lower 
Mainland.  Right now in Sparwood it is near to -10ºC 
but it is clear and sunny; here near Port Hardy it might 
be fifteen degrees warmer, but very damp so doesn’t feel 
warm in any sense. 

But another feature of the weather here is that it can be 
changeable; these last few days it has been raining and 
then the sun breaks through and there is a bit of blue 
sky and it is lovely (except for all the puddles).  This 

has meant that Thumper and I have managed to get out and about.  While I have 
been more busy than I expected with 
various CWL related items and some 
other commitments, they have all 
seemed to fit in nicely with the bits of 
sunshine we have had so Thumper and 
myself have gone exploring. 

Something else I had forgotten was just 
how many people there are in the 
Lower Mainland and in the south of 
Vancouver Island.  One can forget any 
idea of going for a quiet walk and 
seeing no one, instead the ‘game’ 
seems to be working out when the nicer 
places for a walk aren’t quite so busy. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

My thermometer in Sparwood a few 
minutes before I wrote this.

Thumper and I did find a little bit of space just 
outside Victoria thanks to a power line.
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Catholic Women’s League Meetings 
Our CWL Provincial Executive meetings last weekend went well.  Some new faces 
and some old faces… sorry, what I meant was, some new faces and some very 
familiar faces, and all of them looking very young.  And this week has also been 
good as I have been able to touch base with a lot of people and to promote the 
work of the CWL. 

But I have to say that I have been more busy than I expected, not just with CWL 
work, but I have also had a number of my regular on-line meetings.  But one issue 
is that being on ‘Pacific Time’ rather than ‘Mountain Time’ meant that my monthly 
Zoom meeting with my home diocese in Britain was at 5am rather than 6am.  And 
indeed of the seven days I have been away so far, on three of them I have had to be 
up at 5am or earlier and the other four I had to be up by 6am.  So I am really 
looking forward to next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday when (as yet) I have no 
commitments and I hope that I will be able to get caught up on my sleep. 

Fr. Marian 
I am very grateful to Fr. Marian for being with us these last couple of weeks.  I 
understand that there were a couple of power-outages in the house these last two 
nights; I hope that Fr. Marian is still able to turn the lights on and keep the heating 
at the right temperature (two functions I control remotely).  I am sure that the 
parishioners will look after him.  

A New Word:  Synodal 
This week I got a letter from my bishop in Britain, Bp. Mark, telling us about a 
synod that will be held in Rome in 2023.  Leading up to this there will be a 
‘synodal process’!  The Bishop writes: 

“A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place in the Catholic Church from 
October 2021 that culminates in the final Synod Gathering of Bishops in 
Rome in October 2023.  The overall theme is ‘For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, Mission’.  Pope Francis will open the Synodal 
Journey in Rome on 10th October.”  
‘Synod’ (from the Greek Synodos) literally means ‘walking together’.  This 
dimension of our Church life asks, “How is this ‘journeying together’ 
happening in our situation?  What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to 
make to grow in this journeying together so that we can reach out to our 
brothers and sisters more effectively, that they, too, may be part of this 
journey with us?”  As the Lord reminds us in today’s Gospel, “Everything is 
possible for God”.  All else in life fades away, knowing that we are 
accompanied by our Lord and Saviour.  He desires that we find the path to 
His Kingdom and that we assist one another along the way.  To be focused on 
Him is our main priority.  We want others, who do not know Him, to join us 
on this journey with Him, and to His Kingdom.” 
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I am not completely sure how, in this diocese, we are going to be synodally 
journeying, but I thought it was good to make you aware of what is happening.  
Very particularly I think this idea of ‘mission’ and ‘evangelisation’ will come up 
more and more over the next few years.   

I think of it this way:  I believe that Jesus reveals to us a truth that is lacking in our 
world.  I believe that so many people are searching for something more, and the 
answer they seek won’t be found in buying more stuff, nor will it be found in 
mindfulness, yoga or any self focused meditation; the answer is Jesus.  While some 
are actively searching, I am sure that there are many who are very quietly watching 
and would respond positively if they thought that they could move forward towards 
something with greater meaning in their life.  And I believe that we have the 
answer for all of these people.  The problem is that we are not particularly good at 
explicitly sharing it.  Very many people implicitly share their faith by the loving 
lives that they live, but I think that this ‘synodal journey’ is about being able to find 
the ways we can make that message of a life lived in love into an invitation to 
others to walk a similar path. 

To this end the Vatican has produced a prayer that will accompany each stage of 
this journeying, and I include it below. 

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first words in Latin mean, “We stand before You, 
Holy Spirit,” which has been historically used at Councils, Synods and other 
Church gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to Saint Isidore of Seville 
(560 - 636).  This prayer invites the Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may 
be a community and a people of grace.  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  
 as we gather together in Your name.  
With You alone to guide us,  
 make Yourself at home in our hearts;  
Teach us the way we must go  
 and how we are to pursue it.  
We are weak and sinful;  
 do not let us promote disorder.  
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path   
 nor partiality influence our actions.  
Let us find in You our unity  
 so that we may journey together to eternal life   
 and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.  
All this we ask of You,  
 who are at work in every place and time,  
 in the communion of the Father and the Son,   
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

A seagull on a beach  
near Victoria. 
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And Finally... 
Thumper wants me to tell you that he has also been very busy this last week or so.  
He has made lots of new friends, including my brother’s cats: 

While we were waiting outside the diocesan offices in Victoria, Thumper also met 
Bishop Gary’s two dogs, Merlin and Taku.  Taku is just nine months old and came 
bounding up to Thumper saying, “I am the Bishop’s dog so I rule the roost.”  
Thumper then pinned him to the ground and politely said, “No, think again, kid!”  
Slightly embarrassed I wanted to say to the Bishop, “Oh, they are just having a bit 
of fun sorting out who is the 
‘alpha’ dog.” but instead I 
took the coward’s way out 
and said, “Thumper, you 
naughty dog.”  Well, he was a 
bishop! 

But we also have managed 
one nice long ride as we 
travelled up the Island 
yesterday.  The picture was 
taken near Campbell River. 
Ha!  It has stopped raining.  I 
must go out and play!  With a 
promise of prayers from a 
very damp Vancouver Island. 

I have a new 
friend and 

we are going 
to play in a 

minute.

If he makes 
one move I 
will have 

him with all 
my claws.

Fr. David  & Thumper
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses (it is the same link for either Mass) 

Fr. David is inviting you to be part of our Weekend Masses.  
Topic:  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Date & Time: Saturday 9th October at 5pm Mountain Time, and 
 Sunday 10th October at 9am Mountain Time 
To Join Zoom broadcast:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2504236127  
If you have the Zoom App, you can join via  Meeting ID: 250 423 6127 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, you can try to get away, but the parish is still there, indeed sitting 
just inside your phone!  So even if you don’t have access to the internet you can 
still listen to Mass while you are on your travels via a phone call to our Zoom link. 
All you have to do to call in and listen is: 

For audio only, tap:  +17789072071,,2504236127#,,# 
Or if you are manually dialling this number:  1 778 907 2071 (pause and wait for 
the prompt) 250 423 6127# (pause and wait for the prompt) # 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
This week there is no “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” so I will try to pick up any chat.  
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
and it will remain private.  I try to scan all the ‘chat’ at the end of Mass.   

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”.  Hopefully as 
soon as we see you waiting we will let you in.  If there is a bit of a delay, please just 
wait; I will be with you as quickly as I can. 

And for those who are attending church in person, be careful: 
Please continue to be careful when you are in 
church.  Please sanitise your hands, wear a 
mask when moving about the church as you 
might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, 
and be conscious that others might have health 
vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.  
Everyone still needs to be careful.

Our churches are still open without a limit on numbers. 
But Covid is in the population – so caution is needed!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2504236127
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