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3rd/4th July — Post Canada Day Weekend 

Dear All,  
Very short and simple this week.  We will 
keep the Canada Day theme running as I 
am sure that many people will be taking 
this as a long weekend.  If you do have 
family or friends, or if you are off camping, 
I hope that it is a good time for you. 

Canada Day Long Weekend  
The government’s canada.ca website has a 
statement on it regarding Canada Day, and 
interestingly, it is so similar to what I was 
about to write: 

Canada Day 2021:  A time to reflect 
The recent findings of unmarked graves of children found on or near the grounds of 
former Indian Residential Schools have sent shockwaves through Indigenous 
communities across the country.  All of Canada is in mourning and stands with First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples in this difficult time. 

Systemic racism has also not spared racialized communities, which have been the targets 
of violence across the country in recent weeks. 

On July 1st, let us take time to reflect on the violence that our institutions may have 
inflicted, the impact that this violence continues to have today on Indigenous peoples and 
racialized communities, and the journey that each of us must take toward reconciliation 
and living together. 

Of course, we need to reflect, but very much we need to pray – for our country and 
for the Catholic Church in Canada. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

Our churches are now open without a limit on numbers. 
But Covid is still in the population – so caution is needed!

http://canada.ca
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News from Across the Pond  
The Plymouth diocese has forwarded me the following message about my retired 
bishop in England, Bp. Christopher: 

“Bishop Christopher would like to thank all those who have kindly supported 
him during his recovery from his recent surgery.  That recovery continues to 
go well.  He now awaits further treatment and would appreciate it if you 
would kindly keep him in the prayers that have accompanied him hitherto.  
He will reciprocate all the prayers that have come his way and appreciates 
the great kindness shown him by so many people.  He sends his warmest 
greetings and love to everyone.” 

I also got a short note from Fr. Albert, our newly ordained priest in the Plymouth 
diocese, thanking us for our prayers and saying how much he appreciates them. 

Independence Day 
Okay, we can’t let the 4th July go by without some small reference to our 
neighbours to the south.  We do wish them well as they too try to pull their country 
together after such a difficult history.  Additionally, like us in Western Canada, they 
are looking at a difficult summer if this heat and dry weather continues for any 
length of time.  And let us hope that the border will soon reopen! 

And Finally... 
How do you keep cool on a hot day?  Thumper’s answer is to go out and have a 
game of soccer.  But Thumper’s soccer isn’t so much ‘foot-ball’ as ‘put it in my 
mouth-ball’. 

With prayers, 

Fr. David  

& Thumper
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your data plan does not allow you to 
watch Sunday Mass on Zoom without using up all of your month’s data in one go, 
then you can always call in and listen.  Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
to “1A - Chat” and it will remain private. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  
the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can. 

Everyone still needs to be careful. 
Even having a Covid vaccination doesn’t prevent you carrying the disease and 
giving it to others!  Thus if you are vaccinated, please don’t say, “I’m okay, I have 
had the jab, so I can go and 
hug people.”  This might 
be given as a gesture of 
love and kindness, but now 
is not the time for this.  
Everyone still needs to be 
careful. 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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