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31st July/1st August 

Dear All,  
Oh my goodness, here comes August already!  I love July because when the 
weather is so nice one can enjoy it knowing that all of August is yet to come!   

Grandparents Day 
I was so pleased with how many people commented positively on last 
weekend’s, “World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly”.  But the 
more I think about it, the more I wonder if there ought to be two days, 
one for younger grandparents and their generation, and then another 
day for those who have aged with dignity and are now matriarchal or 
patriarchal figures.  It is just that when I look at some of our seniors, the 
old Italians in Fernie, or some of those who were born in Michel or Natal  1

eighty or more years ago, really myself, my siblings and our generation don’t 
deserve the same honour and status as them; they have something special. 

John’s Gospel 
Last week we heard the description of the miracle of the multiplication of the 
loaves; now we have skipped over Jesus’ walking on the water, and in the gospel 
reading we are in Capernaum.  This week we will hear from Jesus the great words,  

“I am the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,  
 and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

If a person was deeply in love they might just say about the other person, ‘They 
give me life; without them I am empty and alone.’  And here today in the Gospel 
Jesus is inviting us into exactly that same relationship as the lover.  But this is not 
just a wish or an emotion, next week Jesus will build upon this teaching and say,  

“I am the living bread which has come down from heaven.  
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever;  
 and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.” 

Jesus leaves us this promise as something we can see, touch and taste; this is not just 
an idea, but something that is physically there when we are too tired to think, or too 
confused to know anything.  Jesus is not just words, but Word and Sacrament. 

 The small towns that served the coal mines which were knocked down when Sparwood was built.1

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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This week in our 
video we meet 
some wildlife: 

deer, moose and 
even a 

porcupine, but 
not a bear! 

And Finally... 
Thumper is slowly learning 
that when we see a wild 
animal in the bush he doesn’t 
have to chase it.  It is difficult 
as this is his instinct – and 
something that brings him 
great excitement and joy – but 
he is learning, thus I have 
managed to photograph some 
of those who we have met. 

With prayers, 

Below: this is just another smoky sunset.

Fr. David  & Thumper
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your data plan does not allow you to 
watch Sunday Mass on Zoom without using up all of your month’s data in one go, 
then you can always call in and listen.  Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
to “1A - Chat” and it will remain private. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  
the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can. 

And for those who are with us in person, be careful: 
Please continue to be careful when you are in church.  Please sanctify – or do I 
mean sanitise – your hands, wear a mask when moving about the church as you 
might come within a ‘breath distance’ of others, and be conscious that others might 
have health vulnerabilities that you don’t know about.  Everyone still needs to be 
careful.

Our churches are now open without a limit on numbers. 
But Covid is still in the population – so caution is needed!
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