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5th/6th June - Feast of Corpus Christi 
Dear All,  

Here in the ElkValley the weather was simply 
wonderful this week.  It was really hot and I 
had to be careful about being in the sun too 
long or I would have easily burned, yet there 
was always more than just a breath of wind 
so it was easy to keep at a good temperature. 

I had a couple of nights away in the camper, 
which was so good for lots of reasons.  
Firstly, as I try to do every so often, I took 
some time to stop and just look at the readings 
that we will be having at Mass over the next few weeks.  This weekend we 
celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi, and then we will be back into “ordinary 
time” and into green vestments.  I will say more about this next week, but 
sufficient to say that we will have six weeks of reading from Mark’s gospel before 
switching to the wonderful ‘Bread of Life’ discourse from John, which will take us 
through the second half of July and most of August. 

Also this week I managed to get the best part of a day when I went through a 
couple of documents that the Vatican has recently produced.  I must say that I am 
always in awe of the priests who faithfully read all the encyclicals and documents 
pumped out by the Pope and the Vatican! These texts are often so ‘encoded’ - every 
word having been so carefully chosen to be theologically sound - that any idea of 
them being easy to read has gone out of the window, let alone being captivating or 
poetic.  But it was good to spend some time with a couple of different documents.   

(I sometimes wish that Readers Digest would do an abbreviated version of some of 
the texts, or better still, we could get an audio book of the original text read by 
someone like John Cleese [English comedian] so it would be a bit more interesting 
to listen to.  Many, many years ago I think it was John Cleese who I heard reading 
the ingredients list off the back of a breakfast cereal packet, and it was brilliant; so 
I am sure he could liven up even the most dry Vatican encyclical!) 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

Nice neighbours out here.  They very much 
keep themselves to themselves.  That’s good!

Our churches are now open for limited numbers – see below.
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Bishop Christopher 
Last week I sent a card off to Bp. Christopher.  Just this morning I heard the 
following from the diocese:  “Bishop Christopher is doing remarkably well 
following a procedure in hospital last week.  He is recuperating with friends and 
will have to undergo some further treatment for the cancer.  He is grateful for your 
prayers.”  I will keep you informed when I know more. 

Other Items – Please find on subsequent pages two items of importance.   
Kamloops Residential School Revelations 

Firstly a few words about the news that is coming out of Kamloops and the 
discovery of the buried remains of so many children.  Below I have just quoted a 
few paragraphs from two of the official church statements about this.  Last night I 
started to write something of my thoughts, but really this is such a sensitive and 
profound subject I don’t want to rush something out that might not do the tragic 
issue due reverence.  I will keep praying about this. 

The CWL Executive for B.C. and Yukon have decided to get together on Sunday 
night (via Zoom) to pray the rosary for these young people, their families and all 
effected by what happened at the Residential Schools.  Each member of the 
executive is also going to try to do at least one extra good deed in memory of these 
children.  You too might want to have a dedicated time of prayer for all those 
involved and to take on some positive task in the name of these youngsters. 

First Communion and Sunday Mass 
Also below is a page on what is happening 
this weekend at our Sunday Masses, which 
includes Deacon Stephen preaching, some 
kids receiving their First Holy Communion, 
and details of the arrangements of Mass and 
Communion over the next few weeks.  

And Finally... 
Someone wrote to me this week and, 
commenting on the reopening of the 
churches which allows fifty people in the 
building, said, “And going from 0 to 50 is 
quite amazing”.  Thumper said, “0 to 50?  I 
can make this thing do 0 to 100, just watch!  
Now where did he put his keys?”  Actually 
what Thumper wants is for me to get a self-
driving Tesla so he can sit in the driver’s seat 
going down the road! 

With prayers, Fr. David & Thumper
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Kamloops Residential School News 
I am sure that many people like myself will be struggling to take in the news that 
has come out during the last week about the remains of children found at the 
Kamloops Residential School.  The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
written a short statement where they say that they, 

...express our deepest sorrow for the heartrending loss of the children at the 
former Kamloops Indian Residential School on the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
First Nation. 
The news of the recent discovery is shocking. It rekindles trauma in numerous 
communities across this land. Honouring the dignity of the lost little ones 
demands that the truth be brought to light. 
This tragedy profoundly impacts Indigenous communities, with whom many 
people across this land and throughout the world now stand in solidarity. 
As we see ever more clearly the pain and suffering of the past, the Bishops of 
Canada pledge to continue walking side by side with Indigenous Peoples in 
the present, seeking greater healing and reconciliation for the future. 

The full text is available on the CCCB’s website:  https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/CCCB-Statement-on-discovery-at-residential-school-in-
Kamloops-31-May-2021-EN.pdf  (Or just go to www.cccb.ca and follow the links 
from the front page.) 

Archbishop Michael Miller, the Archbishop of the Vancouver Archdiocese and the 
bishop who has an overseeing role for all of B.C. similarly wrote saying,  

Each time new evidence of a tragedy is revealed, or another victim comes 
forward, countless wounds are reopened, and I know that you experience 
renewed suffering.   
I take this opportunity to reflect upon the apology I gave publicly before the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in 2013, words to which I remain 
committed and accountable: “I wish to apologize sincerely and profoundly to 
the survivors and their families, as well as to all those subsequently affected, 
for the anguish caused by the deplorable conduct of those Catholics who 
perpetrated mistreatment of any kind in these residential schools.”  The 
Church was unquestionably wrong in implementing a government colonialist 
policy which resulted in devastation for children, families and communities. 
If words of apology for such unspeakable deeds are to bring life and healing, 
they must be accompanied by tangible actions that foster the full disclosure of 
the truth. Truth comes before reconciliation. 

Again, the full statement and also the 2013 and 2015 apologies referred to are on 
the Vancouver Diocesan website at https://rcav.org/first-nations 

Bp. Gregory has also made a statement where he asks us to “pray for the repose of 
the souls of these children”.  This statement is on the Nelson diocesan website. 

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CCCB-Statement-on-discovery-at-residential-school-in-Kamloops-31-May-2021-EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CCCB-Statement-on-discovery-at-residential-school-in-Kamloops-31-May-2021-EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CCCB-Statement-on-discovery-at-residential-school-in-Kamloops-31-May-2021-EN.pdf
http://www.cccb.ca
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Sunday Mass Related Items 
We Are Open!!! 

In case you missed it last week, we are now allowed up to fifty people at any 
Sunday Mass.  So we are doing exactly as we did last year when we re-opened: 
you sign in, you have to wear a mask, you have to keep your distance, and you 
have to leave straight after Communion.  I am sure that there are no surprises here. 

We got up to 32 in Sparwood last weekend and I think we will get a few more this 
weekend.  If we get to fifty at any of the churches we will have to start doing a 
booking system, but I don’t want to introduce the complexity of this if it is not 
needed.  We will let this run and see how things go. 

For those in Sparwood, if you think there are too many people in church at 
St. Michael’s, then don’t forget there is also Mass in Elkford at 4pm on Sundays.  
We are unlikely to have crowds there any time soon.  And there is an entrance door 
and a different door to exit, so it is very easy to keep your distance from everyone 
(except Thumper, who doesn’t get the social distancing thing at all!) 

First Communion 
I am delighted that this weekend – Corpus Christi – we will be able to celebrate 
First Communion with some of our youngsters in Sparwood.  Then after that, in 
subsequent weekends, we will be celebrating First Communion in some of the 
other parishes.  And in the weeks ahead we are also hoping to be able to celebrate 
Confirmation with some of our young people.   

So prayers for all our youngsters who are currently in the final stages of their 
preparations for the reception of the sacraments.  

Deacon Stephen 
This weekend is unbelievably busy for me so I am very relieved that this weekend 
Deacon Stephen is kindly coming back to us and preaching on this, the Feast of 
Corpus Christi.  I am most grateful to him for helping out in this way, and also I am 
looking forward to his words of wisdom, which I always enjoy. 

Communion After Mass 
A couple of weeks ago I mentioned that I worried about how long people were 
waiting for Communion after Mass.  Thankfully now that problem seems to have 
solved itself.  Yet even with the churches open I will continue to distribute 
Communion after Mass for those who as yet can’t join us in the building.  But with 
obviously a lot fewer people coming to Communion after Mass I will slightly 
revise the times when it will be available.  So the new times are: 

Fernie - 6pm to 6:30pm 
Sparwood - 10am to 11am 

Elkford 5pm to 5:30pm 
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses (it is the same link for either Mass) 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your data plan does not allow you to 
watch Sunday Mass on Zoom without using up all of your month’s data in one go, 
then you can always call in and listen. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
to “1A - Chat” and it will remain private. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  
the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can.

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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