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12th/13th June – Back into ‘Ordinary Time’ 
Dear All,  

Many thanks for the two people who corrected me on my ‘hotchpot’ expression 
that I used in the covering e-mail to last week’s offering.  Yes, it should have been 
‘hodge-podge’; that sounds much better.  So my question is: if one had a pickup 
truck made of lots of different parts from different places, would it be a hodge-
podge-Dodge?  And would the garage where you parked it be a hodge-podge-
Dodge-lodge? 

Having time to think up hodge-podge jokes might seem to indicate that my life is 
not frantically busy, but I must say that here in my little world last week did seem 
somewhat overly full, and things have only very slightly eased up this week, as you 
will read.  So there many things I meant to do this week that are still on the ‘things 
to do’ list.  And I have to say, more thought and prayer about the Residential 
Schools revelations is one of those things. 

Covid 
We had a bit of a wake up call this week in 
Fernie.  On Monday I got news that 
someone who had attended our 5pm Mass 
in Fernie on Saturday 29th May had 
subsequently tested positive for Covid.  
They only tested positive a week after the 
Mass, but all the same, Interior Health 
asked us to contact all those who were at Mass that day, which we have done. 

So this says a couple of things to me.  Firstly, and most importantly, we must 
remember to take seriously the Covid protocols of ‘hands, face and space’: 
sanitise one’s hands, keep one’s face covered, and keep a good space around you. 

The person involved obviously didn’t know that they had met anyone with Covid, 
nor did they have any symptoms.  But they told me that they would have felt so 
terrible if they had infected anyone else. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

Our churches are now open for limited numbers – see below.
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So let’s not be wise after the event – or perhaps be regretful after an incident – 
rather let us now re-double our efforts to avoid possibly contaminating others.  You 
don’t have to mean to do it, and you don’t even have to be aware that you are doing 
it, but if you have met someone else with the coronavirus, you can still pass it on – 
even if you have been vaccinated.  So ‘hands, face and space’ is for everyone. 

Secondly, while everyone who was at that Mass in Fernie two weeks ago left their 
phone number as contact information, in fact for most people we contacted them 
via e-mail as this meant we could include the written notification from Interior 
Health and people could go back and re-read exactly what was said.  We thought 
that there was more possibility for confusion with a spoken message on the phone.  
So for those attending Mass, we might think of moving to e-mail address being the 
default contact detail.  Obviously, if you don’t use e-mail or don’t regularly check 
your e-mail a phone number might be better, but if you are on e-mail, this might be 
the best first choice.  Additionally, sending out one e-mail to multiple people takes 
a lot less time than calling each one individually by phone!   

Finally, if this does happen again and you receive an e-mail from us, please note 
that it is very important to ‘reply’ as we have to know that the person notified has 
actually received and understood the information provided to them.  By replying 
promptly you are helping the system work properly and greatly helping whoever is 
doing the notification. 

Sacraments –  
 First Holy Communion 

We congratulate Ryan and Jaxen who took First Holy 
Communion last week in Sparwood.  This week we will be 
celebrating First Communion in Elkford with Luka Canlas 
and Taia Vriend.  There are a number of youngsters (and 
perhaps one who isn’t quite that young) who will be receiving 
their First Communion during the summer in Fernie.   

I have to say that it is a great joy for me to see people 
receiving the Eucharist for the first time.  Also, every so 
often, I will give the Eucharist to someone who has not taken 
Communion for very many years, and this can be such a point 
of joy.  I never ask “Well, how did that feel?”, but I do wonder.  Sometimes I look 
at their face and it seems to say, ‘I have been away and now I am back, I am again 
under the roof of God, I didn’t know how to get back, or at least, I thought it was a 
journey too far, but by God’s generous grace I am here.’  And as someone who 
regularly receives Holy Communion I am challenged to think about it more, do I 
see it as once again God putting me tightly under God’s outstretched wing and 
welcoming me as an old friend who is always welcome at Christ’s table? 

We do pray for all those who are progressing through the sacraments and thank 
God for them. 
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Confirmation 
The exciting news is that we will be 
c e l e b r a t i n g t h e s a c r a m e n t o f 
Confirmation in Fernie at our 5pm 
Mass this Saturday.  Sadly because of 
the travel advisories that are still in 
effect, the Bishop can’t be with us, so 
he has delegated me to stand in for 
him.  So on Saturday we will be 
calling down the Holy Spirit upon: 

Keanan Lynch 
Olivia Luzny 
Jordan Dion 

Please do hold them in prayer, rejoice 
with them on Saturday, and thank God 
for them. 

Kamloops Residential School 
So many people have talked to me about this, and I can feel the pain people are 
feeling at the dreadful things that are being talked about across the media.  Our 
hearts do go out to all those affected by these revelations, most particularly those 
who had a family member who went away to school and never came back.  This 
must be a painful time for so many. 

Then I also know that many Catholics are questioning how this could happen in a 
Catholic institution, and there is no easy answer to that.  I so much feel that I must 
try to work out in my own mind what were the things we did – or the things that 
we accepted – that created a culture that made this possible and failed to point it 
out as wrong.  There must have been some sort of structural failure that let these 
things happen in so many of the residential schools.  The greatest service we can 
do to those young children who died is not just put rules in place that prevent 
things like this happening again, but also build a church where love is so central 
that anything like this will just be anathema, so contrary to our whole ethos, that it 
could never happen again. 

I am sure if we could clearly see Christ’s face we would see tears of heartbreak in 
his eyes, and these tears come from his love for each of us but particularly for 
‘little ones’ like those who were in these schools.  Christ’s response would be a 
response of love so our response must be a response of love, a real commitment to 
move from the institutional model of the Church to a model built around love.  We 
must again and again try to understand that the Trinity isn’t a corporate entity, 
rather if it does have a characteristic, it is a Trinity of love based on relationships; 
and the Church must model itself on this. 
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So to take one trivial example: if a couple come to me and say they want to get 
married, my first response is to tell them that they must do a marriage preparation 
course, I then tell them all the documents that they will need and the forms that 
have to be completed.  Why isn’t my first reaction to have a burning desire to see 
how we as a Church can help this couple identify Christ’s love for them in their 
love for one another?  The answer is simple, I have to have certain forms before me 
before I can licitly preside at a marriage; technically speaking, I don’t have to 
know anything about how they have integrated their relationship with Christ into 
their relationship with one another.  And secretly, I am probably a bit scared of 
trying to go there!  The truth is an institutional Church is much easier to live with 
and to work within, but sadly it is only a Church of love that will build the 
Kingdom of God and thus banish all those things that contradict the laws of love.   

I think we have a lot of work to do. 

Attached at the end of this e-mail is a lovely prayer that came out of the Truth and 
Reconciliation process of a few years ago.  I hope some might find this useful. 

And Finally... 
Thumper is saying, “I thought you said that you weren’t so busy, so why am I still 
sitting here waiting for my walk?” 

With prayers, Fr. David & Thumper
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Sunday Mass Related Items 
We Are Open!!! 

In case you missed it, we are now allowed up to fifty people at any Sunday Mass.  
(Very oddly, for some reason I haven’t managed to grasp, while we can have a 
Mass with fifty people, we are restricted to just ten people plus two funeral home 
staff for funerals!?!  So I have been telling people that if they die during a Mass 
where there are fifty people present, we can’t pray for them unless forty people 
leave… or I suppose, thirty-nine.)  
We are doing exactly as we did last year when we re-opened: you sign in – 
hopefully with an e-mail address or with a phone number – you have to wear a 
mask while you are in church (unless you are reading from the lectern), you have 
to keep your distance, and you have to leave straight after Communion.  I am sure 
that there are no surprises here. 

We got up to 36 in Sparwood last weekend and with Confirmation in Fernie we 
might get close to fifty on Saturday night.  Again, if we get to fifty at any of the 
churches we will have to start doing a booking system, but I don’t want to 
introduce the complexity of this if it is not needed.   

For those in Sparwood, if you think there are too many people in church at 
St. Michael’s, then don’t forget there is also Mass in Elkford at 4pm on Sundays.  
There is an entrance door and a different door to exit, so it is very easy to keep 
your distance from everyone (except Thumper, who doesn’t get the social 
distancing thing at all!) 

Communion After Mass 
Even with the churches open I will continue to distribute Communion after Mass 
for those who as yet can’t join us in the building.  But with obviously a lot fewer 
people coming to Communion after Mass I have slightly revise the times when it 
will be available.  So the new times are: 

Fernie - 6pm to 6:30pm 
Sparwood - 10am to 11am 

Elkford 5pm to 5:30pm 

In Sparwood they are trying to get a system going for those who attend regularly,  
that they will give all their contact details just once and these will be double checked 

(hand written e-mail addresses are not always that clear!).   
After that they will just have to give their envelope number or something similar and this 

will save time at the door and ensure we have good and accurate contact information.
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T. Cosentino   Renfrew County CDSB, 2017 
 

Prayer for Truth and Reconciliation 
(Prayer of repentance and solidarity with Indigenous Peoples following Canada’s Truth & 
Reconciliation Commission) 

O God,  
Great Spirit and Creator, 
We praise you for your gifts that surround us –  
For the gift of the land that gives us food, shelter and water; 
For the gift of the sun that gives warmth and light to all that grows; 
For the gifts of the moon and stars which you have arranged for your glory; 
For the gifts of language and culture, through which your peoples praise you, and share the 
most deeply held values you have engraved on their hearts. 

Come upon us, O Divine Healer and open our eyes – 
To the injustices brought against our Indigenous Peoples, their language and culture 
in Canada’s Indian Residential Schools. 
Give us repentant hearts –  
That ache with sorrow for their violence against First Nations families and their children. 
Give us determined hearts –  
That refuse to stand by when the dignity of our Indigenous brothers and sisters is trampled. 
Give us healing hearts – 
That beat with the drum of Jesus’ Gospel, to defend and honour our Indigenous neighbour, 
their language and way of life. 
Give us flaming hearts – 
That burn with love for you, who come to us 
   … in every human face 
   … in every language and culture 
   … in every gift of creation. 
 
Make us stewards –  
Of one another’s dignity, 
Of one another’s safety, 
Of one another’s lands, 
Of one another’s right to a cultural identity: 
… as unique peoples, 
… as gifts to the human family, 
… as your beloved children.  
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses (it is the same link for either Mass) 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your data plan does not allow you to 
watch Sunday Mass on Zoom without using up all of your month’s data in one go, 
then you can always call in and listen.  Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
to “1A - Chat” and it will remain private. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  
the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can.

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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