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22nd/23rd May – Feast of Pentecost 

Dear All,  
Greetings from the Elk Valley.  The last few week’s e-mails 
have been a bit short, but this one is bursting at the seams!  
That doesn’t mean it is any better, just that there is a lot of it, 
and particularly, a lot about the Holy Spirit. 

Pastoral Letter from Bp. Mark, Bishop of Plymouth 
Attached at the end of this e-mail is a ‘Pastoral Letter’ from Bp. Mark, my bishop 
in England.  It is about the environment and I found it interesting how he 
connected the feast of Pentecost with this topic. 

The Bishop refers to Carbis Bay, which is just outside St. Ives in Cornwall, which 
was one of a group of parishes I was in as my last placement in Britain.  This G7 
summit will be a real and very much needed boost for the local economy that 
usually depends heavily upon tourism so has been hit very hard by the pandemic 
(but I am not sure that is the point of the letter!) 

Come Holy Spirit...  Be ‘Created’ or ‘Re-created’. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy faithful  

and enkindle in them the fire of Thy love.  
Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be created.  

And Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 
And on the subject of creation, I both love the above prayer to the Holy Spirit, and 
yet I also struggle with one word in it: “created”!   

I don’t know about you, but I treasure how God has worked in my life; I am 
constantly amazed that the Holy Spirit bothers about me and almost seems excited 
about using me in some way.  So I feel that I have already been created, and more 
than this, praying that I “shall be created” almost seems to deny the creation that 
God has already worked in me.   

So when I pray this prayer I pray, “Send forth Thy Spirit and we will be re-created”.  
Okay, it doesn’t scan as well, but it expresses my hope that the power of the Holy 
Spirit that I already know will continue to grow and re-create me. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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Communion after Mass in – 
               particularly in Sparwood 

Can I just say how much I value meeting all those 
people who come in their vehicles for Communion 
after Mass.  It is a bit like standing at the church 
door after Mass and greeting people, but knowing 

that no one can creep passed me while I am talking 
to someone else! 

Now three thoughts come into my mind (or perhaps 
four).  Firstly, I am conscious as people come for 

Communion the purpose of their trip is to receive Our Lord 
in the Eucharist, not to talk to me about this, that or whatever.  

I also know that some people use the time they have waiting for 
Communion to be a special time of prayer, and I so rejoice in this.  It is also lovely 
to see that after receiving Communion so many people will drive just a short 
distance and stop to say some more prayers.  So when I get to you in the line up, 
the last thing I would want to do is to break into this precious time of prayer. 

Secondly, I am very conscious of how long people have to wait for Communion, 
particularly in Sparwood.  So again I am caught, I want to stop and chat but I really 
don’t want people waiting for ages before being able to receive Communion. 

These two thoughts run together and mean that I am always in a quandary of how 
much ‘banter’ I should share with each person; I want to be friendly and 
welcoming, but I don’t want to distract and keep people waiting. 

So my third thought was to underline that I try not to arrange anything 
immediately after Communion so I can continue being there for people for as long 
as it takes.  Thus in Fernie I never leave the front door until 6:30pm.  So don’t feel 
that you have to turn up immediately at the end of Mass, I won’t run away.  
Similarly in Sparwood, currently I am regularly giving out Communion until 
11:30am and I never leave the building before 12noon (often later), so if sitting in 
the queue [line-up] for Communion doesn’t suit you, feel free to turn up nearer the 
end of the Communion slot.  In Elkford we get a good number of people turn up, 
but they seem to space themselves out nicely between the end of Mass and 5:30pm. 

So I just wanted to say that I will continue to work on this.  In two weeks time we 
hope that (regulations permitting) Deacon Stephen will be back with us for a 
weekend, and if he can be, then he will help with Communion after the Masses and 
that should speed things up.  And, of course, another option would be for one of 
our Eucharistic Ministers to assist me with the distribution of Communion in the 
same way as Deacon Stephen does, but I have resisted this simply for the reason 
that in these odd times I find the face-to-face, one-to-one contact I have during the 
distribution of Communion is so important to me and I don’t want to loose this for 
the sake of efficiency! 
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Should I ever have to be away for a weekend, or should I have to go into isolation 
for any reason, then obviously we might need a couple of our Eucharistic Ministers 
to step in, but if I can, this is a ministry that I do really value and appreciate and I 
want to keep.  Do let me know what your take is on this. 

One last thought, even when the churches reopen we might still be distributing 
Communion after Mass for sometime yet.  When the churches are allowed to let 
people in, firstly the numbers will be limited, secondly there will be many who are 
older or have immunity issues who won’t want to be indoors with a significant 
number of other people; so for them and others who can’t be at the Mass for 
whatever reason, we will continue with the distribution of Communion after Mass. 

Just a Little Thought 
With so many turning up in Sparwood for Communion, I am slightly surprised that 
the ‘grad’ group hasn’t asked if they could do a ‘car wash’ on a Sunday morning in 
the car park, or a parish organisation asked if they could sell coffee (or hopefully 
soon, ice cream) to those in the line-up.  Or perhaps someone from the CWL want 
to sell those wonderful ‘cashmere pashminas’ [aka a shawl] as a fundraiser for the 
2022 National CWL Convention that is being held in this diocese next year. 
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Bell Tower in Fernie 
I am not going to say much about this now, that can wait until next week when 
hopefully the e-mail won’t be as full.  But I did want to say a big thank you to 
those who have contacted us and asked how they can contribute.  I am always 
moved when people beyond the immediate circle of the parish feel that what we 
are doing has value, and certainly we do believe that our church in Fernie, and 
particularly its bell and bell tower, are standing there and quietly evangelising! 

And Finally... 
Apologies to the four people who last week joined 
up by phone and then heard me talk about three 
classical pieces of art!  If that was you, here is the 
last picture that really sums up what I was saying.   
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your 
data plan does not allow you to watch Sunday 
Mass on Zoom without using up all of your 
month’s data in one go, then you can always call in 
and listen.  You might not see some of the pictures 
in the video at the start and end (this week that isn’t 
so important as the video is an interview, so it is 
the words that are important), and you might miss 
a little if I decide to be clever and insert something 
visual into the sermon, but it is an hour of prayer 
where we remember Christ’s saving actions, and 
after all, that is the most important thing. 

With prayers, 

In Britain during ‘lockdown’ they decided to shut the pubs and restaurants but, to a limited extent, to keep the 
churches open.  They are now in the process of easing restrictions.  Accordingly a priest friend in Britain sent me 

a picture of his first 
visit to a pub for a 

very long time  
(all be it outside).  

He treated himself to 
a glass of white wine 
and a bag of chips.  
Not to be outdone,  
I bought a bigger 
bag of chips and 

added some bread 
and cheese and put 
a few mountains in 

the background.   
I think I won!

Fr. David & Thumper
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Diocese of  Plymouth 
From the Office of  the Bishop 

Pastoral Letter for the Weekend of 22nd/23rd May 2021 
- Pentecost Sunday 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In a few week’s time the G7 meeting of world leaders will take place at Carbis Bay in 
Cornwall [situated in Fr. David’s last parish in Britain!].  One of the key themes of that 
gathering is the environment.  This Pentecost Sunday we do well to remember God’s 
creation at this challenging time and to pray with the Psalmist: 

“Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.” 
As missionary disciples, we are invited to be part of the redeeming work of Christ, 
renewed daily through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  We are to approach our mission with 
joy and gratitude remembering, as Pope Francis reminds us, “Rather than a problem to 
be solved, the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with gladness and praise.” 
(Laudatory Si’ #12)  Our world, God’s creation, is a precious gift to us. It is our common 
home entrusted to each generation.  We may ask ourselves: how do we honour this 
precious gift? Are we really demonstrating love, care and respect for our common home? 
We are acutely aware of the damage that continues to be inflicted on the Earth, and the 
repercussions for the well-being of our brothers and sisters, both here in our own 
countries and, more especially, in the poorest countries of the world.  Pope Francis and 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI have both taught us that everything is interconnected and 
interdependent.  The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the challenges we 
face, have spurred many of us bishops to speak about the role that the Catholic Church 
and our faith must play in our shared care for God’s gift to us. 
For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, the systematic exploitation 
of our planet and the unsustainable consumption of its resources.  While accepting the 
crucial need and demand for energy for the benefit of the poorest of our brothers and 
sisters, the provision of our energy must, nonetheless, be by means which radically 
reduce the use of carbon-based fuels. 

Bishop’s House, 45 Cecil Street, Plymouth, Devon, PL1 5HW 
Telephone: (01752) 224414.  Fax: (01752) 223750.  Email:  bishopmark@prcdtr.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan Trust (Registered Charity Number 213227) 
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In our political thinking, there must be a new global understanding of our world, where 
nations recognise our common responsibility for the dignity of all people and their rights 
to sustainable livelihoods, in authentic freedom.  Pope Francis invites us to look beyond 
our own needs to the needs of all, most especially the poor and the marginalised. 
We cannot leave the healing of our common home and the well-being and care of our 
brothers and sisters merely to the response from industry and governments.  Our own 
local concern and action is necessary and has far-reaching consequences.  We know this 
very well here in the South-West of England.  We know the impact we humans have on 
our rural and coastal areas.  We know the importance of open spaces, gardens and fields in 
urban settings.  We have all experienced the challenge of regular severe weather events. 
We all have a part to play in the routines, choices and decisions of our everyday lives and 
our aspirations for the future.  The actions of parishes, families, schools and individuals 
will have a significant impact on our efforts to restore our common home.  There are now 
many resources, freely available, to advise us on our choice of food, saving of water and 
electricity, suggestions about travel, waste and re-use.   These are measures that everyone 
can employ, to some degree, with the minimal inconvenience and change.  They are 
effective ways in which we can each reaffirm our personal vocation to be stewards of 
God’s creation. 
This Pentecost comes at a time of remarkable challenge and opportunity.  We are waiting 
to emerge from the tragedies and restrictions of the pandemic.  We have the ability to 
make changes.  In all our human endeavours, we need the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
Let us keep this feast with that enduring hope that we can begin to repair the damage we 
have done and provide a healthy home for future generations.  We can do so because 
Jesus Christ continues to breathe the Holy Spirit over us, as we, in our turn, continuously 
pray, “Come Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.” 
As for the G7 leaders, we hope that they will enjoy the beauty of our Diocese and, having 
spent some days here, will go on to work more diligently for the care of our common 
home.  For ourselves, we pray for the courage to participate in a renewed faith in Jesus 
Christ, so that we may care for our common home with greater love for all that the Lord 
has created and praise Him in all that we behold. 

“How many are your works, O Lord. 
The earth is full of your riches.” 

Pray for me,  
Yours devotedly,  

 
 

Rt. Rev. Mark O’Toole, 
Bishop of Plymouth
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses (it is the same link for either Mass) 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

   

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast,  

and if you are praying for anything particularly,  
do share this with others on the Chat. 

Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  

the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can.

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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