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Dear All, 
If you are squeamish, look 
away now! 

Covid Vaccine 
Awwwww!  Yes, I have 
had my Covid vaccination.  
A very big ‘thank you’ to 
Rocky Mountain Village, 
our local care home in 

Fernie, for including me in the group of 
‘workers’ who needed to be protected. 

For the occasion I wore a red vest, a 
red shirt and a red hoody, so if it all 
went horribly wrong then the blood 
wouldn’t show so much!  But actually, 
it went very smoothly, and I didn’t 
have any side effects, indeed, I didn’t 
even have a sore arm.  Honestly, I 
wouldn’t have known that I had had it.   

The second dose comes in a few weeks 
time, and then I must remember to 
wear my red face mask as well, just to 
complete the outfit! 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

Thumper is due for his “Da2ppv” vaccine;   
don’t ask me what it is, all I know is that  

when it comes to injections he is more brave than I am.

Did they 
give you a 
treat after 

your 
injection?  
I always 
get one.
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Catholic Women’s League 
Many will know my connection with the CWL as their Provincial Spiritual Advisor 
for B.C. and Yukon, and I am very proud of this.  Also many will know that last 
year the CWL celebrated their centenary, that is, a hundred years of service in 
Canada to the Church and the wider community.  We were all ready to celebrate 
this in Montreal, the place where in 1920 the organisation had its first convention.  
Sadly that didn’t happen.  At that convention the CWL wanted to launch a big 
information campaign letting people know about the wide variety of work they do 
right across our country, but particularly at the national level.  Did you know that 
the CWL addresses some issues that others don’t want to touch?  For example, the 
CWL has been one of the leaders in confronting human trafficking within Canada; 
if you have never heard about it or think that it doesn’t exist around here, think 
again, it exists in every part of Canada.  The CWL has highlighted many issues that 
some politicians have shied away from because they feared that there were no 
votes in these less attractive issues.  There is a long list of concerns about which 
the CWL have lobbied our federal and provincial governments. 

To celebrate their one hundredth birthday, the CWL have released a series of 
videos.  A few of these generally introduce or highlight the work of the CWL, and I 
will include one of these at the start of this weekend’s Masses.  Other videos 
highlight different aspects of the League’s work, and at the end of Mass I will 
include one of these that refers to the CWL’s work in connection with the mental 
health of youngsters in Canada.  Finally there are a series of personal testimonies 
where people share the statement, “My CWL is... ”.  I will also include a couple of 
these at Mass. 

And if one digs a little deeper on the CWL’s website cwl.ca/to-inspire/ you might 
just find an odd little “My CWL is... ” video from someone you will recognise! 

Covid Restrictions Order  
I have been holding off writing this all week because I know that the current B.C. 
government “order” closing churches expires at midnight today (Friday 5th), that is 
in about eighteen hours time (I am writing early Friday morning), yet as I write the 
B.C. government has not said whether they intend to extend this ‘order’.  
Realistically, as we have heard nothing we have to presume that we still cannot 
gather for Mass.  I have to say that I am so unimpressed with how the B.C. 
government have treated the faith communities during this time.  Perhaps we need 
to double our prayers for our civil leaders as they appear to need it. 

http://cwl.ca/to-inspire/
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Ash Wednesday – 17th February 
So when it comes to Ash Wednesday, 17th February, all I can do is repeat what I 
said last week, that I will do as much as the law allows me to do and we will have 
ashes available at all three churches (at some point during that week).   

And Finally... 
A bit of excitement next week.  Whether we are in church or gathering remotely, 
we hope to have Deacon Stephen back with us.  And I am hoping that he might get 
us ready to start Lent, or as I said to him, that he would give us a good push so we 
can start Lent running! 

I have to say that speaking very personally, with this lockdown going on and on, I 
am finding it very difficult to get excited about Lent.  As Bishop Mark from 
England wrote almost a year ago, with lockdown we have been going through a 
very long ‘Good Friday’, and that is what it feels like to me, a long time when the 
normality of our coming together for Mass has stopped as we wait.  

And again speaking more from my gut than my head, what this long ‘Good Friday’ 
has brought to my eyes is that what we have is fragile: 
• previously I thought that among the intelligent civic leaders who saw the ‘big 

picture’ there was a recognition that the Church’s role in society was of 
value, now I am not sure;  

• previously I thought that the faith was firmly established among the majority 
of our parishioners who attended Mass each week, but with so many not 
making the transition to on-line services, now I am not sure; and  

• previously I thought that at a time of crisis those who loved the Church 
would pull together and unite, but in the Church there are some who prefer to 
divide and believe in conspiracy above believing in goodness, so now I am 
not sure. 

So while we recognise that what we value is fragile – like a ‘clay jar’ – I also know 
that the Church is strong.  2 Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in 
clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to 
God and does not come from us.”   
Thus to you who are still with us I do say a big and sincere thank you.  And the 
most wonderful thing to me is that we have been joined by a good number of 
people who perhaps weren’t always with us before Covid but who now do join us 
on-line (or perhaps just read this e-mail).  If this is you, please know that you give 
me so much encouragement, and again, thank you.   

I really, really, really hope that after this time we will be able to ‘awaken’ in many 
people ideas about what is of true value and what is ultimately important in life.  
But in saying this I recognise that to do this we might have to change, so I do pray 
that both personally and collectively we will, in God’s sight, grow so we are better 
able to share this message.  Does any of this make any sense?   

With thanks and a promise of prayers, Fr. David
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Link to Weekend Masses After Christmas 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as we see you there we will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can. 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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