
Weekend 27th/28th February 2021 – Second Sunday in Lent  Page 1

Dear All, 
As I write I am very much feeling the sadness of presiding at 
funerals for such devoted and much loved Catholics as Benny 
Mangone (left), and looking out and seeing literally just a 
handful of people in the church – all the state will allow us to 
have.  Funerals serve multiple purposes; I believe that the whole 
idea of coming together and publicly acknowledging the passing 
of someone is an important part of the grieving process.  And as 
John Donne said, “No man is an island” and in our grief we are 
supported by the community and our grief is shared by a wide 
circle of those around us, and coming together is so important.  

This is a longwinded way of saying that my heart goes out to all those who have 
suffered a loss of a loved one during these times and have not been able to have the 
love and support of extended family and friends with you in the church. 

Lent is Here  
We have had the first two of our Lenten talks, and I have to say that they were very 
different from each other, and both were moving as well as being thought 
provoking.  To be honest, I didn’t see how looking at prison ministry would 
illuminate our Lenten journey, but it really did; and the second talk “Transforming 
and Healing the wounded soul” again was inspiring and faith-filled.  The bar has 
been set high for the other speakers in the series! 

On Monday it will be my turn with a talk entitled, “A Lenten Walk in the Mountains 
with Thumper”.  If nothing else, I think I will get the prize for the most bland title; 
but in truth, when we were asked for the title of our talk I didn’t have a clue about 
what I was going to say, so I gave this as a ‘holding’ title to which I could append 
any talk.  I am not letting the ‘cat out of the bag’ here and giving away what I am 
talking about, you will have to wait until Monday to find out my thoughts! 

On Thursday we have Fr. Peter Coxe talking on “Lent, empowering our 
relationship with God, ourselves and our fellow creatures”.  Now I should tell you 
that Fr. Peter has a wonderful English accent and he is worth listening to just for 
that, but his talk will be much more than an accent, however charming.  Fr. Peter 
has mild autism issues and sometimes this lets him see life from a slightly different 
angle to the rest of us.  It will be interesting to see what he brings to this series. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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So once more the details of this week’s talks: 

Monday 1st March Fr. David John “A Lenten Walk in the Mountains  
                                       with Thumper” 

Wednesday 3rd March  Mass from somewhere in the Elk Valley 

Thursday 4th March Fr. Peter Coxe “Lent, empowering our relationship 
                    with God, ourselves and our fellow creatures” 

Zoom Link to All the Talks and Masses 
To get the link to our Lenten series of talks and Masses please send an e-mail to 
one of our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

All talks and Masses are at 12noon Mountain Time (11am Pacific, 7pm England).  
Talks followed by questions will last about an hour (and then some might choose to 
stay on-line and visit over a cup of tea!)  The Masses will be shorter, perhaps about 
30 minutes.  

As stated last week, each talk is independent of every other talk, so if you miss one 
it won’t hinder you in joining in with the other talks.  And I do understand that the 
talks are being recorded and at some point will be available via YouTube. 

And there are lots of other Lent resources about.  
If you didn’t see the list of resources for Lent in 
last week’s e-mail, please do have a look at 
them, there is some good stuff that is easily 
available. 

Covid Restrictions   
Dr. Bonnie Henry says, ‘No change’ – we have 
to remain closed with no timetable to reopen!  
But it will come, just as spring will come, and on 
an increasing number of days if you put your 
nose outside your door you can smell that spring 
is very close! 

And Finally... 
With so much going on this week this is a very 
short e-mail.  I will just include a picture of 
Thumper who is saying, “Well, when is this 
promised walk in the mountains going to 
happen?” 

With thanks and a promise of prayers, 

Fr. David & Thumper
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Link to Weekend Masses 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

 
Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  

the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can.
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