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Dear All, 
Where does all the time go?  It is late Thursday 
night and I am only just starting this e-mail – 
what happened to the rest of the week?  But as 
I have said before, I should be grateful that my 
days are filled with so many interactions and 
interesting things. 

Fernie’s Stain Glass Windows 
If you live in Fernie or if you have visited and 
have looked at the outside of our church you 
will know that all the stain glass windows are 
covered with a protective plastic layer that is 
only semi-transparent.  So unless it is dark 
outside and all the lights are on in church, then 
one sees nothing of the stain glass windows.  
Well, that was the case until recently. 
Tonight I happened to stop beside the church 
and I looked up and saw the most wonderful 
sight!  It was four of our stain glass windows 
with their new covering that means they are 
significantly more visible to those who pass 
by.  They are beautiful. 
The costs of the renovations to each window 
have been covered by a different individual, 
family or group, and there are still a number to 
do, but they have so changed the look of the 
outside of the building.  And on these bright 
sunny days, the colours are more obvious 
inside as well, but most people will have to 
wait for Covid to be over to fully appreciate 
that.  But if you are passing, do have a look. 
So I just wanted to say a big thank you to those 
who made this project possible, to the sponsors 
and all those who worked on this:  Thank you. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see 

One of the windows from outside at 5pm
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Pat Zibauer from Elkford 
Many will know that Pat died a couple of weeks ago.  Pat’s health has been 
declining for some months, but it was wonderful that Pat was well enough last 
November to come to church with her husband Rudy and receive a special blessing 
on their wedding anniversary. 
For various reasons we were not able to have Pat’s funeral Mass up until now, and 
with many relatives spread so widely, it has been hard to get a time when everyone 
could join us.  But we now have a time: it is this Saturday, 30th January, at 7:30pm 
Mountain Time (6:30pm Pacific Time).  This is a bit of an uncommon time for a 
funeral, but our thoughts and prayers are with the family and I very much want to 
provide something that works for them at this most difficult time. 
It will be just myself in the church for this Mass and it will be a simplified Mass, 
but as I write the fine details are still being sorted out.  If you knew Pat and would 
like to be part of this time of prayer, please e-mail me and I will forward you the 
link.  We do keep Rudy and all Pat’s family and friends very much in our prayers. 

Looking Ahead – Covid Restrictions Order  
This Friday the current restrictions in B.C. are due to expire, 
but we will have to wait and see what happens and whether 
there will be any relaxation on the rules around religious 
gatherings.  This will be in next week’s e-mail. 

Ash Wednesday  
Wednesday 17th February is Ash Wednesday, and lockdown 
or no lockdown, ashes will be available at all three of our 
churches (as some point during that week).  But like 
everything else, we will be sharing the ashes in a slightly 
different way.  This year the ashes will be  sprinkled on 
peoples’ heads rather than the priest touching each head and 
making the sign of the cross.  This, really, is a very small 
change; the important part is that ashes will be available.  
More details on this will be given nearer the time. 

And Finally... 
One thought I did have during the week was the idea of 
lighting a candle during Mass.  Now I don’t want anyone to 
have an accident and burn their house down, but sometimes 
a candle can add real atmosphere and be a natural focus to 
look at when ones eyes wander off watching the computer 
screen.  And don’t forget, lighting it can be part of one’s 
preparation for Mass and blowing it out at the end can 
equally be a sign that Mass is over and a reminder that after 
Mass we are to be that little light in our world. 

In case you are wondering what 
Thumper is thinking the answer 
is simple:  I have his favourite 

ball in my hand and he is 
waiting for me to throw it! With many thanks, Fr. David
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Link to Weekend Masses After Christmas 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as we see you there we will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can. 
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