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Dear All, 
I hope you are well in spirit.  I phrase it this way 
because one of the things that lifts my ‘inner being’ is 
the warmer sun and the longer days, and we have had 
both this week.  And Mark’s gospel also fills me with 
hope and joy! 

Covid Restrictions 
I really don’t want to bleat on about the Covid 
restrictions that the province has placed on our 
churches, but this still upsets me.  This week my 
Bishop in Britain wrote to me with the following: 

“An interesting statistic I heard from Caritas 
Plymouth recently – who were addressed by Prof 
McManus, a member of the Faith Task Force, 
organised by Public Health England – that the latest 
figures, from just before Christmas, indicate that 
whereas the possibility of contracting the virus in a 
supermarket is as high as 18%, it is less than 0.01% 
in a Place of Worship.  I imagine this is part of the 
science which informed the [English] Government 
to enable Places of Worship to remain open in this 
present period.”   

Really I don’t know what more can be said.  I just 
hope that the B.C. authorities are monitoring where 
the virus is spreading in a similar way to Public Health 
England and thus we will see a change in their policy. 

Sunday Gospel Reading 
The gospel readings at Sunday Mass this year will come from the Gospel of Mark, 
although in the summer we will break away from it for five weeks when we will 
read from chapter six of John’s gospel, that is, the “Bread of Life” discourse (and 
the feast of the Assumption also pops in on a Sunday this year). 
Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the four gospels and it was the first of them to be 
written.  It is short partly because Mark begins without any reference to the birth or 
early life of Jesus and gives just a short introduction to His public ministry.   

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see 
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This week we start reading just 14 verses into the gospel 
and, as we will hear, John-the-Baptist has already been 
arrested.  This fast moving pace is one of the distinctive 
aspects of Mark.  Also this week we will twice hear the 
word “immediately” and it is used ten more times just in 
the first chapter!  Mark wants us to know that “the time is 
fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near”  This 
sense of urgency is not because of fear that time will run 
out, but rather because of love of the Kingdom that is now 
initiated through Christ’s ministry!  That is why Jesus asks 
the disciples He calls to respond now.  We should let Mark 
evoke that same urgency in our faith – and evoke in now! 
An issue that (I think) I will be looking at in my sermon 
this week is whether the Kingdom of God is something we 
should see as a future event to look forward to, as in “thy 
Kingdom come...”, or as a reality that is already present as 
Christ has already brought us the Kingdom.  This will 
dictate how we understand and live our faith. 
The exhortation that we will hear this week is “...believe 
the Good News”, but I wonder if a better translation would 
be, “...place your faith in the good news.”  The “good news” 
is Jesus and we all believe in Jesus; but the question is, do 
we place our whole faith in Jesus?  We might believe in 
Jesus and at the same time we might also believe in a lot 
of other things; but we have to ask ourselves whether we 
place our faith, and indeed our lives, in His hands.  Peter, 
Andrew, James, John and many others did and discovered 
the power of Christ’s love to build the Kingdom of God 
and renew the face of the earth. 

And Finally... 
As I give out Communion after Mass on Saturday 

evenings I have been noticing that it gets a little bit lighter every week.  And today, 
as I was sitting in a pile of snow, I could feel a bit more heat in the sun.  So we 
might have some more storms and more snow, but spring is coming, and with it the 
miracle of recreation...  that is ‘re-creation’, the wonder of our earth being created 
anew, as well as ‘recreation’, the marvel of having time to go and play in this great 
garden.  Every inch of the ground that is currently covered in deep snow will be 
abuzz with life and will be producing food for every creature. 
So for any of you that are struggling at this time, I would say, look out of the 
window and think about the miracle that is going to happen to the earth as we 
move into spring, and then take the last words of Psalm 42,  

Thumper is also ‘fast moving’  
and likes everything to be done 

‘immediately’.

With many thanks, Fr. DavidWhy are you cast down, my soul, why groan within me?   
Hope in God; I will praise him still, my saviour and my God.
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Link to Weekend Masses After Christmas 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as we see you there we will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can. 
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