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Merry Christmas 
Dear All, 

Hopefully this arrives in your in-box before the big 
day, but it is my last chance to say to you in print, 
“Happy Christmas”. 

I will include in this e-mail the links for the three 
Christmas Masses and the links for the Masses on the 
weekend after Christmas.  Hopefully by the time you get 
this we will be all ready for our Christmas broadcasts.   

I will be honest, on Christmas Eve when I will look out over all the empty 
pews in Fernie my heart will bleed.  Every year that I have been here, the 
Christmas Eve Mass in has been full to overflowing.  One year arriving fifteen 
minutes before Mass I was told by someone in the line-up at the door that the 
church was completely full and there wasn’t even standing room, so I wouldn’t get 
in.  I said that someone had reserved me a seat at the front, so hopefully that was 
still there, and they wished me luck!  But this Christmas it will be hard, both in 
Fernie and beyond, the temptation is just to focus on not being able to gather on 
this most sacred of days.  Psalm 41 comes to mind: 

Like the deer that yearns for running streams,  
so my soul is yearning for you, my God.  

My soul is thirsting for God, the God of my life;  
when can I enter and see the face of God?  

My tears have become my bread, by night, by day,  
as I hear it said all the day long: “Where is your God?” 

These things will I remember as I pour out my soul:  
how I would lead the rejoicing crowd into the house of God,  

amid cries of gladness and thanksgiving, the throng wild with joy. 
Why are you cast down, my soul, why groan within me?  

Hope in God; I will praise him still, my saviour and my God. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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Having talked about my sadness, perhaps this 
is the disposition I need to have in order to be 
able to pray with the very many families, 
couples and individuals who must be feeling 
the two fold disappointment; that they too 
can’t be in church this Christmas, but more 
than this, that they can’t join those with 
whom they want to share this blessed time. 

So our prayers from an empty church will 
express our collective sense of emptiness.  
Yet at the same time, this Christmas during 
our Mass we hoped to be joined by the 
Bishop who will share a short message with 
us, and we will see who else might pop up! 

But as my heart will be broken as I look at an empty church, I am also excited – 
no, very excited – about the possibility of broadcasting Midnight Mass from a 
stable away from everything (cellular service, weather and lots of other things 
permitting).  Some twenty five years ago I had the extraordinary privilege of 
celebrating Mass in Bethlehem at the exact spot where we believe that Jesus was 
born.  It is a shrine way down in the depths of the Church of the Nativity.  The spot 
is marked by a simple star in the floor, and being there and celebrating Mass there 
was so, so special.  But it didn’t look like a stable, or a ‘lean-to’ on the back of a 
building where animals sheltered, it was part of a gigantic complex of churches.  
So Midnight Mass this year will be something different and something new for me; 
an attempt to get a bit closer to and feel the rough, exposed, reality of a stable at 
the very moment we are meditating on the birth of Jesus in poverty and humility. 

I have no idea what I will be feeling – I might just be feeling very cold! – but my 
hope is that in an odd sort of way, the impoverishment that we all feel this 
Christmas because we cannot gather with our wider family might, even in a small 
way, give a bit of a new insight into Christmas.  Certainly, this will be my first 
Christmas Mass outside, and my first Mass in a stable. 

So let’s pray together that God’s grace will be upon all our 
celebrations this Christmas, in churches, in 
stables, and in our homes. 

The place in Bethlehem were tradition holds 
that Jesus was born.
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Christmas Mass Schedule – Three Broadcast Masses 
Christmas Eve at 5pm – this will be the traditional Mass we normally 
have with carols lead by someone from their home, but hopefully everyone will 
join in the singing with gusto.  No one apart from your family can hear you so feel 
free to have a good bellow!  This Mass will be in the magnificent setting of our 
church in Fernie and carols will start at 4:55pm, so come early to join the singing. 

Christmas Midnight Mass at Midnight (or just before) – as 
mentioned, this Mass will be relatively simple and short and from the middle of 
nowhere.  A video will start a few minutes before midnight, so again, come early! 

Christmas Day at 9am – this again will be traditional and will have songs 
and carols you will be invited to sing along with, and this will be from Sparwood.  
Once more, the singing will start at 8:45am so join us then and sing along. 

At all three Masses we hope to be joined by our Bishop and hear a few words from 
him.  So while we cannot physically be together, the fact that we are joined to one 
another electronically gives us the opportunity to reach out and really feel that, on 
this somewhat different Christmas, we are truly connected to the wider Church. 

Christmas Communion 
In Elkford – I will celebrate Mass at St. Bernard’s at 12noon on Christmas Eve, 
but sadly I must do this alone.  The distribution of Communion will follow after 
this at about 1pm to 1:30pm (or longer if needed).  Note that this is pushed back a 
few minutes due to a funeral in Fernie that morning.  The church in Elkford will 
be open for private prayer from 1pm for an hour or so.  Someone will be on duty 
and will sign each person in, and will monitor hand sanitation, mask wearing and 
physical distancing.  As the distribution of Communion will be at the main door 
those wishing to go into the church will be required to enter and leave via the side 
door on the road side of the building.  We have a crib scene on display, so 
hopefully families will bring their kids to the church to pray. 

In Fernie – On Christmas Eve the church will be open from 1pm to 4pm.  The 
church will be fully decorated and we will see what we can do to provide some 
music.  Then at 5pm I will celebrate Mass, and again no congregation is allowed to 
be present, but the Mass will be broadcast on Zoom.  After Mass at 6pm 
Communion will be distributed from 6pm to 6:30pm (or longer if needed). 

In Sparwood – Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated in the church at 9am, but 
again, a congregation is not permitted to be present, but this will be broadcast via 
Zoom. Then from 10am to 11am Communion will be distributed in the normal way. 

Weekend 26th/27th December 
For the weekend after Christmas we will run our normal schedule, with Zoom 
broadcast Masses at 5pm Saturday and 9am Sunday and a none-broadcast Mass in 
Elkford Sunday afternoon, and Communion will follow as normal. 
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Praying Over Christmas 
Thank goodness I don’t have a television!  My experience of watching 
television is people going through the channels saying, “There must 
be something good on” and when nothing ‘good’ comes up they settle 
for ‘good enough’.  If this happens to you remember you can turn the 
television off – or leave the room if others are there – and take time 
doing something else.  Can you imagine if every Christian in the 
world spent ten minutes in private prayer on Christmas Day – that 
would be a lot of prayers, and if praying confers grace upon the one 
who is praying, that would be a lot of grace coming into our world. 

Or you could light a candle and watch it; in a darkened room this 
can be very powerful and a lovely way to simply talk to God 
without a lot of formality.  Share your thoughts and your 
feelings; think of all those who you love and hold them up in 
prayer; think of anyone you might know who is alone and hold 
them in prayer.  And don’t forget to give thanks for the very 
many blessings we have; even if we keep focusing on what we 
are missing this Christmas, really we have incredibly blessed 
lives and there are blessings to be found even in these odd times, 
but sometimes it takes a bit of stillness and quiet to find them. 

And Finally  
And finally, if you are wanting something special this Christmas and if you can 
wait until the weekend after Christmas, then we have it!  Deacon Stephen will be 
preaching at our weekend Masses after Christmas.  Now for me that is a great 
Christmas present – no sermon prep on Christmas Day!  Thank you Deacon Stephen.  I 
should add that it is thanks to an on-line Christmas, these sort of things are now possible, 
so there is an example of a blessing that has come out of this difficult time. 

So can I finish by wishing you a happy and holy Christmas, and while many of us won’t 
be with those we love over the Christmas period, our challenge is to fill that space by 
letting Christ come into our world in a different way this year, and hopefully in a way that 
will touch our hearts. 

Use of the Churches for Private Prayer 
As previously noted at length, the Bishop really wants us to follow to the letter the 
Province’s instructions for places of worship.  Our churches are open for private 
prayer, but only for individual prayer; the Province does not allow us to have any 
sort of service in the church – whether ‘organised’ or not.   
If you want to pray as a group, apparently you can go to a pub in groups of six and 

pray around a table without masks, but you can’t do that in a church. 

Merry Christmas from Fr. David & Thumper!
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Thumper, do you 
know what we are 
celebrating today?

The annual  
‘Throw The Ball 

All Day’  
day?

Give me 
two suppers 

Day?

Yes, it 
should feel 
something 
like that.
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Link to Our Christmas Masses 
To get the link to our Masses over Christmas please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Link to Weekend Masses After Christmas 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can.
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