Sunday 6th December – Second Sunday of Advent

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:
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Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).

Second Sunday of Advent
Dear All,
I know you have all heard it before, but I thought I would
include the story that lies behind why we use
Christmas trees as a symbol of Christmas.

St. Boniface and the Christmas Tree
St. Boniface (680–754) was born in Crediton in Devon,
part of my home diocese of Plymouth in England, but is
remembered as being the great evangeliser of Germany.
While he is well known as a great bishop, well founded
Catholic legend also holds that Boniface was the first to use a fir
tree as a symbol of Christmas.
At birth he was called Winfrid, and at a young age entered a Benedictine
monastery. (We still today have a major Benedictine monastery not far from
Crediton, Buckfast Abbey.) As he grew Winfrid felt called to bring the light of
Christ to the pagan Germans just as the monks had brought the faith to England a
century earlier. This he did and gained quite a reputation for being an evangeliser,
organiser and warm, kind person. This was recognised by Rome where Pope
Gregory consecrated him archbishop for all Germany. Imbued with a new name,
Boniface, he returned to Germany in 723.
In winter the inhabitants of the village of Geismar (half way between Berlin and
Frankfurt in central Germany) gathered around a huge old oak tree dedicated to the
god Thor, the god of thunder but also god of agriculture. This annual event of
worship centred on the sacrificing of a young child. Boniface desired to convert
the village to stop this killing. So he gathered a few companions and journeyed to
Geismar arriving on Christmas Eve.
The rest of the story is well known and written in many places, but Boniface cut
down the tree and thus stopped the human sacrifice. After this Boniface continued
his work as bishop for many years until eventually he and his companions were
killed – martyred for the faith. But the detail of the Christmas tree is sometimes
overlooked, and I think it is a wonderful part of the story; it pulls the focus from
the strength to fell a mighty tree to the small gentleness of a young fir.
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Boniface preached the Gospel to the
people and used a little fir tree that was
behind the now felled oak tree as an
illustration. Pointing to it he said,
“This little tree, a young child of the
forest, shall be your holy tree tonight.
It is the wood of peace, for your
houses are built of the fir. It is the
sign of an endless life, for its leaves
are ever green. See how it points
upward to heaven. Let this be called
the tree of the Christ-child; gather
about it, not in the wild wood, but in
your own homes; there it will shelter
no deeds of blood, but loving gifts and
rites of kindness.”
So this week I went out and found a dear
Christmas tree called Sammy. He was
growing under some power-lines, and I
said to the tree, “Do you want to stay
here?
I fear that shortly the hydro
company will send people to clear this
whole area and you will be chopped
down by a big machine without a second
look.
Alternatively, you can be my
Christmas tree this year. You can come
into my home and, as your branches
point to the heavens, you will be the
centre piece of my decorations
surrounding the figure of Jesus in the
crib.” Needless to say, the tree said
nothing as it is a tree, but Sammy did
move his branches in a way that seemed
to say, “Yes please, let me be the ‘tree of
the Christ-child’”.
Thumper also
approved, so Sammy is now warm and
busy being a symbol of shelter for
“loving gifts and rites of kindness.”
Above: Sammy, our Christmas tree, under
the power-lines.
Right: Sammy, with Thumper admiring the
new addition to our household.
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First Birthdays – Thumper & Bishop Bart!
Last week Thumper celebrated his first birthday with a cycle ride and a new ball,
and he totally enjoyed his day (see below).
Next Saturday Bishop Bart celebrates a sort of first birthday, one year since he
was ordained a Bishop. We do send him our prayers and support. Of all years to
become a bishop, this last one must have been particularly challenging, but we also
know that Bp. Bart is a good and kindly person, and through the grace of God, the
people of western Newfoundland and Labrador will have been blessed in this
difficult time.
For Advent Bp. Bart took the quote from Isaiah 9:2 “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on
them light has shone.” and he writes:
Advent is a time of hope. Each
week we light another candle,
another light to pierce the
darkness. Each week we reflect
on the promises of God and
their fulfilment in the events
leading to Jesus’ birth.
He goes on to encourage people to,
...decorate your living room
window with words like:
kindness, compassion, service,
generosity and forgiveness, as
an outward display of what
hope looks like. May it serve as
a reminder to you each day and
as a sign of hope for the world
to see.
Christ is our hope. Born in our
darkness and rejected from his
birth, may he find room in your
heart this Advent and take
centre stage in your home at
Christmas.
We do join in with Bp. Bart in
praying for Christ’s like to shine
more brightly in our world,
particularly through our kindness,
compassion, service, generosity
and forgiveness.

The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi,
laying hands of Fr. Bart as part of his ordination
ceremony a year ago.
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Thumper’s First Birthday
This week Thumper had his first birthday.
So as a special treat I took him out for a
cycle ride, one of his favourite things.
Thumper, you don’t look too happy despite
being outside and going for a cycle ride,
which you love.
I’m a boy, and now I am almost a man,
so I don’t like to show my emotions.

I have also got you a present, another of
your favourites, a very bouncy ball!
Oow! A blue ball, my favourite!

And what else do you like about being one
year old?
When I stand up straight I’m tall;
very tall for a one year old!
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Mass is Broadcast at 5pm Saturday and 9am Sunday
Don’t forget, wherever you live, when you can’t attend Mass in person we do
broadcast a Mass on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. So do join us.

Christmas Masses
With regards to Masses, we will have to see what the B.C. government decides will
happen in the province after 7th December when the current restrictions are due to
end. So hopefully next week we will have a clear picture of how we will be able to
celebrate our Christmas services.

And Finally
On Wednesday I had a wonderful “day of recollection” along with many of my
fellow priests from my home diocese. We had a really good speaker, Canon John
who is the Spiritual Director of one of the priests’ training colleges in Britain.
Hopefully there was so much in this day that I will be able to bring bits of it into
my sermons over the next few months. But I say a “day”, actually it ran from
11am to 5pm... but that was UK time, so I was up at 3:30am for a day that ran from
4am to 10am. This wouldn’t have been so bad but it was via Zoom and we were
expected to take part, so I had to try to look awake and human that early in the
morning, otherwise if I had turned up in my PJs, my fellow priests would have
said, “What a life he has in Canada; sitting around in his pyjamas all day!”
Wi

many

avid
anks, Fr. D

Link to Sunday Mass
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you
will then receive the link each week.
info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Waiting Room:
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”.
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in.
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can.

