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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Dear All, 
It is all getting a bit close now... No, I don’t mean Jupiter 
and Saturn, although they are optically appearing to 
be very close to each other, but I mean Christmas! 

I must say, I am very excited!!!  We have some fun 
things lined up, but I don’t want to give away too 
many surprises, like the kids, we have to be patient.  

So just to recap: we will have three Masses broadcast on 
Zoom for Christmas, they are: 

Christmas Eve at 5pm  
Christmas Eve Midnight (at about Midnight) 

Christmas Day at 9am 
The Christmas Eve Mass will be the traditional Mass we normally have 
with songs and carols lead by someone from their home, but hopefully 

everyone will join in with gusto.  This Mass will be in the 
magnificent setting of our church in Fernie. 

Christmas Day Mass will again be very traditional and will have songs 
and carols you will be invited to sing along with, and this will be from 

Sparwood. 

Then there is the Midnight Mass!  We are still planning this, but my hope is 
that we will be broadcasting this Mass from a stable in the middle of nowhere; 
a very simple Mass trying to connect us with the simplicity of the first 

Christmas.  (Obviously, cellular service, weather and other things 
permitting).  This will start at 11:55pm with a short video. 

At all three Masses we hope to be joined by and receive a 
greeting from those higher up the hierarchy than myself.  So 
while we cannot physically be together, the fact that we are 
joined on-line will give us the opportunity to reach out more 
widely and really feel that, on this somewhat different 
Christmas, we are truly connected to the wider Church. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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Christmas Communion 
Communion will be available in Elkford and Fernie on Christmas Eve and in 
Sparwood on Christmas Day.  This will be distributed in what has become our 
normal way, that is, people driving to the church door and remaining in their 
vehicles as I come in turn to each vehicle with Communion. 

In Elkford – I will celebrate Mass at St. Bernard’s at 12noon on Christmas Eve, 
but sadly I must do this alone.  The distribution of Communion will follow after 
this at about 12:45pm to 1:15pm (or longer if needed).  The church in Elkford will 
be open for private prayer from 12:45pm for an hour or so.  Someone will be on 
duty and will sign each person in, and will monitor hand sanitation, mask wearing 
and physical distancing, and then the cleaning of the church after it has been used.  
As the front door will be used for the distribution of Communion, those wishing to 
go into the church will be required to enter and leave via the side door on the road 
side of the building.  We are trying to arrange for a crib scene to be on display, so 
hopefully families will bring their kids to the church to pray. 

In Fernie – On Christmas Eve he church will be open from 1pm to 4pm.  The 
church will be fully decorated and we will see what we can do to provide some 
music.  Then at 5pm I will celebrate Mass, and again no congregation is allowed to 
be present, but the Mass will be broadcast on Zoom.  After Mass at 6pm 
Communion will be distributed from 6pm to 6:30pm (or longer if needed). 

In Sparwood – On Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated in the church at 9am, 
but again, a congregation is not permitted to be present, but this will be broadcast 
via Zoom.  Then from 10am to 11am Communion will be distributed in the normal 
way. 

In the mean time, please do join us for our normal Sunday Masses this weekend at 
5pm Saturday evening and 9am Sunday morning – the link is below. 

Use of the Churches for Private Prayer 
I am sure that everyone is conscientious about following the provincial 
government’s instructions about the use of churches, but it needs to be stressed that 
the Bishop has asked us to follow to the letter these rules.   
Accordingly, we can not have any sort of service in the church, whether organised 
by the priest or by anyone else; we are only allowed “individual prayer” in church. 

The Province can fine the parish $2,300 if a service is held – that is the law – and 
individuals at the service can be fined $230.  More than the money, the Bishop has 
made it abundantly clear that he does not want this to happen in any church as he 
feels it would undermine so much of the case that the Catholic Bishop’s of B.C. 
have been making that our churches are strictly following the guidelines given to us 
and so are significantly safer places than many of the institutions like pubs or gyms 
that have been allowed to remain open.
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“For We Saw His Star at its 
Rising!” 
A number of people commented on 
the item about the alignment of 
Jupiter and Saturn on Monday.  We 
do not know, but this might have 
been part of the astrological event 
that the Magi saw and prompted 
them to go looking for the baby 
Jesus.  During the next few nights 
we might have some clear skies, so 
why not do a little star gazing!  
Even if you miss the closest 
passing on Monday, do look on 
other days as the two planets will 
appear to be very close. 

And Finally  
Our church tower in Fernie has a 
new light behind the stain glass 
window.  This project is not 
finished yet, but as we are currently 
protecting and restoring the other 
stained glass in the Fernie church, 
this light is part of this project. 

Dear 
Fr. Christmas, 

A ball...  
or a bone...  

or some treats...   
or any sort of food...   
or a toy I can rip to 

pieces...  

Really, just 
anything!!!

With many thanks,  
Fr. David
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can. 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Conjunction of Jupiter & Saturn  
As I mentioned at length last week, on Monday evening the two biggest objects in the 
sky after the sun and the moon – Jupiter and Saturn – will both be in the same bit of the 
sky so will appear as one bright ‘star’.  We do not know what astrological event the 
Magi saw that brought them to Bethlehem and the baby Jesus, but some have 
speculated that it could have been this phenomenon, or at least this might have been 
part of what the Magi saw. 

Matthew 2:2 “Where is the child born king of the Jews?   
For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.”  

Jupiter and Saturn appear in roughly the same spot in the sky every twenty years or so, 
but they are not often so close that they appear to be one, as they will on Monday night.  
Also, when they do appear close to each other, quite often they are also close to the sun 
so we do not see them in the night sky.  Thus this is a significant event, indeed the 
closest these planets have appeared since 1623, and then the two planets were much 
lower in the night sky so again, not so easily visible. 

If the clouds clear and you get a chance to look into the sky in early evening, as soon as 
the sky begins to get dark and stars first appear, look to the southwest.  If they are 
separate, the brighter ‘star’ will be Jupiter and the dimmer one just above it will be 
Saturn.  But don’t wait until Monday, you can see Jupiter and Saturn getting closer 
each night, and after Monday, you can see them drifting apart.  Again look to the 
southwest soon after sunset.  We recently had a new moon so that isn’t particularly 
bright, so this makes the other ‘heavenly’ objects appear to glow slightly brighter, thus 
it is a good time for star gazing... if the clouds will move out of the way!   

I must admit that I have looked out every 
night this week and not managed to see them 
once.  So here is hoping for Monday.  It is 
just that I think it would be wonderful to see 
what possibly the magi saw.  There is no 
magic in the stars, the wonder is the 
connectedness with the events we read about 
in Matthew’s gospel. 

I still don’t think that I really have a clue 
about what it must have actually been like 
living in Christ’s time.  Forget the challenge 
of not having a smart phone or computer, 
they didn’t even have matches or clean 
burning paraffin for lamps, and the lamp oil 
they did have was reasonably expensive.  
Because of this, for most people life stopped 
when the sun went down.  So I think I need 
all the connectedness that I can get! 

Saturn 
Jupiter
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