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Third Sunday of Advent 

Dear All, 
So the closure of our churches for public services 
continues until 8th January.  I think we will all agree 
that this is very sad news. 

Just to make it clear, Christmas Mass will be 
broadcast via Zoom from our church in Fernie at 5pm 
on Christmas Eve, and from our church in Sparwood at 
9am on Christmas Day (all times are Mountain time).   

Christmas Communion 
Communion will be available in Elkford and Fernie on Christmas Eve and in 
Sparwood on Christmas Day.   

In Elkford – I will celebrate Mass at St. Bernard’s at 12noon on Christmas Eve, 
but sadly I must do this alone.  The distribution of Communion will follow after 
this at about 12:45pm to 1:15pm (or longer if needed).  The church in Elkford will 
be open for private prayer from 12:45pm for an hour or so.  Someone will be on 
duty and will sign each person in, and will monitor hand sanitation, mask wearing 
and physical distancing, and then the cleaning of the church after it has been used.  
As the front door will be used for the distribution of Communion, those wishing to 

go into the church will be required to enter and leave via the side door on the 
road side of the building.  We are trying to arrange for a crib scene to be on 

display, so hopefully families will bring their kids to the church to pray. 

In Fernie – On Christmas Eve he church will be open from 1pm to 4pm.  
The church will be fully decorated and we will see what we can do to provide 

some music.  Then at 5pm I will celebrate Mass, and again no congregation is 
allowed to be present, but the Mass will be broadcast on Zoom.  After Mass at 6pm 

Communion will be distributed from 6pm to 6:30pm (or longer if needed). 

In Sparwood – On Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated in the 
church at 9am, but again, a congregation is not permitted to be present, 

but this will be broadcast via Zoom.  Then from 10am to 11am 
Communion will be distributed in the normal way. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).
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Christmas Midnight Mass – At Midnight!!! 
Partly as a way to make up for all the restrictions the parishes are facing, I want to 
provide everything that we can within what is allowed.  So I wondered if at lease 
some people would like a Midnight Mass to be broadcast?  At Midnight!!! 

I am sure that many people will have kids in the house who are somewhat hyper on 
Christmas Eve at 5pm, and even more hyper on Christmas morning at 9am!  Or 
there might be some who are the only person in a household who wants to have a 
time of prayer at Christmas so might find it difficult to quietly sneak away for 
forty-five minutes on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.  Therefore, just for 
you, I will also be broadcasting a Mass at Midnight on Christmas night.  This 
won’t be a long Mass, rather I will make it very simple and quiet, intimate and 
prayerful.  Literally it will be the Christmas story and the prayers of Mass.  My 
hope is that perhaps at least some people who won’t be able to stop for long over 
the Christmas period might just get the chance at midnight on Christmas Eve to sit 
down, take a breath, and have a bit of quiet time in the prayerful environment of a 
Mass being celebrated.  Perhaps too, I will dim the lights so that only myself and 
the altar are lit, thus it will be just that little bit different and a little bit less busy. 

(I am writing this early in the week when we have only just heard of the closures of 
our churches over Christmas, so I will think more about this and see how we can 
make this Mass as special as we can, thus more details to follow.) 

In the mean time, please do join us for our normal Sunday Masses at 5pm Saturday 
evening and 9am Sunday morning – the link is below. 

Use of the Churches for Private Prayer 
It really does pain me to write this, but it is better to be completely clear before we 
start: there are strict rules about how we can use our churches at this time.  The 
Bishop has confirmed that we have to follow to the letter the Province’s instructions 
for places of worship.  Accordingly, we can not have any sort of service in the 
church, I cannot give out Communion in the church, and there must be no 
communal prayers in the church; we are only allowed “individual prayer” in church. 

This is heartbreaking.  What this means is that if there is a small group in the church 
and one person says, “Why don’t we say a rosary together?”, then that is no longer 
“individual prayer” but a gathering for a service, and this is not allowed.  I know 
that this might sound so odd, but the Province can fine the parish $2,300 if a service 
is held – that is the law – and individuals at the service can be fined $230.  More 
than the money, the Bishop has made it abundantly clear that he does not want this 
to happen in any church as he feels it would undermine so much of the case that the 
Catholic Bishop’s of B.C. have been making that our churches are strictly following 
the guidelines given to us and so are significantly safer places than many of the 
institutions like pubs or gyms that have been allowed to remain open.
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Are You Sitting Comfortably? 
I have attended a lot of Zoom meetings 
recently and also I was watching a funeral 
on-line, and something I have become 
aware of is that the quality of my 
participation at any of these broadcasts is 
greatly effected by both how I prepare 
myself and how I prepare the space 
around me. 

One of the purposes of putting our new five minute video presentation before the 
beginning of Mass is to help people prepare for Mass.  For a fidgety person like 
myself, having those few minutes before Mass helps me to settle down and push 
away many of the distractions.  So often I will sit down for a Zoom broadcast and 
no sooner has my bottom hit the chair than I remember something: “Oh, I forgot 

my coffee” or “I forgot to turn the oven off” or whatever.  Those 
few minutes help me get through all those distractions and then 
be ready to focus on what I am meant to be doing.  And 
speaking personally, when I am attending a Mass through a 
small screen I need to be very focused if I am to properly engage 
with it and truly make it a time of meaningful prayer.   

Secondly is the idea of the environment in which we sit.  Again 
this week I was up at 4am for a Zoom meeting from the UK.  
Obviously it was pre-dawn when we started, so I sat in a 
darkened room with just a candle and the light of the screen 
giving illumination.  In this dim light is was much easier to keep 
my eyes on the computer as everything else had disappeared into 
the darkness; that is, I wasn’t distracted by the things around me. 

Now I should add that at many of these Zoom events I am expected to take an 
active part, so I did have a light in front of me that I could turn on when others 
needed to see me, but even this helped me to distinguish the times I was just 
listening from the times I was expected to be more active.  And, of course, don’t 
get too comfortable in a darkened room or you might ‘nod-off’, but really, that 

won’t be the end of the world. 

So I just wonder how you prepare yourselves for Mass and 
how you arrange your environment to pray the Mass with us 
on Zoom?  For me, sitting comfortably helps, and as I have 
said, a darkened room; but what works for you?  You might 
have ideas that we could hand on.  Very particularly, I am 
thinking about the ‘Midnight Mass’; if anyone is still awake 
and joining us for that, wouldn’t it be lovely to just sit in a 
darkened room with a candle, listen to the Christmas story 
and the prayers of Mass before moving off to bed! 



Sunday 13th December – Third Sunday of Advent Page 4

Letter to Dr. Bonnie Henry 
Attached at the end of this e-mail is a copy of the letter I sent to Dr. Bonnie Henry, 
the Provincial Health Officer for B.C..  I have to say that I felt very hurt about the 
way she announced the cancellation of all our Christmas services.  Rather than 
stating explicitly that she was not going to allow people to attend churches for 
services over Christmas, she simply called our services “non-essential” activities 
and she said that she was extending the existing orders.  I thought that the decision 
to close all churches in British Columbia for the whole of Christmas and to prohibit 
anyone attending any Christmas service was such an unprecedented and profound 
decision that it should have been stated explicitly.  I consider that not mentioning 
this cancellation clearly was deeply disrespectful to all Christians. 

I should add that Health Minister Adrian Dix did address this issue, but sadly all 
the major television channels had left the press conference by the time he made his 
remarks. 

Clearly our ‘spiritual’ health, or even our mental health that is so influenced by our 
spiritual wellbeing, does not seem worthy of a mention to our Provincial Health 
Officer, and I find this stunningly sad (and I am quite angry about it!) 

“For We Saw His Star at its Rising!” 
Please also find below a piece about the alignment of Jupiter and Saturn.  We do 
not know, but this might have been part of the astrological event that the Magi saw 
and prompted them to go looking for the baby Jesus.  During the next few nights 
we might have some clear skies, so why not do a little star gazing! 

And Finally  
Congratulations to the youngsters 
in Elkford who had their First 
Reconciliation this last week.  
They had hoped to have their First 
Holy Communion this weekend, 
but obviously this isn’t happening.  
Hopefully they will be able to 
have Communion as soon as our 
churches reopen in January.  
Also, we have had various pictures 
from the churches in Fernie and 
Sparwood, but poor little Elkford 
doesn’t get a lot of space, so here 
is a picture of the altar and the 
Christ figure in Elkford. 

With many thanks,  

Fr. David
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To: Dr. Bonnie Henry, 
 Provincial Health Officer 
 bonnie.henry@gov.bc.ca 

Dear Dr. Henry, 
Thank you for doing such a complicated job at a difficult time. 

I would just like to give you a bit of feedback.  In reference to your statement 
yesterday (7th December 2020) about the continuation of the restrictions previously 
announced, I thought you dealt with this very badly.  To be clear, in this letter I am 
not criticising the decisions you took, but I would ask you to reflect on the way you 
announced them. 

In your statement you effectively prohibited anyone from attending any Christmas 
services in churches across the province, yet you didn’t feel it was necessary to state 
this explicitly?  Later in the statements Health Minister Adrian Dix did sensitively 
talk about this, but of course, the main television channels had left the press 
conference at that point so these remarks were not seen by the majority.   

Your omission of this had two consequences: firstly, people were confused.  One 
lady of Italian heritage said, “But she didn’t say they were cancelled; she would  
have said Christmas Mass was cancelled if it was cancelled.”  Many couldn’t believe 
that you would make such an unprecedented and radical decision as shutting our 
churches at Christmas without being clear about it. 

Secondly, speaking more personally, I felt totally disrespected by your statement.  It 
appears that the closing of our churches at Christmas is of so little importance to the 
province that it is not worthy of a mention by the Provincial Health Officer.  Yes, the 
politician who will be looking for votes in a few years time mentioned it, but the 
appointed Provincial Health Officer did not see the need.  Is the faith of so many 
Christians across British Columbia so unimportant to you?  This was wrong. 

Many can not believe that you are doing this to our faith community, so at your press 
conference you needed to look straight at the camera and say it clearly, but for some 
reason you ducked this; this is not what I expect from a public servant. 

I really do feel hurt by the way you have handled this as do many others.  If you 
want us to ‘all pull together’ then you have to respect us, and your statement 
yesterday was not respectful.  I was so disappointed in you. 

With sadness, 
Fr. David  

Fr. David John, 
Catholic Priest for the Elk Valley.

mailto:bonnie.henry@gov.bc.ca
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Conjunction of Jupiter & Saturn  
Matthew 2:2 “Where is the child born king of the Jews?   

For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.”  
We do not know what astrological event the Magi saw that brought them to 
Bethlehem and the baby Jesus.  Some have speculated that it was the conjunction 
of Jupiter and Saturn, or at least this might have been part of what the Magi saw. 
In astrological terms, a ‘conjunction’ is when two objects in the sky appear to meet, 
that is, they appear in the same bit of the sky.  After the sun and the moon, the two 
largest ‘stars’ in our sky are actually the planets Jupiter and Saturn (even if Venus can 
appear to be brighter).  On occasions Jupiter and Saturn appear in exactly the same spot 
in the sky so look like they are just one star, but a very bright one.  It has been 
calculated that this happened three times around 6BC so, among others, Johannes 
Kepler as early as 1603 speculated that this might have been the astrological event that 
the Magi observed.   

This conjunction occurs on average every twenty years or so, but there are years when 
the alignment is closer than others.  Also, this conjunction often occurs when the two 
planets appear to be very close to the sun, so can not been seen particularly well with 
the naked eye as they are only visible against a relatively bright sky.  But this year, a 
week on Monday, the conjunction will occur again and it is the closest visual alignment 
since 1623.  Again, it will not appear particularly high in the sky, but it could be 
relatively bright.  

To see it, as soon as the sky begins to get dark and stars first appear, look to the 
southwest.  The brighter ‘star’ will be Jupiter and the dimmer one just above it and 
slightly right will be Saturn.  But don’t wait 
until a week on Monday, 21st December, you 
can see Jupiter and Saturn getting closer each 
night.  Again look to the southwest soon after 
sunset.  Currently, I think, Saturn is above and 
slightly to the left of the brighter Jupiter.  This 
Monday, 14th December, we have a new 
moon, so the moon won’t be particularly 
bright this coming week thus won’t inhibit the 
sight of the astrological event.   

And as you look up, imagine how the Magi 
felt as they looked up and saw the same ‘star’, 
and let your mind drift to the image of the 
light that is coming into the world – Jesus. 
When I was out with Thumper I saw the two 
planets through the power-lines, and this is how 
they looked at 5:28pm on Thursday 3rd December, 
Jupiter is clear but Saturn is very dim.

Saturn 
Jupiter
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can.

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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