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Merry Christmas 
And   

Happy New Year 
Dear All, 
Just a very quick e-mail this week.   

I hope you are having a good celebration of Christmas 
and that your Christmas Day was enjoyable.  I say this with 

some trepidation because those to whom I have spoken have 
pretty consistently told me that they had a very quiet Christmas, 

perhaps adding that they spoke to their family on the phone or via FaceTime or 
alike.  And this has usually been related more with tones of resignation than joy. 

When my Mum in England was alive I would regularly phone her and tell her how 
rushed off my feet I was, to which – with sadness in her voice – she would reply, 
“Nothing much seems to have happen here today”, so I learnt to see that being 
busy had an element of blessing in it.   

Similarly, I wonder how many keen cooks out there are usually super busy at 
Christmas cooking a turkey plus trimmings plus a myriad of other items that 
families seem to take for granted at Christmas; and then this year without all the 
family descending upon the house, found no reason to do all that work.  For some 
this might have been a relief, but I have a suspicion that for many it wasn’t. 

In his encyclical Rerum Novarum of 1891, Pope Leo XIII pointed out that work 
can be a “delight” and joy when ‘freely chosen’, but its nature can change when is 
forced upon us (§17).   Or to turn this around, working hard at Christmas can seem 
like a chore that takes a lot of effort, but when it is taken away, suddenly we find 
what a “delight” it was to make the “free choice” of providing for our families at 
Christmas in so many different ways. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).



New Year’s Day 2021 & Weekend 2nd/3rd January Page 2

So if you were quietly pleased not to have had to work so hard this Christmas, then 
good on you; but if you really missed that labouring, then know that you were 
missing a labour of love. 

Whatever your Christmas was like, I do hope that our broadcast Masses were part 
of your celebrations.  I am so delighted with the feedback that I got from the 
Midnight Mass.  One person said, “You changed my Christmas” and I decided to 
take this as a compliment!  And I have to say, that having celebrated Mass outside 
at minus 14C, I now don’t feel any need to do it again! 

Mass for the New Year  
But yet there is also a tradition for celebrating Mass on New Year’s Eve.  And I 
wondered how many people wanted to see the new year in by watching Mass?  
Now to be clear, I am not planning to repeat our Christmas Eve adventure, as I say, 
I have been there and done that!  But instead I was thinking, ‘Wouldn’t it be nice to 
have a quiet, prayerful Mass at 11:15pm on New Year’s Eve and try to conclude 
the Mass at midnight with a blessing for the new year?’ 

So while like Christmas Eve I will celebrate 
on my own, and like Christmas Eve I will 
celebrate in a slightly less formal style, but 
this time it will be from a church which has 
heating in it that is turned on and working! 

Again like Christmas Eve I will gently read 
through the readings and then celebrate 
Mass.  And while I am not expecting any 
bishops to turn up at this Mass, we will 
certainly have an angelic apparition visit 
us!?!  We have a lovely space set up that 
hopefully will help our reflection on the 
feast...  but to know more you will have to 
join us at 11:15pm on Thursday night.  (The 
link is below).  

Thumper and Myself at Christmas 
Thumper and I had a wonderful Christmas.  
Thumper certainly loved the midnight Mass 
– the whole idea of playing church outside 
appealed to him as he thought he could be 
part of this.  Well, he was part of the set up 
at least. 

For Christmas Thumper got a bone (top 
picture) and I had my annual Brussel sprout 
with left-over turkey, potatoes and gravy.  
Perfect!  (Bottom picture.) 
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And Finally 
As things are a bit busy I haven’t got around to opening all my cards and presents, 
but I will do that in the next day or so, and I will do a more formal ‘thank you’ next 
week, but in advance of that, thank you to everyone who did give me a card or sent 
Christmas greetings in some way.   

This obviously includes a big ‘thank you’ to Deacon Stephen for preaching last 
weekend; I can’t tell you what a gift that was.  And once I realised that we could 
both appear on screen at the same time, I thought that it also made for a good 
celebration of Mass. 

Link to Our New Year’s Eve Mass 
To get the link to our Masses over Christmas please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Link to Weekend Masses After New Year 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait; the co-host or myself will be with you as 

quickly as we can.

Happy New Year, 

 
from Fr. David & Thumper!
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