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Dear All, 
Very many thanks to everyone who sent in names to be prayed for last weekend.  I 
did take all the e-mails (and even phone messages), print them off, prayed for each 
person over the weekend and also put the whole pile of names on the altar on 
Sunday and prayed collectively for them all. 

Road Map for Our Liturgy 
Now we have passed the feasts of All Saints and All Souls, looking ahead what is 
to come next?  No, not Christmas but Advent.  The road to Advent is basically the 
reading of chapter 25 of Matthew’s gospel. 

Sunday 8th November – Matthew 25:1-13 – The wise and foolish bridesmaids;   

Sunday 15th November – Matthew 25:14-30 – The parable of the talents; 

Sunday 22nd November – Matthew 25:31-46 – This Sunday is the Feast of Christ 
the King and the last Sunday of the liturgical year, that is, the last Sunday before 
Advent and our build up to Christmas.  On this Sunday we will hear the end of 
Chapter 25 when Jesus will say, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats...” 

In Matthew’s gospel, immediately after this, at the beginning of chapter 26, we 
read, ‘When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 
“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to be crucified.”’ and the story of Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection follow.  So the Feast of Christ the King will conclude our sequential 
reading of Matthew’s gospel and for the next year we will read predominantly from 
Mark’s gospel (with a big chunk of John at various points). 

Chiming on Zoom 
Last weekend I saw an option on Zoom to play a sound when someone joined the 
broadcast.  I thought having this would be good so that, during the Mass, I 
wouldn’t have to keep looking at my iPad to check if anyone new had joined us.  
Unfortunately, I didn’t realise that everyone else would also hear this chiming 
during the Mass.  So apologies for this, I will turn it off next week.  

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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And Finally –  
 Looking a Little Further Ahead... 
But just in case you have already raised your 
eyes toward’s Christmas, and particularly if you 
have kids or grandkids you are thinking about, I 
have some good news.  The Bishop in the North 
Pole has assured me that Father Christmas [Santa 
Claus] has been deemed an ‘essential worker’, so 
even if a second wave of covid comes, Santa will 
still be working.  (Someone said that you can tell 
that Santa is an essential worker because he 
wears a uniform, everyone takes him for granted 
and he is paid in cookies.) 

Like the rest of us, this year Father Christmas 
has had to adapt how he does things.  I hear that 
he has a new app on his phone which, when he 
gets to a chimney, can tell him if the people in 
the house have been naughty or nice.  He has 
also had to lengthen his sled as apparently all the 
crackers people will be using at the Christmas 
table will have to be two metres long. 

But I am sure that we will all find that Santa is 
part of our social ‘bubble’. 

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 

If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, it simply means that  
either I have fallen asleep or I am doing something else at that moment. 

With many thanks,  Fr. David

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Remarks by the Holy Father on Civil Unions  
Some Facts Compiled by Fr. David. 

At the request of the Pope, the Secretariat of State at the Vatican has released an 
explanation of the remarks attributed to Pope Francis in the recent film 
“Francesco”.  Much of the mass-media gave the clear impression that the Pope had 
endorsed same sex marriage, while in fact, the Pope was simply repeating already 
existing teachings given by the Church.  The Secretariat pointed out that some of 
the Pope’s remarks contained in the documentary “Francesco” have given rise to 
“different reactions and interpretations”.  The documentary centred on an 
interview the Pope gave a year ago, but sadly the Pope’s answers to two distinct 
questions were edited together in such a way that they could have appeared to be a 
single answer to one question, and thus they lost their “contextualisation”. 

In the first answer, the Secretariat tells us that the Pope made a “pastoral reference” 
on the need that, within the family, the son or daughter who has a homosexual 
orientation should never be discriminated against.  And I think we would all agree 
with this, and indeed this is just a rephrasing of a paragraph from a 2016 Vatican 
document on Love in the Family, ‘Amoris Laetitia’, which I will quote in full: 

The Church makes her own the attitude of the Lord Jesus, who offers his 
boundless love to each person without exception.  During the Synod, we 
discussed the situation of families whose members include persons who 
experience same-sex attraction, a situation not easy either for parents or for 
children.  We would like before all else to reaffirm that every person, 
regardless of sexual orientation, ought to be respected in his or her dignity 
and treated with consideration, while ‘every sign of unjust discrimination’ is 
to be carefully avoided, particularly any form of aggression and violence.  
Such families should be given respectful pastoral guidance, so that those who 
manifest a homosexual orientation can receive the assistance they need to 
understand and fully carry out God’s will in their lives.  (§250) 

In the Pope’s interview for the film a subsequent and separate question was also 
put to the Holy Father that related to a “local situation” that had occurred in 
Argentina and a law in that country relating to “marriages of same-sex couples” 
which Pope Francis, who was then Archbishop of Buenos Aires, opposed.  In 
answer the Pope pointed out that ‘civil unions’ are a ‘civil’ matter designed to give 
protection to individuals.  This answer again referred back to a previous interview 
that the Pope gave to the Italian daily newspaper, Corriere della Sera, in 2014 when 
he was asked about ‘civil unions’ in Italy:  

«Marriage is between a man and a woman.  Secular states want to justify 
civil unions to regulate different situations of coexistence, driven by the need 
to regulate economic aspects between people, such as ensuring health care.  
These are coexistence agreements of various kinds, of which I cannot list the 
different forms.  We need to see the different cases and evaluate them in their 
variety ». 
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The Press Office added that it is important to understand that in Italy ‘civil unions’ 
refer to all people “who are married by the state, outside of a religious context” 
that is, male-female unions as well as same-sex unions, and they added, “The Pope 
did not choose to enter into debates about the delicate matter of gay civil unions.  
In his response to the interviewer, he emphasised the natural characteristic of 
marriage between one man and one woman, and on the other hand, he also spoke 
about the obligation of the state to fulfil its responsibilities towards its citizens.” 
Speaking personally, I find it interesting to hear what the Pope says on these issues, 
and it is very much in line with the Gospel of love which is a Gospel for families 
and indeed for all people regardless of any categorisation.  I say this because, in 
Britain, my Naina [Welsh for Grandma], was widowed in the First World War as 
was Naina’s sister, so the two women came together and brought up their five 
children as one family.  In North Wales during the post-First World War depression 
things were very difficult, so while the widow’s war pension was very small, 
having two pensions in one household made life tolerable.  But the state never 
recognised them as a family.  While this is nothing to do with sex or sexual 
orientation, it does touch on the question of ‘What is a family?’, and as the Pope 
says, marriage is between a man and a woman, but there are so many “different 
kinds of living arrangements which I [the Pope] wouldn’t know how to enumerate 
with precision.”  And indeed, in Europe both of the wars of the twentieth century 
took the lives of so many young males that it was not uncommon for sisters or 
close friends to live together, not only for economic reasons, but also for 
companionship and support, and of course, they never got any recognition from the 
state for the type of ‘family’ they lived in.  I am sure that, from heaven, Naina is 
rejoicing that the Pope hasn’t stuck to a definition of family that would have 
excluded her and her loved ones, but rather he has the sensitivity to reach out and 
recognise the situation she and many others found themselves in.  
What I take away from this is not new teaching on ‘same sex unions’, rather it just 
reinforces my disenchantment with North American news media.  I saw that some 
of the quality news services did summarise the Pope’s remarks with a certain 
accuracy, but much of the mass media knew that by sensationalising the remarks 
they would provoke a significant reaction.  I don’t put this down to any ‘anti-
Catholic’ agenda or any conspiracy theory, but simply to the reality that all mass-
media news outlets in North America have to make a profit, thus it is not about 
truth but rather it is all about viewing numbers or number of ‘hits’ on the website.  
The way media outlets make a profit is by ensuring that people watch or read their 
content, and in turn this is done by trying to provoke an emotional reaction in the 
consumer so they feel that if they don’t ‘tune back in’ they might be missing 
something they need to know.  That is, the media sensationalise their content at the 
expense of accuracy. Sadly, so many people are taken in again and again and again.  
My advise to everyone is to listen to the news with a very sceptical ear; there is 
only one ‘Gospel Truth’, and that is not found in the mass-media’s newsfeeds.  

Here endeth my rant against the North American news media, Fr. David.
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