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Written Mid-week. 

Dear All, 

First Sunday of Advent 
We are going into the second weekend of having no 
“in-person” services in our churches.  A lot of feeling 
has been expressed about this, not least by Archbishop 
Michael Miller from Vancouver. 

Like it or not, this is where we are, once more 
celebrating Mass in empty churches.  And I started to 
reflect upon the symbolism of a church totally devoid of 
people except the priest.  And a number of thoughts came to me. 

Firstly, the rows and rows of empty pews somehow symbolise the dislocation 
that so many of us are going through at this moment; we can’t gather with our 
families, we can’t spend time with our friends, we keep our distance from others.  
At the beginning of the Sparwood Mass last weekend I showed the deserted pews 
because I found this such a sad sight and I thought it was really important to share 
this sorrowful reality with everyone – their church is empty!  Across British 
Columbia we are heartbroken. 

Secondly, in reality since March our churches have only had a fraction of our usual 
number, and so many of those who have built and sustained our parishes for 
decades have been missing for some time.  Thus the sight of an unoccupied church 
also said to those who for months and months have not been able to be with us in 
person, you are not alone, everyone is now in the same boat.   

And thirdly, looking around the whole church, while the sanctuary is where the 
Word is spoken and the elements consecrated, the pews are where the body gathers 
to be with its head; and while the priest standing as the head of the body is still 
there, the body is not physically present, rather it is now on-line.  But I want to 
stress that each one of you who join us via the internet is just as important and just 
as valued as if you were with us in person.   

Accordingly this week I will again do my welcome to everyone from in front of the 
altar with the camera looking down the lonely aisle of our church.   

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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Sunday Masses 
Have you ever realised that in heaven there won’t be any sacraments because all 
that the sacraments provide for us on earth will be fulfilled?  By definition, being 
in heaven will mean being in Communion with God and with one another; perfect 
Communion.  And without sin there will be no need for reconciliation and without 
sickness there will be no need for anointing.  We won’t need the sacraments of 
initiation because we will already have the fullness of the Spirit.  And as 
Mark 12:25 tells us “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”  Nor will we need ordination as 
we will have the one High Priest, Jesus.  So there will be no sacraments in heaven. 

But can you imagine what the situation would be if there were no sacraments on 
earth?  The sacrifice of Christ’s giving of his own body and blood on the Cross 
would just be history, and we would not be able to receive Him sacramentally to 
bind us to God and to one another.  There would be no forgiveness, no healing, no 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and no vocational sacraments to empower us to live 
the life that God has called us to live. 

Because the vision of a world without the sacraments is such a desolate image, 
even if we cannot physically come together, the Sacraments will continue; Mass 
will still be celebrated in each of our churches every week.  In 2014 Pope Francis 
said that the Eucharist is our “life-blood”, so I will still celebrate Mass not just to 
ensure that there is enough Eucharist to distribute; but more profoundly, so that the 
“life-blood” of our faith still pumps through the veins of our community. 

Mass is Broadcast at 5pm Saturday and 9am Sunday  
As we did last weekend, we will broadcast two Masses, one on Saturday evening 
from Fernie and one on Sunday morning from Sparwood.  You are welcome to join 
us at either of these – details of the link are at the end of this letter. 

Communion After Mass 
And again as we have been doing for a long time now, there will be the distribution 
of Communion after Mass to those who drive to the church.  Currently the weather 
forecast says that the weekend will be cold but sunny, which is fine, so hopefully 
we will see a good number out for Communion.   
Fernie:  As some people in Fernie might be new to the procedure, what those 
coming for Communion do is approach the church from the north-east (that is, 
driving down 4th Avenue passed the Anglican Church).  Then they stop right in 
front of the church door.  If there is already a car there, then they line up along the 
street.  The street is very quiet and quite wide, so this practice isn’t an issue.  When 
you get to the front of the line-up, stay in your vehicle, I will come to you and will 
then say the ‘Our Father’ and ‘Lamb of God’ with you and then give you 
Communion and a blessing.  I will be outside the church from 5:45pm until 
6:15pm, or longer if needed.  

I think everyone at the other churches knows the procedure by now! 



Sunday 29th November – First Sunday of Advent Page 3

Letter to Our Local MLA, Mr. Tom Shypitka 
After my letter of last week to our local MLA, Tom Shypitka, I very quickly got a 
gracious reply.  I asked why the churches were being shut but not other facilities 
that seemed to pose more danger to health and where the “face, hands and space” 
protocols were less well practised were not.  He replied, 

I was so please with this response.  So thank you Tom. 

Christmas Masses 
With regards to Masses at Christmas, we are hoping that there will be a series of 
Masses in Fernie on Christmas Eve, 3pm, 5pm and 7pm; in Sparwood Mass will be 
on Christmas morning at 9am; and in Elkford there will be a Christmas Mass but as 
yet we are not sure when. 

Obviously all these arrangements are provisional and are based on the assumption 
that service sizes will be limited to fifty people.  All the same, to help us plan you 
are encouraged to contact the parish offices if you would like to attend any of these 
Masses, or indeed, any of the Masses on the following two weekends.  Then we 
will book you a place, because when we have fifty signed up, then regretfully we 
will have to turn people away. 

So while it is still provisional, if you do know your Christmas plans and do want to 
make attending Mass in the Valley as part of those plans please let us know as soon 
as you can by e-mail or by phone.  The reason for the urgency is that if all our 
Masses get full we will look at how we can provide extra capacity, that is, extra 
Masses, and we need to know quite soon if that will be needed.  For Fernie e-mail:  
info@holyfamilyfernie.ca for Sparwood & Elkford: ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

And don’t forget, so many of the people who join us at Christmas – particularly in 
Fernie – are locals who only come to us on this one occasion, so they might not 
know about our limited space and the need to book.  Thus if you do know anyone 
who does join us for Mass at Christmas, please pass on this information. 

Thanks for the question and it is a good one that I get asked a lot.  [...] 
If there was ever a time when faith is needed most then this is it.  Similarly like 
any business if a place of worship has the proper procedures and protocols in 
place for safe worship then this should not be discouraged. 
I will be asking these questions of government and our health officer once I am 
sworn in and back to Victoria. 
Apart from that, I understand we are in a provincial health state of emergency and 
the public health office calls the shots and government is largely at their mercy. 
Sincerely, 
Tom Shypitka, MLA 
Kootenay East

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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And Finally  
I have been very moved by a number of letters that we have received from people 
who have visited our parishes.  This week we received another letter from a lady in 
Ontario who has a twin-sister who lives in Fernie.  She wrote and said how she 
joins us each week via Zoom as her home parish does not have a broadcast Mass.  
She goes on and says, “Our Spiritual journey has been broadened and enriched by 
sharing these weekly visits/celebrations with you via Zoom.  They have also 
provided me an extra opportunity for shared time and experiences with my sister.” 

To me this was a wonderful reminder of what I was saying at the beginning of this 
e-mail, that even if we are only together electronically rather than physically, yet 
our sharing is real and important.  I know two other sisters who join us from 
thousands of kilometres away, and I am really, really happy when people feel part 
of our on-line community. 

With many thanks, Fr. David

Thumper, what are you doing? 
I am praying. 

You look like you are sleeping rather than praying. 
When you pray I often look at you and think that you’re asleep, that is why I try to wake you! 

You are also chewing your stick. 
It’s my chewy prayer stick; you mean you don’t have a prayer stick to chew while praying?
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 5pm Saturday evening Mass or our 9am Sunday morning 
Mass please send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you 
will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 

Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can.
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