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Middle of the Night, Thursday 

Dear All, 
This e-mail was all ready to go on Wednesday, then that evening we got the news 
that places of worship in B.C. were going to be closed.  Very late on Thursday we 
got this confirmed by the Bishop’s office, so literally am writing during Thursday 
night and have not had a chance to consult with anyone, and indeed I have barely 
had time to do more than read what the Bishop has said, so apologies to the parish 
councils that I didn’t let you know first.   I will attach a copy of the Bishop’s letter. 

Sunday Masses 
Just like with the previous closure of our churches, I think it is very important that 
Mass is still celebrated in our communities, even if people can’t be physically 
present at these celebrations.  So I still intend to continue to celebrate Mass in 
Fernie on Saturday evening, in Sparwood on Sunday morning and in Elkford on 
Sunday afternoon.  Very sadly, as the Bishop explained, due to the provincial 
governments new rules, I will have to do this behind closed doors and parishioners 
will not be allowed to be with me in the church.  All the same, please know that 
Mass is still being celebrated. 

Two Weekend Zoom Masses  
We were going to introduce a second weekend Zoom Mass next week but now it 
seems to make sense to bring this forward a week.  So from this weekend, 21st/
22nd November, there will be two Sunday Masses broadcast from the parish; as 
well as the normal 9 o’clock Sunday morning Mass from Sparwood we are also 
going to broadcast a 5 o’clock Saturday evening Mass from Fernie. 

As mentioned last week, the purpose of this is two fold; firstly so that the Fernie 
parishioners who join us on Zoom can be part of Mass from their own church.  
Secondly, while 9am Sunday Morning seems to suit many people, it doesn’t suit 
everyone, so we want those joining us remotely for Mass to have a choice. 

Communion After Mass 
As mentioned in the Bishop’s letter and as has been our practice for some months 
now, Communion will be available after Mass for those who drive to the church. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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Fernie:  Obviously as our church’s front door opens onto a public road, care needs 
to be taken.  Currently those coming for Communion approach the church from the 
north-east (that is, driving down 4th Avenue passed the Anglican Church).  Then 
they stop right in front of the church door.  If there is already a car there, then they 
line up along the street.  This street is very quiet and quite wide, so this practice 
isn’t an issue.  When you get to the front of the line-up, stay in your vehicle, I will 
come to you and will then say the ‘Our Father’ and ‘Lamb of God’ with you and 
then give you Communion and a blessing.  I will be outside the church from 
5:45pm until 6:15pm, or longer if needed. 

Sparwood:  The Sparwood parishioners are quite used to this procedure, but with 
the numbers we get I always worry about how long people have to wait.  Now with 
the churches shut and possibly more people coming for Communion, I will try to 
hasten the pace slightly, so please excuse me if I don’t engage in any chatting.  I 
will be outside the church from 9:45am to 11am, or longer if needed. 

Elkford:  We have lots of space in Elkford, and again, I will celebrate Mass as 
normal at 4pm and distribute Communion from about 4:45pm.   

Feast of Christ the King 
This Sunday is the feast of ‘Christ the King’.  On this day we think of 
Christ now seated in glory at the Father’s right hand.  This same Jesus 
who loves each one of us is both the eternal high priest and Universal 
King, and we rejoice. 

This feast was first introduced into our liturgical year between the two 
World Wars.  Up to that time very many countries had had the 
traditional system of government headed by a Christian monarchy.  But 
with both communism and fascism rising, the world was becoming an 
increasingly secular place.  Pope Pius XI introduced the feast to make 
the statement that even if a country stops being Christian, Christ is still our King.  And as in some 
countries even private devotion to Christianity was starting to be discouraged, the Pope wanted to make 
it abundantly clear that Christ is still our King whatever governments might say. 

We are in an increasingly secular world, but the danger to our faith is much more likely to come by the 
dominance of materialism, which is fed by consumerism.  As Pope Francis said in his recent encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti, by being absorbed by material things we can so easily start treating humans in the same 
way, and just as we throw so much of our consumer items away once they have no value to us, so as a 
society we end up throwing people away who have no value to us, thus abortion becomes normalised 
and euthanasia is talked of as a blessing. 

We need to let ourselves be challenged by this feast:  What parts of my life show that I believe that 
Christ is my King? How do I live by His kingdom rather than the kingdom of consumerism. 

This feast will end the liturgical year so next week we will start a new church year with the season of 
Advent.  I have to say that my youngest sister will be please because half her wardrobe seems to include 
the colour purple in some form; in clothing it is her favourite colour.



Sunday 22nd November – Feast of Christ the King Page 3

Letter to Our Local MLA 
Tonight I have sent the following letter (via e-mail) to the MLA for Kootenay East, 
Mr. Tom Shypitka.  I will be interested in his response. 

And Finally  
This has been a busy time and 
I seem to have been running all 
week, but Thumper wants you 
to know that he can run a lot 
faster than I can and he loves 
proving it by running up and 
down the path, and most times 
he doesn’t collide with me as 
he passes... most times! 

With many thanks,   

Fr. David

Dear Mr. Shypitka, 
Thank you for being our MLA. 

I have a simple question:   

Having read the new Covid-19 restrictions that have just come into force,  
why can I dance with someone at a dance studio,   
and physically challenge someone at martial arts,   
and I can shout with other people at a cheerleading class,   
but I can’t pray with others in a church?   

This just seems so illogical, and because it hasn’t been explained and seems so 
contradictory, it looks like clear anti-faith bias by those in power.   

Can you please explain why the provincial government has made these rules the 
way they have? 

With thanks  
Fr. David 
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, I will be with you as quickly as I can. 

During the week I took this picture of St. Michael’s church in Sparwood and I thought I would share it with you.   
I ask you, what other church in Canada, or indeed in the world, has a Christmas tree as big as ours?   

Good luck to who ever has to put the angel on the top!

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Christmas Masses – Fernie & Sparwood 
(For Elkford, please see below.) 

Obviously we don’t know what provincial rules will be in place by Christmas, but we 
must hope that this short ‘lock down’ will mean that we will be able to have our Christmas 
services.  So we will continue to plan for that, but all the following are made on the 
presumption that we will again be allowed to have fifty people at each of our Christmas 
Masses. 

This year Christmas Eve is a Thursday, Christmas Day a Friday, and then we are into a 
weekend.  So as well as the Christmas Masses we will have the usual pattern of weekend 
Masses on 26th/27th December and on 2nd/3rd January, that is, 5pm Mass in Fernie on 
Saturday night and 9am Mass in Sparwood on Sunday morning.   

As we are expecting that there might be more than the governments limit of fifty people 
wanting to be at these Masses, we have put a booking system in place.  So if you want to 
attend any of these Masses you will need to book a place ahead of time.  More on this 
below. 

Christmas Eve – In Fernie Only 
Fernie will be the only place to have a Christmas Eve service. 

We will have a number of Christmas Eve Masses all in a row.  Initially on Christmas Eve 
in Fernie we will schedule a 3pm, 5pm and 7pm Mass.  As people book in to these Masses 
we will assess if there might be a need for at least one other Mass later in the evening. 

We are planning that each service will last less than forty minutes and – again to follow 
Provincial guidelines – sadly there will be no singing.  But hopefully you will agree that 
the most important things are there:  Mass will be celebrated, the Christmas story will be 
told, there will be traditional Christmas church music played, and the church will be 
decorated to reflect the joy of the season.  And really importantly, baby Jesus will be put 
in the crib to be with Mary, Joseph, some shepherds, and perhaps, even a grandparent or 
two!  Really, apart from the crush of the crowd, it won’t be that different from normal. 

We are still working on the music side of things.  I always think that there is something 
very special about live music.  Get the best choir or soloist on a recording and it is not as 
good as someone who is actually there live.  So we will see what we can do to get a 
musician in to play the piano or some other instrument at each Mass, but this might be a 
challenge.  We are not allowed to have the singing of carols by a soloist because it is 
feared that everyone will join in, and communal singing is not allowed at this time, thus 
our opting for an instrumentalist.  We will see how this works out. 

Christmas Day – In Sparwood Only 
Sparwood will be the only place to have a Christmas Day service, and this will be at 9am 
on Christmas morning. 

While we are only planning to have the one Christmas Day Mass, we will keep this 
decision under review.  Like the night before, as people book in to this Mass we will 
assess if there might be a need for another Mass, the difficulty is that a priest is only 
permitted to celebrate a certain number of Masses, even at Christmas.  
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Those Who Can’t Attend Mass 
There will be the usual arrangement for Communion for those who can’t attend Mass after 
the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass in Fernie and the 9am Christmas Day Mass in Sparwood.  
Both of these Masses will be broadcast on Zoom and then Communion will be available 
outside of the church after Mass for those who can’t attend the service.  So hopefully 
everyone who wants to can receive their Christmas Communion.   

Booking In for Masses 
Surprisingly to me, the initial demand for places on Christmas Eve was for seats at the 
3pm Mass which is already quite full, the next favourite was the 5pm Mass.  We will see 
how demand goes over the next couple of weeks to see if more than three Masses might 
be needed. 

There are sign up sheets for the Christmas Eve Masses in the entrance way of the church 
in Fernie, and a sign up sheet for the Christmas Day Mass in Sparwood.  This will enable 
regulars to sign in as they attend Mass this weekend and next.  Everyone else will need to 
e-mail the office to book seats.  Please state how many people will be in your ‘bubble’ and 
we will look at how best to spread people throughout the church.  Please remember that 
space is very limited, so while we want to include as many as we can, please don’t block 
book “just in case”; it would be dreadful if people were excluded from a Christmas Eve 
Mass because others had reserved a lot of seats that in fact they didn’t need.  This is 
difficult, I know, but please do your best. 

Sadly, when a Mass has fifty names against it, then we will stop taking bookings – that is 
our only choice.  Please bear with us, we will do are very best to provide Masses on 

Christmas Eve in Fernie and on Christmas Day in Sparwood for as many as we are 
able.  Booking early will very much help us with this.  But if you have book places 

and your plans change, please, please, please remember to let us know and 
cancel your booking. 

The most important thing to note is that these Masses will conform to 
whatever Provincial Health restrictions that are in place at the time.  

So we are expecting that the maximum number of people allowed 
in the church for each Mass will be 50 (or rather, 49 plus me as I 
am already booked in for every Mass!).  People will be asked to 
sanitise their hands on entering and leaving, and to wear masks 
during the service.  And people will be asked to observe physical 
distancing. 

Get the Word Out There 
At Christmas we are very privileged to be joined by very many 
people from the area and we rejoice at this.  As our arrangements 
are a bit different this year, and as people will need to book to get 
into our Masses, then can you please put the word out there about 

what we are doing.  These details are on our website, but 
personally  telling people is always so nice.  So can you 

please pass on these details. 
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Elkford 
Currently there is a ring-round happening asking people what might work for them.  
Again, it surprised me that many people have asked for a Mass at 12noon on Christmas 
Eve.  While we are not expecting too many people to show up, we will still need have a 
booking system.  But we will work this out when we get a definite time for the Mass. 

Similarly, we are still assessing what demand there might be for a Mass on Sunday 27th 
December, but we are definitely trying for a Mass at 4pm on Sunday 3rd January, but 
people won’t need to book in for this Mass. 
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