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Dear All, 
As I write this weekly e-mail I am conscious that a lot of the content only relates to 
locals, so what I will do is include the more general items – including the pictures 
of Thumper showing off his new wardrobe – and then add the details of our 
Christmas arrangements as an appendix, which will obviously be of more interest 
to those who live in the Valley. 

Zoom Mass – New 5pm Saturday Mass being Added 
As from the first weekend in Advent – Saturday 28th November – we will start 
broadcasting via Zoom our 5pm Saturday evening Mass from Fernie.  The purpose 
of this is two fold; firstly so that the Fernie parishioners who join us on Zoom can 
be part of Mass from their own church.  Secondly, while 9am seems to suit a lot of 
people as a time for Mass, it doesn’t suit everyone, so we want those joining us 
remotely to have a choice. 

I have to say that I am a bit excited 
about this.  We will have four cameras 
and hopefully all the shots will show off 
our most beautiful church to the full.  
With the painted walls and ceiling, 
really it is a magnificent place and I am 
hoping that our broadcast from there 
will show it off at its best. 

At present we are expecting this to be a 
slightly simpler Mass than Sparwood 
with no solo singer.  Broadcasting from 
Fernie at 5pm will pave the way for the 
broadcast of a Christmas Eve Mass from 
Fernie, but more on that in the appendix. 

Speaking personally, the difference this will make is that I will have to pull my 
socks up a little.  ‘BC’, that is, ‘Before Covid’, I used to get my thoughts together 
for my Sunday homily [sermon] early in the week and give a brief summary of my 
thoughts on Wednesday morning at Rocky Mountain Village care home in Fernie.  
Then by Friday I had to have my ideas in focus enough to give a respectable 
homily at Lilac Terrace (sheltered accommodation), Sparwood, on Friday morning.  

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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Very often after the Lilac Terrace Mass I would say, ‘Wow, that was waaaay to 
long’ or ‘I am not sure that made sense’ or ‘really, I should have just gone with the 
one point’.  So by Saturday I had had a ‘full dress rehearsal’ of the sermon and had 
a chance to put right any obvious weaknesses.  Since lockdown my homily on 
Saturday night at Fernie has been my first rendition of my thoughts, and I have to 
admit, sometimes I do perform some major surgery overnight – even sometimes 
putting the sermon on life support!  Now, if the Fernie Mass is to be broadcast I 
might just need to make sure that I have my act together with a bit more regularity 
by 5pm on Saturday.  So spare a thought for poor Thumper, because this means he 
will be the trial congregation for the ‘dry runs’ of my Sunday sermon! 

And please excuse us being a bit legalistic, but we need to add: 
From 28th November 2020, by attending the 5pm Saturday evening Mass, or 
any other Mass that is posted as a broadcast Mass from Holy Family Church 
in Fernie, you understand that you might appear on camera, and hereby 
consent to the reproduction and use of your photograph, image, voice or a 
reproduction thereof, either in whole or in part, to be used by Holy Family 
parish for any and all multi-media and broadcast purposes without limitation 
or reservation.  Please address any questions to the Parish Office in Fernie.  

And Finally  
As I write this we are forecast to have 30cm (a foot) of snow over night in the Elk 
Valley, different parts of the world are experiencing the ‘second wave’ of covid and 
with it getting dark so early, it might be easy for some to feel downcast.  So please 
do remember to look after yourself and your loved ones, and more than that, be 
kind to yourself and those you meet.   
 

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 

If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, it simply means that  
either I have fallen asleep or I am doing something else at that moment. 

With many thanks,  Fr. David

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Thumper’s New Coat 
Thumper, tell everyone about  
 your new harness. 
I have a lovely orange coat. 
Now I have a yellow one as well. 

And what do you think of your  
 new yellow coat? 
... 
Thumper, that is rude. 
But I don’t like yellow! 
Yes, but you are a Yellow Labrador. 
Oh!  I thought I was  
 an orangey-brown Lab.   
Okay, I love it;  
yellow’s my new favourite colour.
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Christmas Masses 
I know it is early and we haven’t passed ‘Black Friday’ yet, but we need to start 
organising our Christmas schedule.   

At Christmas, in terms of attendance, Fernie has always out numbered the other 
parishes many times over, so our arrangements this year for Christmas Eve will 
heavily reflect this, but hopefully, under the really difficult restrictions we face 
because of covid, we will do our very best for everyone. 

Of course, Christmas Eve is a Thursday, Christmas Day a Friday, and then we are 
into a weekend!  So we will need to do a booking system not only for the 
Christmas Masses, but certainly in Fernie, also for the two weekends after 
Christmas. 

So to put some flesh on the bones: Fernie will be the only place to have a Christmas 
Eve service, Sparwood will have a Christmas morning service at 9am, and we will 
have to work out something for Elkford, but I want to give them a bit of a choice.  
Also, there will be the usual arrangement for Communion for those who can’t 
attend Mass after the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass in Fernie and the 9am Christmas 
Day Mass in Sparwood, so hopefully everyone who wants to can receive their 
Christmas Communion.  Again, we will have to see what we can do in Elkford. 

Fernie 
Our service times are obviously important to our parishioners and those we 
regularly see, but we know that a much wider group of people often join us at 
Christmas and we want you to spread the word to those as well.  So if you know 
people who perhaps don’t get this e-mail but might want to be part of our 
Christmas celebrations, either in person or remotely, please pass on this 
information. 

In Fernie at our 5pm Christmas Eve Mass we always seem to get four or five times 
the number of people who turn up on a typical weekend.  And often the church is 
full with all the seats – upstairs and downstairs – and with people standing 
throughout the church.  One year I turned up from a previous service with just ten 
minutes to spare to be told by someone at the door that the church was full and 
there was no more room.  I told them that I had a seat reserved at the front, and I 
squeezed passed them.  This level of attendance is so wonderful, but obviously this 
year it is a bit problematic.   

In truth we really don’t know how many people will want to come out for Mass.  If 
we look at the number attending on the weekend and do a bit of multiplying then 
we might predict between two-hundred and two-hundred-and-fifty on Christmas 
Eve?  We just don’t know.  What we do know is that the ski resorts in Fernie are 
reporting that this Christmas season is already fully booked, so we might have 
record numbers in Fernie.  All this gives us a bit of a logistical issue at Christmas 
with only fifty people allowed in the church at one time. 
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So our answer – we are looking to have a number of Christmas Eve Masses all in a 
row.  Initially on Christmas Eve in Fernie we will schedule a 3pm, 5pm and 7pm 
Mass.  People will have to book a place at these Masses so we are not 
overwhelmed.  If these Masses get booked up quickly then we will look to put on 
at least one more Mass later in the evening.  

Therefore, from this weekend there will be sign up sheets for these Christmas Eve 
Masses in the entrance way of the church in Fernie so regulars can sign in for 
whichever Mass they choose.  You can book seats for your whole family, and we 
will ask you to state how many people will be in your ‘bubble’ and we will look at 
how best to spread people out throughout the church.  Please remember that space 
is very limited, so while we want to include as many as we can, please don’t “block 
book just in case”; it would be dreadful if people were excluded from a Christmas 
Eve Mass because others had reserved a lot of seats that in fact they didn’t need.  
This is difficult, I know, but please do your best. 

Sadly, when a Mass has fifty names against it, then we will stop taking bookings – 
that is our only choice.  Please bear with us, we will do are very best to provide a 
Christmas Eve Mass in Fernie for as many as we are able. 

The most important thing to note is that these Masses will conform to whatever 
Provincial Health restrictions that are in place at the time.  So we are expecting that 
the maximum number of people allowed in the church for each Mass will be 50 (or 
rather, 49 plus me as I am already booked in for every Mass!).  People will be 
asked to sanitise their hands on entering and leaving, and to wear masks during the 
service.  And people will be asked to observe physical distancing. 

We are planning that each service will last less than forty minutes and – again to 
follow Provincial guidelines – sadly there will be no singing.  But hopefully you 
will agree that the most important things are there:  Mass will be celebrated, the 
Christmas story will be told, there will be traditional Christmas church music 
played, and the church will be decorated to reflect the joy of the season.  And really 
importantly, baby Jesus will be put in the crib to be with Mary, Joseph, some 
shepherds, and perhaps, even a grandparent or two!  Really, apart from the crush of 
the crowd, it won’t be that different from normal. 

We are still working on the music side of things.  I always think that there is 
something very special about live music.  Get the best choir or soloist on a 
recording and it is not as good as someone who is actually there live.  So we will 
see what we can do to get a musician in to play the piano or some other instrument 
at each Mass, but this might be a challenge.  We are not allowed to have the 
singing of carols by a soloist because it is feared that everyone will join in, and 
communal singing is not allowed at this time, thus our opting for an 
instrumentalist.  We will see how this works out. 

The 5pm Christmas Eve Mass will be broadcast via Zoom as will a 9am Christmas 
Day service from Sparwood. 
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Sparwood  
Sparwood will have a Mass on Christmas morning at 9am.  This will be the only 
Christmas service in Sparwood, so we will need to have a booking system for this 
Mass.  Again, if one looks at numbers, at Christmas Sparwood gets about double 
the number of people attending at Christmas from the normal Sunday.  Currently, 
because so many of our more senior parishioners are wisely keeping their distance, 
we should be able to accommodate that number and stay within the Province’s fifty 
limit.  But we will keep an eye on this. 

As previously mentioned, Communion will be available after this 9am Mass to 
people who drive to church, or even, for those who get their reindeer out and come 
to church on their sledge. 

Elkford 
With Masses potentially all evening on Christmas Eve, and with Mass in Sparwood 
at 9am followed by the distribution of Communion (that often takes more than an 
hour, and might be longer at Christmas), that does squeeze Elkford somewhat, and 
I am sorry about this.  I will talk to those who go to Mass in Elkford and those who 
receive Communion and see how we can get at least one Mass in Elkford over the 
four days of Christmas. 

P.S. 
Just before sending this off I 
went out and have been 
clearing snow.  The good 
news is that there was no 
need for a shovel, I cleared 
a good 20cm (8inches) with 
a brush – it was that light 
and fluffy, perfect skiing 
snow!  So my guess is that 
the ski hills might well be 
near perfect already!  

And certainly Thumper, and 
his friend Luna, thinks that 
this snow is just the best! 
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