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Dear All, 
Last week Zoom changed the way they do things, so now anyone joining a Zoom 
broadcast has to first enter a “waiting room” and wait to be “let in” to the broadcast 
by the host.  Hopefully you will agree that this seemed to work well last Sunday. 

As the ‘host’, what I experienced was, from about 8:30am, seeing different names 
of people as they entered into the ‘waiting room’.  Thankfully as I was organised 
for once, by 8:30am everything was set up and so I could just sit there and let 
people in as they arrived.  Hopefully because there was nothing else demanding my 
time just before the broadcast everyone was able to enter relatively quickly.  Then 
at about two minutes before nine o’clock it seemed like everyone arrived at the 
same time; so then, instead of me being able to read each name and let people in 
one by one, Zoom gave an option for “Let the whole lot of them in” (although I 
don’t think this was the actual wording). 

But the long and the short is that we seemed to cope with this change without too 
much difficulty, and as long as I don’t need to do anything else for the half hour 
before Mass, all should be well.  And from my perspective, it was lovely to be able 
to see most of the names of the people who were joining us and it made me feel 
closer to you all. 

CWL 
This week should have been our CWL Provincial Executive fall meeting, but sadly 
we are not gathering for this.  But we still will be getting together on-line during 
the week and I hope to have an in-person meeting with our Provincial President, 
Gisela, and I am very grateful for this as some how drinking coffee together over 
the internet is not the same.  So to enable me to do this and to deal with some other 
issues this coming week, I will be away Monday to Friday. 

Next Weekend - Deacon Stephen 
As this coming week looks like it could be very busy for me, I am very grateful to 
Deacon Stephen for coming to us from Calgary.  Deacon Stephen will be preaching 
at our broadcast Mass as well as the other Masses in the Valley.  This really does 
lift a weight off my shoulders. 

Also, Deacon Stephen will be assisting with the distribution of Communion after 
Mass in Sparwood, so hopefully the line up will move a bit more quickly. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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Also This Week 
Also this week my parents will be celebrating their wedding anniversary on 
Tuesday.  I think they have been married for a couple of hundred years, but I could 
be wrong on that.  Additionally, last Wednesday they were meant to move house.  
They took possession of their new home about six weeks ago, but the renovations 
on it have run late and they had to be out of there old house this week, so I did 
offer to take my camper down for them to live in, but they declined this.  So as 
well as CWLing this week, I might be doing a lot of box moving.  Mother also is 
due for a hip replacement the week after next, so we very much want them in their 
new home and organised by then. 

First Communion & Confirmation in Sparwood 
For the next few weeks we will have something special every Sunday!  As 
mentioned, next Sunday morning (11th October) at our Zoom broadcast we have 
Deacon Stephen preaching, then the following Sunday (18th) we will have First 
Communion, and the Sunday after that (25th) we will have Confirmation.   

While First Communion and Confirmation are obviously very big events for those 
involved, and big events for the parish; as it will be broadcast hopefully everyone 
joining us on-line will also be enriched and touched by being part of the faith 
journey of a number of our youngsters. 

So please, over the next few weeks, do keep in your prayers our young people who 
will be going through these stages of initiation.  We remember John 14:27 “Peace I 
bequeath to you, my own peace I give you, a peace which the world cannot give, 
this is my gift to you, so do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  So we do 
pray that those receiving the Eucharist and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will 
continue in their journey of faith and so over the years be enabled to find 
wholeness, comfort and a peace this world can not give. 

And Finally 
Again I am writing this mid-week, but if I get my act together I  plan to put a stick 
in the entrance way of each of our churches.  I have collected two so far, each are 
nice straight sticks about 3cm (1+ inch) thick, but most importantly, each of these 
sticks is two metres long.  I hope people will find these sticks a graphic reminder 
of what “stay two metres apart” means in practical terms.  

With many thanks,  Fr. David
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 

If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, it simply means that  
either I have fallen asleep or I am doing something else at that moment. 

This is Thumper saying, “Okay, I have worked out that barking doesn’t get me anywhere,  
so will looking cute get me what I want?”
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