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Dear All, 
As I write on Wednesday, the Elk Valley is 
covered with a layer of snow and during the day 
we are struggling to get above zero, and at night 
we are in the double digits below zero.  Yet one 
of the compensations of living here is the beauty 
of the place.  Last week I included a couple of 
pictures taken just outside of Sparwood, and I 
know that there are some absolutely stunning 
views we get in Fernie.  Indeed, Fernie must be 
right up there as one of the most beautifully 
placed towns in Western Canada.  Below is the 
breathtaking view I had in early September as I walked into the supermarket. 

But this week I have 
been running around 
a bit, so haven’t had 
the chance to take 
any good photos.  
Being busy I have 
been walking 
Thumper after the 
sun has gone down, 
and so have missed 
the best views of our 
snow capped 
mountains in the sun. 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).

Top:  Just somewhere in the 
woods in the Elk Valley when 
the sun was shining. 

Left:  Outside the ‘Independent’ 
supermarket in Fernie,  
with Canadian Tire in the 
background... and, of course, a 
mountain or two as well. 
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Confirmation 
Last weekend at our Sunday Zoom Mass we were 
blessed to have four of our youngsters from 
Sparwood taking their first Holy Communion.  This 
weekend in Sparwood at our Zoom Mass we have 
four more kids who will be Confirmed.  They are:  

Please keep them in prayer as they prepare to receive 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

During our Mass we will (if we can get the 
technology to cooperate) hear a pre-recorded 
message to our four candidates from Bishop Gregory. 

I am hoping that, with this message from the Bishop, 
I won’t end up preaching for as long as I did last 
week, but all the same, Mass might be that couple of 
minutes longer than normal and thus Communion after Mass might be that little bit 
later.  But I will stay at the church until everyone has been given Communion or 
until 11am, which ever is the later. 

BC Provincial Election 
For all my life elections have been held on a Thursday – that is what we do in 
Britain.  In Canada I have not been able to vote for long, but at the first election for 
which I was eligible to vote, I was all ready to go and do my civic duty... when I 
was shocked to hear the result of the election on the radio!  The election was on a 
Tuesday and I had missed it!  I have to say, I am amazed that the “Voter’s Guide” 
which Elections BC sends out includes the date of the election but you have to 
burrow inside the leaflet before you find the day of the week mentioned.  So I think 
the election is this Saturday, if that is 24th October, and I hope you manage to vote. 

Parish Collections 
As we go into November the parishes will need to look at their finances.  
Obviously it has been a very difficult year for everyone, and this is also true for the 
parishes.  We are incredibly grateful to all those who are now regularly 
contributing through automatic money transfers – automated giving – and to those 
who have sent cash or cheques into the office.  After the churches reopened in the 
summer I saw a few dear souls coming to the church and giving a whole pile of 
weekly envelopes for all the weeks that the buildings had been closed.  For these 
and all other contributions the parish is very appreciative.  

(After last week’s gospel reading I was thinking: Jesus said, “Give therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” and I 
am sure he meant to add, ‘and don’t forget the parish’; well, I am nearly sure.) 

Payton Stanley 
Reagen Merrigan 

Anika Martin 
Caleb Dyck

Bishop Gregory Bittman
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Next Weekend – All Saints, All Souls 
Next Sunday is 1st November, All Saints Day, and that celebration replaces the 
normal Sunday, so at Mass we will be thinking about those who have given us an 
example of how to live our faith in everyday circumstances – that is, the saints.   

Of course, the saints we formally honour are those whose lives have been 
documented and the power of their intercession for us from heaven has been 
proved, but I am sure that there are very, very many more saints who will never be 
formally recognise and ‘canonised’.  Certainly I have known a number of people 
who have so clearly lived the values of their faith without thought for themselves, 
and I must say, they have been some of the happiest people I have met. 

Similarly when people talk about their loved ones who have died, they see them as 
part of the company of saints.  Accordingly, I am always nervous about the 
distinction between who we might remember on All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ 
day, so I usually lump them together and leave it up to God to receive our prayers 
for all of them.  If you would like someone particular to be included in the prayers 
next weekend, then we can happily do this.  Send an e-mail titled “All Saints” to:  
Fernie: info@holyfamilyfernie.ca, or Sparwood & Elkford: ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Give us their name, and you are welcome to include anything else about the 
person, for example, whether they are a relative or a friend, when they died, and 
perhaps even where they lived.  I will collect all the e-mails next Friday at noon 
(30th October), read each one and make sure we include them in prayers over the 
weekend.  My guess is that there will be too many to read out but I do promise that 
I will pray for each person and include them collectively in the weekend Masses. 

And Finally  

 

With many thanks,  Fr. David

Now I don’t want to 
give away any family 

secrets, but since 
watching the Bishop’s 

video to the 
Confirmation kids, 

Thumper now has a 
new hero.   

And he keeps saying 
to me, “If I put on my 
serious face, do I too 
look like a Bishop?”  

And I say, “You might 
be wearing a dog-

collar, but you don’t 
look like a Bishop.”

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 

If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, it simply means that  
either I have fallen asleep or I am doing something else at that moment.
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