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Dear All, 
What a treat it was for us to have first Holy Communion two weeks ago and 
Confirmation last week.  So we do continue to pray for all our youngsters. 
And on the subject of journeying in faith, another of our Sparwood youngsters – or 
perhaps now he has turned eighteen he should be referred to as one of our young 
adults – Dawson Peebles, is joining the Knights very shortly.  Now that will 
change the average age of the group a bit!  We congratulate Dawson, but perhaps 
we should congratulate the Knights for recruiting such a keen and faith filled 
individual. 
And quickly switching to Fernie, we got a lovely letter from Chloe and her mum 
Michelle Rooney.  Chloe took her first reconciliation and first Holy Communion a 
few weeks ago and they wrote to thank everyone who made them so welcome. 

This Weekend – All Saints & All Souls 
This Sunday is 1st November which is All Saints Day, and this feast day replaces 
the normal Sunday.  Accordingly at Mass we will be thinking about those who 
have given us an example of how to live our faith in everyday circumstances – that 
is, the saints – all of them: those who are in the “Lives of the Saints” and those 
whose ‘saintliness’ was show more privately to us. 

Thank you for those who have already sent in names to be prayed for this weekend.  
I am printing them off as they arrive and will pray for each one of them over the 
weekend, and on Sunday together we can pray collectively for all of them at Mass. 

In case you missed the newsletter last week, I explained that the saints we formally 
honour at ‘All Saints’ are those whose lives have been documented and the power 
of their intercession for us from heaven has been proved, but obviously there are so 
many more saints who will never be formally recognise and ‘canonised’.  Similarly 
when people talk about their loved ones who have died, they see them as part of 
the company of saints.  Accordingly, I am always nervous about the distinction 
between who we might remember on All Saints’ Day and who we should 
remember on All Souls’ day.  There was an Italian lady I knew who would pray for 
her mother on All Saints Day and her mother-in-law on All Souls’ day; I am not 
sure that her husband agreed with her, and indeed he might do exactly the reverse!  
So my practice is to lump all those who have died together and leave it up to God 
to receive our prayers on whatever day God wants.   

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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If you would like someone particular to be included in the prayers this weekend, 
you will have to be quick.  If you could send an e-mail by early afternoon on 
Friday with the title line “All Saints” to:  

Fernie: info@holyfamilyfernie.ca,  
or Sparwood & Elkford: ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Give us the person’s name, and you are welcome to include anything else about the 
person, for example, whether they are a relative or a friend, when they died, and 
perhaps even where they lived.  If you miss the deadline then don’t worry, I will 
still remember the people in prayer, but I am planning to download all the names 
off the parish computers on Friday late afternoon and take them to the house so I 
have them all ready for the weekend.  Any that come in late might not be read until 
Monday, but I will still pray for them next week. 

What We Miss by Inserting this Feast Day 
The readings this Sunday are special for the feast day, otherwise we would have 
read from chapter 23 of Matthew’s gospel.  At seminary [priests’ training college] 
our scripture professor, Fr. Adrian Graffy, had an incredible love of the scriptures, 
except he didn’t like Matthew chapter 23!  So he will be delighted that this year we 
are skipping over it.  I know what he means as the chapter is a very strong attack 
by Jesus on the scribes and Pharisees.  Fr. Graffy thinks that while Jesus sets very 
high standards for those entrusted with the privilege of serving God in the Church, 
He would have had compassion for their frailty.  Yet Matthew saw the need for 
such a sharp-edged warning to leaders in the Church, and certainly this chapter can 
be read very much as a warning to those in authority.  “They tie up heavy burdens, 
hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are 
unwilling to lift a finger to move them.” Matthew 23:4 should regularly be held up 
before bishops, priests and all of us as a reminder that we should not use rules or 
doctrine as a wall to block the path of others; rather we are called to walk beside 
others, helping them over the most difficult parts of their journey.  “They do all 
their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their 
fringes long.” Matthew 23:5 is again a reminder to all of us that it is not the 
vestments that are important, or indeed the clerical dress, the Knights attire, the 
scapulars or any other external show we put on; rather we should, as St. Paul tells 
us, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience... Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”  Colossians 3:12 & 14. 

I admit that I feel more comfortable preaching on a series of “Blessed are the...” 
statements (All Saints Day’s gospel) rather than on Matthew’s corresponding series 
of “Woe to you...” statements (Matthew 23); yet the Gospel is not complete unless 
we are told that our failures don’t just effect ourselves, but more importantly, they 
hurt others.  As recent scandals in the Church have shown, when we believers get it 
wrong and stop living by love, others move away from the Church, and God does 
not want anyone to be lost, so we definitely need a few ‘Woe’ warnings! 
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Fernie Parish Finances & Pilgrimage of Faith 
Fernie had a parish council meeting this week and so was looking at finances.  And 
once again we want to say a big thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
parish during this difficult year.  With the repair of the roof of the bell tower and 
the refurbishment of our most beautiful windows being two projects that are 
running in parallel with our normal expenses, our thoughts are turning to the year 
end.  One of the most pressing needs is our Pilgrimage of Faith appeal, which is the 
way we play our part in so many of the basic tasks at the diocesan level.  We are 
conscious that with so much else going on this might has slipped a little, so very 
shortly we will have to turn the spot light back onto the Pilgrimage of Faith.  

Elk Valley Pro-Life Group 
It is with sadness that we see the winding up of our local Pro-Life group.  In recent 
years Neil in Elkford has been doing a heroic all-but one-man-stand keeping this 
group going.  We do thank him for all the effort that he has put into the Pro-Life 
movement over very many years.  As a Catholic community, obviously we hold the 
respect for human life as front and centre in all we do, so our efforts will have to be 
directed through other means.  Again, Neil, thank you. 

Fernie CWL’s 100th Anniversary  
On Wednesday, 4th November, the Fernie CWL will be a hundred years old.  
Really a century of CWL is a wonderful thought and achievement; so much selfless 

service to the community.  And while the 
average age of CWL members is slowly 
increasing, I don’t think any current 
members were at the first meeting, not 
even Betty Schianni, but I bet that over 
the years she, and many others like 
Betty, have attended more CWL 
meetings than I have had hot dinners! 

So congratulations to all the members of 
the CWL in Fernie on your anniversary.  
We look forward to the next energetic  

and enriching hundred years! 
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Development and Peace 
Please find attached on the last page a letter from Development and Peace. 

And Finally 
As I write we appear to have a bit of a chinook wind blowing up the valley, but we 
are definitely into the snowy season.  So to all those whose skis or snowboards are 
already out and polished, not long to wait now.  Thumper loves the snow, but there 
again, he loves everything.  But he does come up with some interesting questions.  

 

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Waiting Room:  Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as I see you there I will click on a button and you will be let in. 

If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait, it simply means that  
either I have fallen asleep or I am doing something else at that moment. 

With many thanks,  Fr. David

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
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A Message from Development and Peace 
Hello,  

You are invited to join us next Tuesday, 3rd November at 6:30pm for Development 
and Peace’s online Recovering Together workshop.  You are welcome to share the 
meeting link with anyone who might be interested in attending the workshop!   

For the poorest countries in the Global South, recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic will be particularly difficult. A lack of social safety nets, inadequate 
healthcare and economic uncertainty are three of the main concerns faced by many 
of the world’s poorest. Development and Peace – Caritas Canada will be working 
closely with their international partners and the global Catholic community to 
address these issues in the coming years. This 90-minute workshop will highlight 
some of the work being done by Development and Peace, and also provide a 
chance for spiritual reflection and fundraising training. If you have any questions, 
please contact me at Jeremy.laurie@devp.org. For more information, please visit 
https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/recoveringtogether 

For members in the Nelson Diocese, this workshop will lead into a diocese-wide 
second collection the weekend of 14th November.  For members joining from 
Kamloops, Prince George and Whitehorse dioceses, we will provide you with tools 
to help promote online fundraising options.  

Zoom Meeting Info: 
B.C./Yukon Recovering Together Workshop 6:30pm 3rd November Pacific Time 

Join Zoom Meeting Here:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87245489115. (You will be 
sent to a waiting room first, and let in by the host when the meeting starts). 

Or via telephone at:  1 778 907 2071  Then enter the Meeting ID:  872 4548 9115 

Thanks very much, and please let me know if you have any questions! 

Jeremy Laurie
Animator, British Columbia and the Yukon
+1 604 683-0281 ext. 50748| jlaurie@devp.org
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE |  DÉVELOPPEMENT ET PAIX – CARITAS 
CANADA
4885 St. John Paul II Way - Vancouver BC - V5Z 0G3 - CANADA | devp.org
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