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Dear All, 
I have so much in my head just now, and I am frightened that I will sneeze and 
loose it all! 

Readings up to Advent: 
As the schools prepare to welcome back their pupils and as other institutions move 
on to their ‘Post-Labour Day’ schedules, I too have been looking ahead.  This last 
week I took some time doing nothing but going through all the Sunday readings 
that will be coming our way between now and the end of the liturgical year in late 
November.  I do this so I know where the readings are going, and so that I don’t 
preach on a particular issue on one weekend only to find that it would be better 
dealt with on another weekend.   

Hopefully a couple of my observations are worth sharing. 

◦All Saints Day falls on a Sunday – This year All Saints Day falls on a Sunday.  
Normally feast days don’t replace the Sunday cycle of readings but All Saints is 
an exception.  This will give us an opportunity at our Sunday Masses to include 
in our prayers the saints who have built up our Church over the ages, and at the 
same time, our loved ones who now share in the loving embrace of God. 

◦Second Readings – In our second readings for the last number of weeks we 
have been reading through St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  This is thought to be 
St. Paul’s finest theological work, and certainly a very important source for so 
many of our basic Christian beliefs.  And I have to say, that I often feel guilty 
for not putting more attention on these great second readings.  The difficulty is 
that they need so much explaining and so it is difficult to do them justice in the 
time available for a sermon.  I should just add that the Sunday readings go 
through a three year cycle and then we repeat them again.  So when I was in the 
same place for ten years, after having been through the same cycle of readings 
twice, on the third run through of the lectionary I did make a great effort to 
cover the second readings; it was a lot of work but I found it rewarding.  In the 
Elk Valley we will get to that point in late 2023! 
We have two more weeks left reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, and 
then we will take four weeks reading from his letter to the Philippians, and after 
that (allowing for All Saints Day) we will have four readings from his letter to 
the Thessalonians.  Both of these are shorter books but Philippians particularly 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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has some marvellous passages that really lift the spirit.  So just to quote one 
small section: 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  
 with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.   
Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding  
 will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:6-7) 

Zoom Broadcast – Unmuting Microphones 
You might have noticed that when we do a Zoom broadcast and we move from one 
camera to another, or more exactly, from one microphone to another, someone has 
to approach the camera and press a “consent” button to allow the microphone to be 
turned on.  This is a bit of a pain and does make a noticeable pause before every 
new section of the Mass.  Thankfully Zoom have now given us the option to “pre-
authorise” the ‘unmuting’ of our microphones.  So once this option is chosen, the 
the ‘host’ who is running the broadcast can remotely open or close any 
microphone.  This will be a great help.  But it does mean that when you log into the 
broadcast you might be faced with a new question asking if you give consent for 
your microphone to be ‘unmuted’ by the host.  It does not matter if you say yes or 
no; the only microphones that will be unmuted remotely will be the ones in church.  
I really do hope that this will make a significant difference to the sound and to the 
pace of the broadcast.  We will see.   

And Finally 
On both the Fernie and the Sparwood and Elkford e-mailings there will be some 
local news attached.  In Fernie, last week we had the First Communion of one of 
our regular visitors, Chloe.  In Sparwood, very sadly we had the tragic death of the 
son of two parishioners, Chuck & Yvonne Samatte.  Their son, Russell, died in 
Oliver and we expect his funeral to be in the church there this weekend.  We keep 
Chuck, Yvonne and their whole family in our prayers. 

Also, I will attach a couple of additional pages to this letter.  One is about the 
‘Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal’ that the diocese runs each year.  While Elkford has 
reached its goal, Sparwood has some way to go and Fernie for understandable 
reasons is still quite a long way off reaching its goal.  So I would encourage 
parishioners to read about the purpose of the pilgrimage of faith appeal and see if 
they can help us reach our goal and thus support that wider work of the diocese. 

The second additional page is about the Delta Hospice.  The sheet will explain in 
detail the situation faced by this hospice and why they are reaching out beyond the 
lower mainland for support.  It is a challenging dilemma that they are facing and 
one that brings the issue of “medically aided dying” (MAiD) into sharp focus.  
Along with our Bp. Gregory, Archbishop Micheal in Vancouver and many other 
bishops across Canada, we commend this appeal for help to you. 

So please do keep scrolling down to get all these additional pages. 

With many thanks,  Fr. David
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Please note that in September Zoom are mandating that we use “passcodes” for 
our broadcasts, so that will need a Meeting ID and a Passcode to log in.  

Hopefully we will still be able to provide you via e-mail with a ‘clickable’ link that 
contains both of these. 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Pilgrimage of Faith 
Annually an appeal is made to the people of the Diocese for financial support for diocesan 
projects not covered by donations to parish collections.  The major projects to be funded 
by the Appeal are: 

Communication  
These funds are used for the publication of the Catholic Mountain Star, which is a vital 
method of bringing news of our Diocese into the homes of our parishioners.  The Catholic 
Mountain Star is available to all registered households in the Diocese.  

Pastoral Programmes  
There are many pastoral programmes within our Diocese which are not funded, or 
partially funded from other sources of income.  The five main areas which are funded or 
assisted are:  Youth Ministry, Religious Education Development, Seton House of Prayer, 
the Marriage Tribunal and Catholic Schools. 

• Youth Ministry:  Grants are given for initiatives in favour of youth on the level of the 
deanery (e.g. youth rallies, youth camps, parish youth initiatives) and of the diocese 
(e.g. World Youth Day). 

• Office of Faith Formation:  Provides training programmes for Catholic teachers and 
volunteer catechists.  Programmes of adult faith formation are offered each year. 

• House of Prayer:  Seton House in Kelowna provides for the spiritual needs of many and 
continues to receive assistance from the Pilgrimage of Faith. 

• First Nations Ministry:  Pastoral Workers assist in the East Kootenay deanery and in the 
Okanagan Deaneries.  The Pilgrimage of Faith assists in these ministries. 

• The Marriage Tribunal  continues to assist those who are in non-sacramental  marriages 
by defining their status within the Church enabling them to receive the Sacraments and 
also to practice their faith, after re-marriage, as full members of our faith community. 

• Social and Pastoral Programmes:  Rachel’s Vineyard and Grief to Grace, as well as 
other pastoral programmes are assisted by the Appeal. 

• CISND (Catholic Independent Schools of Nelson Diocese) (six elementary, one 
secondary) benefit from a moderate grant.  This grant supports the work of the CISND 
Board.  

• Clergy Pension Supplement:  Until the pension fund becomes fully funded, clergy 
pensions are supplemented to ensure dignified and secure support for the needs of 
retired clergy. 

• Seminarian Support:  Priestly formation normally takes five to seven years.  The costs 
of this formation are subsidised by the Diocese.  

• Sabbaticals and Training for Priests and Religious:  Grants for priests and religious 
working in the Diocese allow them to upgrade their education and to renew and deepen 
their vocational calling. 

• Lay Training:  Grants from the Appeal assist lay persons to serve their parish and the 
diocese more effectively. 
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Capital Development  
Capital and major maintenance projects are eligible for a 15% rebate grant to a maximum 
rebate of $100,000.  All rebates must be claimed by the end of the calendar year following 
the completion of the project.   

Fr. David writes:  It is important that we see ourselves as part of the wider Church, 
and very particularly, that many aspects of the Church’s work in a particular area is 
best performed at a diocesan level.  But, of course, one something is coordinated 
outside of the parish it seems distant and sometimes it is hard to relate it to the 
daily life of the parish.  But I think if you read the list of ministries that are 
supported by the Pilgrimage of Faith you will see that these can only be done 
effectively at the diocesen level, and logically, that means that it has to be funded.  
The diocese could simply put a tax on all parish income to cover these costs, but 
instead it asks parishioners to voluntarily give so as, in a way, to associate 
themselves more clearly with this important work. 

All three parishes in the Elk Valley – Fernie particularly – have been and will 
continue to be significant beneficiaries of the Pilgrimage of Faith through the 
Capital Development fund, but also through the Office of Faith Formation and 
other work of the diocese.  And, of course, a number of the clergy who are 
supported by the diocese in their retirement have given many years service in this 
valley. 

So I do ask you to help us to reach our goals in each parish.  Donations can be 
made either in the Sunday collection basket or in whatever way you normally 
contribute to the parish, just mark you contribution “Pilgrimage of Faith”.  You will 
get a tax receipt in the normal way, so please make sure your name and address are 
on any offerings. 

With very many thanks, 

Fr. David  
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Delta Hospice Society 
When the Canadian Government introduced the law allowing euthanasia they put 
in an exemption for religious hospices so that they were allowed not to administer 
euthanasia in their establishments.  Delta Hospice is not a religious institution but 
those who run the hospice and those who work in the hospice don’t want 
euthanasia to be part of the way they care for the dying.   

As Sr. Nuala Kenny, the ethicist who recently was part of the National CWL 
Convention talks, said,  

Though often portrayed as a solution to intractable, agonising, life-limiting 
pain, most requests for assisted dying have nothing to do with pain.  Patients 
are rather looking to doctors for answers to existential problems that come 
with loss of command over one’s own circumstances. 

If there’s a Christian answer to the Canadian legal regime now surrounding 
death, it has to come from Christian communities banding together to care 
for the frail and vulnerable in ordinary ways — in friendship, 
neighbourliness and an active instinct for communion. 

The Delta Hospice is not a religious establishment but they recognise the value of 
life, of friendship, neighbourliness and a instinct to come together. 

Recently a small group has formed with the specific intent of encouraging those 
who believe in euthanasia to join the Delta Hospice Society to overthrow the board 
and introduce euthanasia into the hospice.  The president of the hospice, Angelina 
Ireland, tells us that these three people...  

...have launched a local membership drive campaign and signed up many, 
many people (800 at last count) with the intent to overthrow the Board and 
implement euthanasia into the Hospice.  We understand that the only way to 
survive this potential hostile takeover is to launch our own membership drive 
campaign.  We have opened up our membership across Canada.  

Our only defence is to sign up members that are committed to Hospice 
Sanctuary and to protecting palliative care from the onslaught of euthanasia.  
We know that our situation will set a precedent across Canada for other 
hospice and palliative care facilities.  Therefore, we must continue to fight 
and we must win. 

Would you consider becoming a member of our society and encouraging 
others to sign up as well?  It only costs $10 and can be done with the 
attached fillable form. [Separate attachment in this e-mail] 

Given C-7 has almost become law in Canada we believe this mobilization 
effort to attract members nationwide will help to shine a light on the efforts to 
normalize euthanasia as well. 
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With a large membership base we can also share court documents and letters 
from the N.D.P. government of B.C. as they [because the hospice is refusing 
to practice euthanasia] move to expropriate our private assets in February, 
2021. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  We know we cannot survive without the 
help of our friends across Canada. 

Best Regards, 
Angelina Ireland 
President  

P.S. 
A word on the attached fillable membership form [separate attachment with 
this e-mail]. There is a secure link in order to pay the membership fee of 
$10.00 by credit card.  For “Care Recipient” and “Billing name“ put your 
name (applying member).  For invoice # put the word “membership”.  We 
understand it works best being accessed via Google Chrome.  

Fr. David writes:  I would add that when filling in the form it asks that you do 
enter the monetary amount as “10.00” rather than just as “10”; I didn’t see this and 
accordingly my first attempt got rejected, so those two last zeros are important!
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