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Dear All, 
This week like last week I am slightly rushing to get this e-mail written.  I felt bad 
last week that I didn’t include a better photograph from the heights I had scaled.  I 
was with Thumper in the hills around Sparwood.  So here is a picture east of 
Sparwood looking down on where the Corbin Valley meets the Crowsnest Pass: 

As I watched, the sun disappeared over the horizon and in the photograph below 
only the very top of the mountains to the far right could still catch it’s rays. 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am (see below).
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T h i s w e e k I t w i c e 
managed to pop down to 
Koocanusa Lake so that 
Thumper could have a 
swim. 

Thumper has decided 
that swimming is one of 
his favourite things... 
(along with eat ing, 
sleeping, people, playing 
with other dogs, playing 
fetch, chewing, and 
climbing mountains). 

And for me one of the 
most wonderful aspects 
of this extraordinary 
place where we live – 
and something my family 
in the Lower Mainland can’t comprehend – is that when I go exploring like this, 
Covid or no Covid, so often I see absolutely no one (except perhaps a boater in the 
distance). 

Looking Ahead – With Hope 
And on the subject of Covid, this week I was struck by just how difficult it is going 
to be moving forward with our usual activities.  

Again this week I was playing with the provincial CWL; we were talking about 
how we can get through some basic administrative tasks because the CWL 
constitution requires an annual general meeting (convention) where accounts are 
approved and officers elected.  And that is before we look at how we continue to 
serve the members in the parishes when meetings – the normal form of social 
interaction and support – can not happen for many who are older or vulnerable. 

This week our catechists also met trying to find a way forward so we can keep our 
youngsters involved and feeling part of the Church.  It is not easy. 

But one of the things that really brings me hope is you!  “You” being the person 
who is reading this.  Our numbers in church are way down – perhaps a third of 
what they were before Covid – but yet, we have a good number who receive our 
weekly e-mail and a whole host of people who join us for Mass via the internet; 
this gives me real joy and encouragement.  And this group is not exactly the same 
group who used to be at church. 

So to those who used not to be able to get to church but now can watch Mass on 
the internet, I thank you, I am so glad that you can be part of the life of the parish 
and I am so grateful to be able to pray with you at Mass. 
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Looking Forward – With Prayer 
My guess is that the difficult challenge is for those – particularly families – who 
used to have the routine of getting everyone ready, clean, fed, dressed, and into the 
car to go off to church.  Once lost, routines like this are not always easy to regain, 
other things fill that space on a Saturday evening or Sunday morning (or in 
Elkford’s case, Sunday afternoon).  And how in the world do you keep teenagers 
engaged?  At church they look around and see the high roof, the stain-glass 
windows, the statues and the stations – all things that reinforce the idea that our 
time in church is special and different.  At home all these aids are missing and 
instead our youngsters will see their X-box in the corner and perhaps other things 
that take their thoughts elsewhere; I think this makes it really tough for them. 

I wonder how quickly our young people will forget just how hard the average 
church pew is! 

So we must pray, very particularly for our young families, but also for our 
catechists and our other organisations like the Knights and the CWL, that they will 
find a way to adapt to our new situation. 

I am not gloomy; the message of the Cross is that God took the greatest disaster we 
can imagine – the rejection and death of God himself in the person of Jesus – and 
transformed it into the greatest victory and the ultimate sign of God’s love for us, 
and in comparison to that, really Covid is not that bigger problem!  So I am sure 
that in a similar way God will take our current situation and make it an opportunity 
for Grace to flow and for God’s Kingdom to be built. 

Let’s just pray for those who have to find this new way forward. 

With many thanks, 
Fr. David

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Please note that in September Zoom are mandating that we use “passcodes” for 
our broadcasts, so that will need a Meeting ID and a Passcode to log in.  

Hopefully we will still be able to provide you via e-mail with a ‘clickable’ link that 
contains both of these.
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