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Dear All, 
The week from the 10th to 14th August I was in the Lower Mainland and along 
with the rest of the CWL Provincial Executive, I gave the time over to being part of 
the Catholic Women’s League talks.  These talks were meant to be given at the 
CWL National Convention in Montreal, but of course, that convention was 
cancelled, so they were given on-line instead.  While the Lower Mainland doesn’t 
really compete with Montreal, at least I was near my family and each evening I 
could visit – at a distance – with different family members.  So with an overnight 
drive to get down there and another one to get back, by last weekend I was 
seriously sleep deprived so was very pleased to have Deacon Stephen with us to 
preach!  In the past few days I have managed to catch up with my sleep a bit, 
which is good.  And as up here in the mountains summer seems to be fast slipping 
past, this week I have also tried to get out and about into the bush. 

My exploring has taken me to some of the spectacular places in the mountains 
south-west of Sparwood and I have got new perspectives on our valley as I looked 
from these sometimes difficult to find vantage points.  While I was on my 
expeditions one of the CWL talks has stayed with me.  It was about how the 
Church should strive to have “the mind of Christ” in the way it lives and operates.  
The talk was given by a medical doctor who is also a nun, Sister Nuala Kenny, and 
currently I am also trying to read her latest book.  Ideas in this book have then 
taken me all over the place, from Vatican documents to YouTube clips.  I only wish 
that I had some obvious wisdom that I had gained from my intellectual expedition, 
but as yet, that has not come to me.  Perhaps with a bit more reading, watching, 
pondering and time in the out-back, new spiritual perspectives will be given to me.   

Even if my intellectual jaunt didn’t come up with much, my physical ramblings 
took me to some wonderful places a thousand metres in elevation above Sparwood.  
I still marvel at the fact that I live in such a spectacular setting. 

The CWL talks are now on line at the CWL.ca website: 
https://cwl.ca/re-watch-the-summer-speaker-series-webinars/ 

Or go to CWL.ca and select “To Inform” and Videos, and then select “Summer 
Speakers Series”. 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.
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So What is New? 
For the past couple of weeks Wayne, in Fernie, has been working energetically to 
hard wire our church for the internet.  We now have it up and running.  First and 
foremost this means that any funerals we have in Fernie can be broadcast on Zoom 
– something that will probably now be the norm for most funerals.  

My guess is that soon all our Sunday Masses will also be broadcast, but that will 
need a bit of an investment in equipment. 

And Finally 
Can I just thank Deacon Stephen for preaching last weekend.  I was so pleased that 
he used the phrase, “...but if we look at this word in the Greek...”.   

I also apologise that Thumper so much wanted to be part of our 5pm Mass in 
Fernie and so gave Deacon Stephen an accompaniment as he talked about not 
giving scraps to the dogs!!!  The poor boy had been in his crate for twelve hours as 
I drove back overnight from the Lower Mainland, and his puppy tendencies got the 
better of him. 

With many thanks, 
Fr. David

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Please note that in September Zoom are mandating that we use “passcodes” for 
our broadcasts, so that will need a Meeting ID and a Passcode to log in.  

Hopefully we will still be able to provide you via e-mail with a ‘clickable’ link that 
contains both of these.
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