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Dear All, 
Again, thank you for the feedback from last week’s article; people particularly 
connected with the idea of the vast clouds that appear around people who are  
vaping giving us a graphic illustration of how much moisture comes out of our 
lungs!  Of course, our lungs are not that large, it is that the air that comes out of our 
lungs very quickly mixes with the air around us and so spreads the moisture from 
our lungs and throat far and wide. 

Catholic Women’s League  
I am giving over this coming week to Catholic Women’s League business.  This 
week a myriad of us should have been in Montreal for the CWL’s 100th annual 
convention, but sadly it was cancelled.  (And almost as sadly, my pilgrimage 
around the best poutine restaurants in Montreal also had to be cancelled!)  But the 
National CWL committee has arranged for the speakers who were due to address 
the convention to still give their talks via the internet.  Anyone is welcome to watch 
these talks, but you do have to pre-register.  I will include a poster on the last page 
of this document that gives further details.  The start time is 10am Mountain Time. 
Accordingly I will be away from Monday to 
Friday this week. 

Deacon Stephen 
As this week is likely to be quite busy, Deacon 
Stephen Robinson has very kindly offered to 
preach at all the Masses next weekend to relieve 
me of the task of having to prepare a sermon.  
Many will have seen Deacon Stephen and his 
wife Marg at Mass in Sparwood from time to 
time.  I am very grateful to Deacon Stephen for 
this and I am looking forward to how someone 
else deals with Jesus saying, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs”.  
Certainly Thumper will be listening with interest. 
Deacon Stephen is a permanent deacon in the 
Calgary diocese and works at one of the large 
churches in Calgary. 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.

What does He mean that it’s not fair to throw food to dogs?  
Does He say this just because I played in the mud?
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And Finally 
In the week we saw the horrendous explosion in Beirut that killed well over a 
hundred people and injured many thousands of others, we also remembered the 
75th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
with the immediate loss of somewhere around 200,000 lives.  The deadly effect of 
these atomic devices lasted for decades so we are told that it is difficult to make a 
good estimate of the final death toll. 
In remembrance of the dropping of these two bombs on Japanese cities, normally 
our screens would be filled with world leaders at ceremonies honouring those who 
died or were injured, and then there would be archive footage of the dreadful 
events around that day and the aftermath.  But because of Covid none of this 
happened, and without the pictures of dignitaries, the networks push this 
anniversary way down the running order. 
While I know that many will see the dropping of these two bombs as events that 
shortened a dreadful and deadly war, and thus overall reduced the total number of 
people who died; all the same, it was a catastrophic event.  I will leave it up to 
others to decide if it was justified, but our task now is to hold up in prayer those 
who were killed or injured, and most importantly, to both pray and work for a 
world that will never need to even think about doing such things again. 
The difference between then and now is that in 1945 America and its allies Canada 
and the U.K. had to work long and hard to produce these two bombs; now 
thousands of much larger bombs are just sitting there ready to go – no research or 
preparation is needed to use them.  As Christians, building peace and getting rid of 
the underlying issues that separate nations must never be off our list of tasks.  
While this might appear to be out of our hands, at the very least we can do are best 
to avoid negative caricaturisations of people we disagree with, and whatever our 
differences, always see 
others as children of God, 
even if they are children 
of God who we think are 
currently mistaken!    

With many thanks, 
Fr. David

The aftermath of the Hiroshima atomic bomb – August 1945
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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