Sunday 19th July – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Valley is now:
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Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,
Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.

Dear All,
Sung Blessing
Have you ever heard a tune and then not been able to get it out of your head?
When this happens it can be quite annoying! So I say this as a ‘health warning’ to
the links I am including below; I have had the song that is in these YouTube
videos in my head all week! Now that might partly be because I have watched
the first clip a few hundred times (okay, perhaps slightly less than that).
So what are these videos? The first one is a song that kids from Catholic schools
in South London, England, have put together to pray a blessing on all other
schools. The Diocese of Southwark covers most of London south of the river
Thames, and it is the diocese that Patrick, my very close friend, works for and it
was Patrick who forwarded me the links.
As you will see, this mostly inner-city area is ethnically diverse and rich in talent.
I was amazed at the incredible voices that many of the kids seemed to produce so
effortlessly and naturally, but what I love about this video is the joy that so many
of the singers have as they sing. And if you decide that you want to join in the
singing, then watch the second video and you will be shown how!
I just thought that both of these YouTube videos were lovely and they really lifted
my spirit, thus I am sharing them with you.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gg55az3YlW4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuKXCQnJt-A&feature=youtu.be

Fernie Bell Tower
On Monday I had the real treat of climbing up to the top of
our bell tower in Fernie. I don’t have a particularly good
head for heights, so I needed to hold on to my nerves because
it is high! But it was more than worth it.
To get up there one has to climb a vertical metal ladder,
which produced no surprises, but the next stage is a climb up
a much older wooden ladder – still no problem. But to get
out and onto the roof one has to literally squeeze through a
small hole. Forget the vertigo, one has to conquer the
claustrophobia first!
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It really was tight getting through this gap,
but a good push got me onto the the top level.
The purpose of the climb was to have a look
at the condition of the roof over the bell. This
roof is in need of replacement, but as you can
guess, at that height it will not be a simple
job. But we will come back to that issue in a
few weeks time.
But the really exciting bit was not the roof but
the bell. Yes, the view was spectacular, and
the sheer drop was dizzying, but the bell was
a work of art. As the photos below show,
there were pictures either moulded with the
bell, or carved on after it was made, I am not
sure which. And as well as the two shown
below, there were others on each side of the
bell.
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On one side was the face of Christ (shown above)
and on the other was Mary (right). The bell was
held up by large hooks that had gargoyle style
faces on each side (shown above). And on one
side I also found the image that is shown at the
bottom of this page.
“HIC EST PANIS QVI DE CŒLO DESCENDIT”
means, “This is the bread that comes down”. But
notice how in the monstrance the image is the
scene at Calvary. The detail was amazing.
There were other images and other inscriptions on
the bell, plus a few names that had been scratched
onto the bell; it was a real bit of history. Sadly we
can’t do tours of the bell because of health and
safety concerns, and anyway, only relatively
slender people could get there!
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Bride Corcoran RIP
It is with great sadness that we heard of the death of a long time parishioner,
Bride Corcoran, in Rocky Mountain Village today, Thursday. Bride lived in
Sparwood for many years and was very involved in the parish until about six
years ago when she became ill and went to Rocky Mountain Village. I am
writing this literally just a couple of hours after Bride died, so no funeral
arrangements have been made as yet, but we do know that we will be having a
funeral for Bride in church. Due to the restrictions in B.C. at the moment, this
will only be for family, but we will broadcast it on Zoom for anyone else who
might want to be part of the funeral.
I did see Bride before she died and with the family present we did give her the
full rites of the Church. So we thank God for all that Bride gave of herself to our
parish and to many individuals in the parish, and we commend her to the love of
God asking that the Lord will now give her the fullness of life.
Please watch the Cherished Memories website for more details, and when the
funeral is arranged, you will need to e-mail Cherished Memories for a link to join
the funeral by Zoom.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thank you to those who turned out for Confessions last week in Elkford, I was
busy for the full half-hour, so it was certainly worth doing.
A reminder that at 2pm this Saturday, 18th July, I will be available for
Confessions in the church car park in Sparwood. I would refer you to the e-mail
for the weekend of 7th July for more details about this (these details are also on
the two parish websites).

Elkford
Also I am not sure we have publicised the new telephone number for the Elkford
church, it is: +1 (778) 521-1772. This might not have a lot of relevance just now,
but Elkford parishioners might like to note the number for future reference.
Just a reminder that on Sunday 26th July at our 4pm Mass in Elkford we will be
celebrating the Baptism of baby Noah.

And Finally
It does not look like I am going to be able to get away for a holiday again this
summer, but at the repeated prompting of Bp. Mark in Plymouth, I will try to take
the inside of a week away a few times. I did plan to do this last week but we had
Donovan’s funeral, and then this week I hoped to get away, but then poor Bride
died. My guess is that we will have a funeral next week and we have the burial of
Aunty Teresa Naccarato the week after... but I will try to get away at some point.
With many thanks,

Fr. David
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Link to Sunday Mass
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week.
info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com

