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Dear All, 
I will keep this fairly short.  I have been thinking this week – always a dangerous 
occupation!  I really do believe that as Christians we have an insight into what 
has true value in this world that others don’t have; a value system that is not based 
on consumerism and the transient.  But as this is a bit of a ‘hobby-horse’ of mine, 
I will relegate my reflection to a footnote at the end of this communique.  You 
see, it is just that I think there is a ‘seed’ of truth in there somewhere, and I am 
trying to throw it far and wide!  So please scroll down for “A Passing Thought”.   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Many apologies to people in Sparwood who might want to avail themselves of 
Confession this weekend.  With the funeral of Donovan Gigliotti being on 
Saturday afternoon at 1pm, I am not able to hear Confessions this weekend in 
Sparwood.  Accordingly we will postpone this for one week.  So at 2pm on 
Saturday 18th July I will be available for Confessions in the church car park in 
Sparwood.  I would refer you to last week’s e-mail for more details about this.
(These details are also on the two parish websites). 

Elkford 
As I am here and available, I think we can keep the same time for Confessions in 
Elkford as previously announced.  So this Sunday, 12th July, from 3pm to 3:30pm 
if anyone would like the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I will be available in the 
church car park in Elkford. 
Some more good news for Elkford: on Sunday 26th July at our 4pm Mass we will 
be celebrating the Baptism of baby Noah, the second child of a lovely family who 
are living and working in Elkford for just nine months. 

And Finally 
We do hold in prayer the family of Donovan Gigliotti and others who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one.  Donovan: may he rest in peace. 

With many thanks,  Fr. David 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.
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Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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Just a Passing Thought
This week I had a chain of thoughts that I found 
both challenging and encouraging, even if it 
started by appearing a bit ‘dark’.  Let me share 
it with you. 
Someone asked me about a Sunday at the end of 
August and I said that I was sure that, at that 
point, we would still be having our Zoom Mass 
and that our other arrangements probably 
wouldn’t have changed much.  This got me 
thinking; I wondered about the end of 
September, and the end of October, and 
Christmas!  Perhaps I am just a bit slow to think 
ahead, but it hadn’t really struck me that while 
the weather will go on through its normal cycle 
of seasons, for some time yet we might remain 
in this funny period that seems so temporary. 
I have to say that my parents lived through the 
second world war and Mum-in-England was in 
London throughout the blitz.  They lived in that 
“temporary” situation Christmas after Christmas 
after Christmas.  And I do remember Mum 
talking about it, but sadly I am not sure I really 
listened as it seemed so remote.  Those days 
were immeasurably worse than anything we are 
going through and they are unimaginable to me, 
and I don’t want to say that our situation is in 
anyway comparable; the only similarity that I 
was thinking about was the idea of living day-
to-day. While normally we would be planning 
our holidays, looking at our career paths, 
planning things for the kids, just now there is so 
much uncertainty that any forward planning that 
we are doing tends to be very speculative.   
Towards the end of the Letter of Saint James 
there are a few verses that aren’t often quoted: 

Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such a 
town and spend a year there, doing 
business and making money.”  Yet you 
do not even know what tomorrow will 
bring.  What is your life?  For you are a 

mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes.  Instead you ought to 
say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live 
and do this or that.”  (James 4:13-15) 

In the media there is much talk about what the 
new normal will look like, and I just wonder if, 
as Christians, the growth of understanding that 
we are being invited to explore is the idea that 
life is “mist”!  The implications of this is that 
we should live our lives by the values that do 
not disappear when the Light of the New Day 
shines on us.  This might seem a bit grandiose, 
but I believe that in many ways we are already 
doing this.  Who among us hasn’t become more 
aware of the importance of meaningful 
interaction between ourselves and our nearest 
and dearest – for many people reading this it 
will be their children and grandchildren.   
Before ‘lockdown’, I would regularly see busy 
people buying incredible big presents for their 
kids or grandkids – usually stuff that would end 
up in the landfill in a relatively short time.  I 
just wonder if after lockdown the present we 
will want to share most with our kids and 
grandkids will be making sure we spend more 
time meaningfully interacting with them?  I just 
wonder – and I could be completely wrong 
about this – that if after this pandemic we will 
be less likely to give our grandkids presents that 
they can go-and-play with elsewhere, but rather 
things that we can all play together?  I do 
wonder if, for example, board-games might 
have a bit of a revival?   
We talk about rebuilding our society and 
making it better, and this sounds grand and we 
might think it is the preserve of our national 
leaders, but perhaps it is more within our grasp 
than we know; it might be as simple as finding a 
pack of cards next time the grandkids visit.   
Or am I just an old romantic! 

Fr. David.
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