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Dear All, 
Diocese of Nelson Pastoral Appointments – Summer 2020 

As you might know most dioceses try to have their ‘clergy moves’ just once a 
year, and traditionally they take place in the summer.  This year in the Nelson 
diocese, because of the particular situation that we are in, the moves are limited to 
what the Bishop had to do. 

To summarise them, our much loved Fr. Cecil is leaving Revelstoke and returning 
to his home diocese in the Philippines, and he is being replaced by a new priest 
who I do not know, Fr. Luna Vu. 

Grand Forks has been without a permanent pastor for some time and Fr. Jim 
Ratcliffe has been looking after the parish.  Another priest who I do not know is 
now going to Grand Forks, Fr. Paul John Irumba so that Fr. Ratcliffe can go back 
into his well deserved retirement. 

There are a few other small changes, but this year the moves do not really effect 
the East Kootenay region.  Full details will be on our website. 

Fr. Mark from Plymouth 
This weekend my home diocese is being allowed to open 
its churches for Mass for the first time since the ‘shut-
down’.  In preparation for this Bishop Mark has written a 
letter of encouragement to the parishioners of his diocese 
entitled “Return from Exile”.  While some of what he 
writes is specific to their situation, Bp. Mark includes an 
interesting reflection on the readings this weekend, so I 
thought I would include it at the end of this mailing.  (I 
have edited it slightly, simply to remove details about 
how they are to go about re-opening, which of course,  
we did four weeks ago.) 

You might be interested to know that there has been in 
interchange between hear and my home diocese, feeding 
back some of our experiences in the hope that it will give 
them a better idea about what to expect. 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation 
I am conscious that while we have now been able to share the Eucharist, the 
sacrament of reconciliation has not been celebrated for some time.  As the 
attached document states, this is for a number of reasons.  But this week I have 
applied for permission to hear confessions again.  Initially this will be outdoors – 
as described in the attachment – and will be in Sparwood and Elkford, but 
hopefully we can make a similar arrangement for Fernie. 

Many Catholics see ‘confession’ as something they have to do – a bit like eating 
ones vegetables – but it is not something to be embraced with any enthusiasm.  
This is sad, as with all the sacraments, it is not only a source of grace but an 
encounter with the love of God, a chance to be touched by the Holy Spirit, and 
the gateway to inner peace. 

In this unusual time I feel it is important to make the sacrament available to 
people in the same way that it is important to make Communion available to 
people.  And in a similar spirit with which we have shared Communion, I want to 
share Reconciliation.  There will be no “jump this high and God might forgive 
you!”, just an invitation to open your inner self to receive a promise of His pardon 
and peace.  

If you haven’t been to confession for some time, here is a good and easy chance 
to come back to the sacrament. 

And Finally 
I hope you had a good Canada Day and didn’t get too wet.  
And if you are south of the border, that you had a good 
Independence Day. 

With many thanks, 
Fr. David

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please 
send an e-mail to one of our parish offices with your name and you will then 
receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
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