
Sunday 21st  June – 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 1

What a rich week! 
Dear All, 
CWL 
On Wednesday this week the Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada celebrated their 100th birthday!  It was a hundred 
years ago this week that the League was founded in 
Montreal.  The National President of the CWL of Canada, 
Anne Gorman, has written:  

May all of us take a moment today to give thanks for the 
blessing the League is in our lives.  God bless all and 
thank you on behalf of the League for your beautiful, selfless 
and gracious service. 

So on behalf of the parish can I thank all League members for the tremendous 
work they do to build and sustain our parish community; and as the League’s 
spiritual advisor for B.C. and Yukon, can I also convey a wider expression of 
thanks for the CWL across our two great provinces.   

Feast of the Sacred Heart 
Friday this week was the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a day 

traditionally associated with prayers for priests.  To this end I 
attach a note I got from Bp. Mark, my bishop in Britain.  While 
it is intended for his priests, I think it is a lovely reflection for 
the feast of the Sacred Heart.  Bp. Mark asked all his priests 
to spend an hour in prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament 

and to use it as a time to particularly pray for our fellow priests.  
He also provided some more meditations from the Vatican based 

around the wonderful letter Pope Francis wrote to all priests on the 
occasion of the 160th anniversary of the death of the Curé d’Ars.  I am 

hoping to use some of these in the weeks to come. 

(“The Curé d’Ars” is Saint Jean Vianney, born 8th May 1786 and died 4th August 
1859.  This French parish priest is the patron saint of parish priests.) 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.
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Dame Vera Lynn 
Okay, not of the same religious significance as the CWL or the Curé d’Ars, but to 
my parents’ generation, Dame Vera was such a symbol of hope during very 
difficult times.  Her work during the Second World War gave voice to what was in 
many people’s hearts at that time.  Dame Vera was 103, and because of my Dad’s 
admiration for her, I thank God for her life and works and commend her to the 
love of God. 

Matthew’s Gospel 
This Sunday we go back into ‘Ordinary Time’, so our churches and the priests 
will be vested in green.  We also return to the sequential reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel, jumping back in halfway through chapter 10. 

Matthew’s gospel starts with the infancy narrative, then the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry with John-the-Baptist, and then in chapter five comes the great 
‘Sermon on the Mount’ when Jesus gave us the Beatitudes, that will continue to 
echo through the rest of the gospel.  After this we have chapters eight and nine 
that highlight Jesus’ power to heal and there is a mixture of teaching and healings.  
This leads straight into chapter ten – where we come back in this week – which 
focuses upon discipleship.  This section starts, “Then Jesus summoned his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority...” and then the twelve apostles are named 
before Jesus starts to teach them (and us) the meaning of discipleship. 

Today’s gospel and next week’s gospel are part of the instructions that Jesus gives 
to the apostles as he sends them out.  This reading and the the first reading from 
Jeremiah fit in so well with what Bp. Mark wrote in his letter to his priests. 

And Finally 
Finally, very many thanks to all those who have facilitated the re-opening of our 
churches.  I have been so moved by the response we have had from those who – 
as yet – can’t return to church but have been part of our broadcast Mass and have 
then come and received Holy Communion.  As a priest, seeing such devotion 
really lifted my spirits and filled my heart with joy. 

With many thanks, 
Fr. David  

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week.
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