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Dear All, 
Catholic Women’s League  

I am writing this in the midst of doing Catholic Women’s 
League business.  So as that is on my mind, can I start with a 
note to any CWL members who are reading this and to any 
other ladies who might want to know more about the CWL.   

In August we were meant to be having the CWL’s 100th annual 
convention.  It should have been in Montreal where the first 
convention took place in 1920.  Very sadly this, like so many other 
things, has had to be cancelled.  I am particularly upset as I was hoping to join my 
trip to the convention with a pilgrimage to the birth place of poutine.  Some 
people go to Kelowna for the wine tasting, I wanted to go to Montreal for the 
poutine tasting! 

The good news is that the speakers who were booked for the convention have 
agreed to still give their talks and they will be broadcast live on the internet.  
There are limited places to join in with these broadcasts so one needs to sign up.  
So just to give a heads up, if you are interested in this please go to the CWL 
national website:  CWL.ca.   Also, I include a poster advertising the talks. 

To Parish Matters 
I thought it was worth saying something about how we are currently celebrating 
our Sunday Masses. 

The first issue is singing.  Because singing needs a more energetic movement of 
the lungs, this is an activity that can increase the spread of the droplets that carry 
viruses.  Accordingly the diocese has asked us to exclude all singing from our 
services.  We are extremely blessed to have some very talented singers who have 
been part of our Zoom Mass over the last few months, and some of these who live 
in and around Sparwood are still part of our 9am Sunday Mass which is 
broadcast.  And as singing so lifts the whole spirit of our celebration, we very 
much want them to continue, but they will do so by doing either ‘solo’ pieces or 
instrumental pieces.  So please join the singing in spirit, but if you are in church, 
not in voice. 

Our Weekend Mass Schedule for the Valley is now:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  

Sparwood at the new time of 9am Sunday morning,  
and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon. 

The Sunday Mass broadcast via Zoom will continue on Sunday mornings at 9am.

http://CWL.ca
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It is really difficult because singing and the celebration of Mass seem to be so 
connected.  The part I find most odd is to miss out the singing of the Gospel 
Acclamation.  So what I have been doing is singing the “Alleluia, alleluia...” but 
then not pausing for the congregation to sing it back.  It breaks my heart having to 
ask people not to join in with the singing, but that is the reality we are in! 

But, of course, with a bit of careful thought we can safely adapt what we do.  In 
Sparwood we have the singer behind a glass screen, and perhaps at some point in 
the other churches we might get a similar arrangement where an instrumentalist 
or even a solo singer could contribute to the Mass.   

Indeed, there is obviously a conflict between asking for active participation and at 
the same time not wanting people to pump out too many air droplets from their 
lungs.  The Gloria and Creed are other examples of this; in a large space with just 
a few people who are wearing masks, it is hard for the Gloria to truly be a hymn 
of praise to God and the Creed to be a sign of our unreserved faith.  So again we 
might look to see how we can not just “do” Mass, but rather in an appropriate and 
safe way, to celebrate it to the very best of our ability.  If the Mass is the “source 
and summit”  of our Christian life, then we should never be satisfied with just 1

fulfilling the minimum requirements.   

And Finally 
Can I wish everyone a joyous Canada Day on Wednesday.  Please keep yourself 
and your loved ones safe, and as we give thanks for the great gift which is this 
country, this year we are particularly reminded that as we come out of our present 
phase of the coronavirus pandemic, our task is to continue to mould our society to 
reflect the goodness of God.  So we pray for Canada and all members of this great 
country, and particularly for our religious and political leaders.  

With many thanks, 
Fr. David

Link to Sunday Mass 
To get the link to our 9am Sunday morning Mass please send an e-mail to one of 
our parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 
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