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Making a Donation to the Parish 
(instead of the weekly collection) 

The diocese have kindly written to us with the following: 

To assist the parishes in collection of donations, the diocesan finance office has 
put procedures in place to accept e-transfers on behalf of each parish.  These 
transfers are to be sent to: 

Etransfer.rcb@nelsondiocese.org 
The diocesan finance office will accept the e-transfer on the parish’s behalf and 
the deposit will be made directly to the parish account.  The diocesan finance 
office is acting as a facilitator in this instance much the same as with the monthly 
SAG program.  

Please ensure that your donors use a security question that we will know the 
answer to, such as perhaps “what is their parish envelope number”.  I believe the 
banking platform will require an answer with at least 3 digits, so if this question is 
used and the envelope number is 1-99, they will need to add a 0 or 00 in front.  
They must also ensure that the parish name and what the donation is for is in the 
message box, ie: “Parish Name & Location – Sunday Collection”. 

We are very grateful to the diocese for enabling this.  As you can imagine, with 
nearly thirty parishes (before counting missions), and with some of the big 
parishes in Kelowna having four-figure attendance, there are a lot of people who 
might want to donate this way, so this is a massive task they potentially are taking 
on.  In the longer term, preauthorised giving is probably an easier method of 
giving both for the diocese and the individual, as it only requires a one-time 
action and is then automatic.  This is the “SAG program” they referred to. 

“SAG” is the slightly odd acronym for pre-authorised giving.  It actually stands 
for “Stewards: pre-authorised giving” or “Stewards: (Pre) Authorised Giving”!  I 
will attach full details of this programme below. 

mailto:Etransfer.rcb@nelsondiocese.org
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Pre-Authorised Giving 
Parishioners are able to donate to their parish via pre-authorised giving.  Here is 
information from the brochure available in your parish office. 

What is the Stewardship: (Pre) Authorised Giving Plan? 
The work of our parish is made possible through the generosity of our parishioners, who 
embrace their responsibility to their spiritual home. 
• We give because by our gift we define our lives as giving people 
• We give because we are grateful to God, who has given much to us 
• We give because we appreciate our parish  
• We give because we want to participate in the ongoing work of the Church 
• We give because we desire that the Gospel influence our world 
• We give because we share the burdens and the blessings of our Christian 

community 
• We give because Jesus calls us to use our money responsibly and charitably 

How does the SAG Plan work? 
SAG (Stewardship: (Pre) Authorised Giving) allows parishioners to make their regular 
Sunday offering using the “direct debit” system.  SAG is an option, not a requirement!  
It is being widely used in other dioceses, and we want to make SAG available to those 
parishioners who would like to take advantage of it. 

When you participate in SAG, your regular Sunday offering is only withdrawn from 
your account once a month and deposited into the parish account.  That means your 
“once a month” amount will be about four times as much as your “once a week” amount. 

For example: If you usually contribute $20 a week, to maintain the same level of giving, 
you would need to donate $86.67 a month.  Why that odd amount?  Because there are 
not exactly four weeks in each month, so it is necessary to multiply your weekly amount 
by 4.33, not 4. 

We are committed to keeping your personal information confidential and secure.  The 
SAG system uses sophisticated security measures, including encryption.  The Diocesan 
Office of Financial Administration administers the program for participating parishes, 
but the parish will continue to issue your receipts 

How do I enrol in SAG? 
1. Decide the amount of your monthly offertory contribution to be withdrawn from 

your bank account each month. 
2. Fill out the form on the reverse of the next panel. Include a blank cheque marked 

“VOID.” Place both in a sealed envelope. 
3. Place the envelope in the collection basket or drop it off or mail it to the Parish 

Office. 
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Will I still use envelopes? 
Envelopes will continue to be issued to all registered parishioners—and we encourage 
everyone to register at the Parish Office.  You can use your envelopes for the Special 
Collections not covered by your regular SAG offering.  Next year, the envelopes will 
allow you to check “SAG” donation. For now, those who choose to do so can simply 
write “SAG” on their regular offertory envelopes. 

Benefits for you and the parish 
SAG is convenient.  Your offering is deducted automatically; you don’t need to search 
for your cheque book or stop by a cash machine on the way to church.  SAG allows you 
to support your parish when you are away—a benefit to the church, since expenses 
continue all year long.  Most importantly, you are in control. You can increase or 
decrease your amount or withdraw from the SAG plan simply by dropping a signed note 
in the collection basket or at the Parish Office. 

You may want to retain a copy of what you send in to the Parish Office for SAG. 

Fr. David adds: 

On the next page I have added a “SAG” authorisation form.  To fit it all on one 
page I have had to make the typing quite small.  It asks for a VOID cheque; I am 
sure that a clear photograph of a void cheque will work.  What the diocese 
require off a cheque is the following information: Your Branch Transit Number 
and Institution Number, plus your Account Number.  I understand that some banks 
will send an image of a void cheque to clients.  But if you are more comfortable, 
then please print the form and send it via our very faithful and hard working 
friends at Canada Post. 
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Details & Authorisation 
I, the Payor, authorise the parish listed on the reverse  and the financial institution designated on the attached 
void cheque to begin deductions on or around the 15th of each month in the amount of: 
___$130.00 (equivalent of $30 wk.) 
___$86.67 (equivalent of $20 wk.) 
___$65.00 (equivalent of $15 wk.) 
___$43.33 (equivalent of $10 wk.) 
___Other monthly amount $________ 
I understand that my participation in this agreement does not include any special collections such as Building 
Collections and Pilgrimage of Faith. 
I understand that the Diocese of Nelson will administer this Pre-authorised Debit Agreement.  
I may revoke my authorisation at any time subject to providing at least 30 days written notice. To obtain a 
sample cancellation form or more information on my right to cancel a PAD agreement, I may contact my 
financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca. 
I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the right 
to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not authorised or is not consistent with this Pre-Authorised 
Debit Agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may contact my financial institution or 
visit www.cdnpay.ca. 

Donor/Account Holder: 
Name(s): _______________________ 
Envelope Number: ________________ 
Address: ________________________ 
City: ___________________________ 
Province: _______________________ 
Postal Code: _____________________ 
Phone Number: __________________ 
The donor is (check one): 
___an Individual     ___a Business 
Signature of Account Holder: 
_______________________________ 
Name: _________________________ 
Date: __________________________ 
Signature of Joint Account Holder (if applicable): 
_______________________________ 
Name: _________________________ 
Date: __________________________ 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND ATTACH A VOID CHEQUE

http://www.cdnpay.ca/
http://www.cdnpay.ca/
http://www.cdnpay.ca/
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