
The Busy Season of Advent 
As we prepare ourselves for the feast of Christmas 

Reconciliation 

As usual there will be special services where people will have a chance to go to confession: 

Fernie – 7pm Tuesday 5th December 

Sparwood – 7pm Thursday 14th December 

Elkford – During Potluck on Sunday 3rd December 

Each of these services will begin with Mass and then there will be the chance for confessions.  

These services are the best time to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation.  No sin is private; 
when we sin we are effectively turning away from God and from our neighbour so it is most 

appropriate that we turn back to God and back to our neighbours in a community setting.  At 

Fernie and Sparwood we hope that at least one visiting priest will be available to hear 

confessions. 

Don’t forget that with Christmas Eve being a Sunday there will not be a chance to go to 
confession just before Christmas, so please make use of these reconciliation services.  Please also 

remember that in Fernie and Sparwood a visiting priest will have travelled a long way probably 

in bad weather to facility this opportunity for reconciliation, so if you need to put yourself out a 

little to make one of these date, you are probably not do more than the visiting priests! 

Candles Light Service in Fernie 

Tuesday 12th December at 7pm at Cherished Memories Funeral Home, 891 4th Avenue, Fernie.  

Remembering those we have lost, this non-denominational service provides comfort for those 

who mourn and struggle, and shines a light of hope and peace for the future.  Everyone who 

attends will be given a candle to light in memory of their loved one.  Light refreshments will be 

served following the service.  All who come will be welcome.   If you have a relative you would 
like to be remembered at the service, please contact Cherished Memories on 250-423-7944 or 

cmfs@shaw.ca  

An Celebration of Music in Preparation for Christmas in Fernie 

Friday 15th December at 7pm in Holy Family Church.  The Fernie Community Choir will 

present its Christmas Concert.  This is always a great evening and the church is normally full, so 

get your tickets early.  (The church will be warm and cosy this year!) Tickets are on sale at the 
Scotiabank and at the door.  Tickets are $10 each and children under 12 are free. You are warmly 

invited to come and enjoy the celebration. 

From Elsewhere 

CP Holiday Train with Alan Doyle 

On Monday 11th December CP’s Holiday Train will stop behind the Leisure Centre in 

Sparwood at 3:35pm and there will be an “event” from 3:45pm to 4:15pm.  Then the train moves 

on to Fernie arriving behind the CP station on 1st Avenue at 5:15pm for Fernie’s event from 

5:30pm to 6pm.  At each station the train will arrive and pulls to a safe stop in front of the crowd.  

The stage door lowers and Alan Doyle and The Beautiful Band will open with their first song.  
After that, a brief presentation takes place with local food bank officials and other dignitaries.  

Once complete, the band resumes performing a mix of traditional and modern 

holiday-themed songs.  The whole event lasts about 30 minutes.  Once the 

band plays its farewell song, the stage door closes, and the train heads off to 

after Fernie to Jaffray for 7:15pm and eventually on to Cranbrook. 

This event is free but you are encouraged to bring donations for the food 

bank. 

The Holiday Train is about 1,000 feet in length with 14 brightly 

decorated rail cars. Each car is decorated with hundreds of thousands of 

technology-leading LED lights and holiday designs.  The train is pulled 
by two GP20C 2200 series locomotives that were rebuilt in 2013 

specifically to pull CP’s two Holiday Trains.  Each locomotive has 

2000hp, is 56 feet in length and weighs 275,000 pounds. 

It is important to keep a safe distance away from the train at all times, so 

parents are asked to carefully supervise their children. 
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